. 



\ 
\\ 


;.,. 


\ 


'\ 


\. 
\ 


" 


,,""\i. 


" 


" 


... 


.;$ 
;. 
)1 



, 


l

 


" 


..., 


""'\."" 
 


EN 


........-.....-.,. 



 



 
.. 


'\ 


" 


""
\ 
'i'1 


F 



j., 



 



 


':1 
\. 
"' \. 

 





 
\"'j t 7 \ 


\ 




 



 -';:j'-, 
 



 ) 


IS 


NG 


ND 



 
 ". , ,- 


.... 


.,. 


,. 
\ . -..... t I 
-,.\ ... " 
.") \.' ,
 
\ f" . ,'
 , '> . . 
.. , - \ \ ." 

\
. j 
\\\4: ..' ,I 
I 
... 


, ,...,. 


.,. 


"'-- 


}ý 


" 


\ 
" 



 
" 



 


'f\ 
",. 


-, ,\;..... 
 


\ 


", 
 



 ''t\\. 


)
 
......... 
....... 
- 
1' 


\ 


" 
'" 


\, 


-.; 



 



 



 



 


..... 
" 


, 



UNIVERSl ÿ 
. OF THE PACIFIC 


UNIVERSITY 
OF THE PACIFIC 


Stockton, California 
95204 


-I 




--
- 


-- 


:r-:: 
 
i 

 


c
 _ 
 



 
::.
'" 
....... .!
 
:r'> 


1
+- 

 



';i 


-=... 


:
- 


-.:-. 


_ . r. 
. 
 - 


, 
I,: 


r
 I 


1\". 
9/ r . 
1\ 



=:= 




 


-
 


- 
-======= 


-:=:.-
== --?;: -== 
- :=:-= {- - 



 -- -:.--= 
 -- 


J 


.
::. .
 
 


.., flff"'.... ' -: 
. 

;:,:,.. 
___ 

..r;:.' 
i 

 -( " If. 

 
(-;;.."": 


CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL. 



YOUNG FOLKS' HISTORY. 


. 


THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND. 


ABRIDGED A
D ADAPTED FRO!\1 STRICKLAND'S 
"QUEE
S OF ENGLAND." 


By ROSALIE KAUFMAN. 


* 


FULL Y ILLUSTRA TED. 


BOSTON: 


PUBLISHED BY ESTES AND LAURIAT, 


301-305 \V ASHINGTON STREET. 


188 3. 



,-""
,-.,.,""
"'
 
: _
eRARY : 
, J 
i DEC 1 1971 S 
: S 
: UN1VE
SITY()FTHE PACIFIC 
 

_._--,...,"_.,_..
 
4192.1 


CojJyrzglzt, r882, 
By ESTES AND LAURIAT. 


UNIVERSITY PRESS; 
TOHN 'VILSON ,AND SON, CAMBRIDGE. 



PRE F ACE. 


. 


UP to Queen Anne, this work is based upon Agnes 
Strickland's "Queens of England;" but subsequent to 
that period many authorities have been consulted, and 
only such matter used as \vould seem appropriate. My 
first care \vas to prepare a narrative which should inter- 
est young people, but I have endeavored also to produce 
a result that would prove a source, not only of pleasure, 
but of profit. The limits of the design make it evident 
that some eminent names and note\vorthy events could 
receive slight mention, or none at all, and that politics 
could be introduced only ,,,,hen requisite for the compre- 
hension of events that depended on them. It \vill be a 
satisfaction to hope that my readers may be pro111pted to 
independent inquiry. 


R. K. 
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THE 


QUEENS OF ENGLAND. 


. 


CH.A.PTER I. 


1\IATILDA OF FLANDERS, \VIFE OF \VILLIA
1 THE' 
CONQ..UEROR (1031-1083). 


1\IATILDA, \vife of the great \Villiam, the Conqueror, \vas 
an exceedingly handson1e v.YOlnan, and as she had received 
the best education that \vas possible in her tilnes, she ,vas 
as celebrated for her learning as for her beauty. She ,vas, 
besides, generous and religious, and had all the qualities 
necessary for the position she ,vas called upon to fill. 
She ,vas fall1ed for her fancy-\\rork, \vhich ,vas looked 
upon as one of the most important and desirable occupa.. 
tions for ladies of rank; and any \yoman ,,,ho could spin, 
"\veave and embroider \yas considered quite a treasure. 
1\latilda had three cousins ,vho \vere such skilful needle- 
\vomen, that they ,vere sought in 111arriage by the greatest 
princes of Europe. Their ,,'ark has not been preserved, 
but Matilda's still remains and is called the Bayeux Tapes- 
try. I t is the most \vonderful achievement in needle,vork 
eyer accomplished by any ,voman. But \ve shall tell more 
about it, by-and-bye. 
J\latilda's father ,vas Earl of Flanders, a rich, po,verful 
prince, skilled in the arts of peace and \var. He ,vas, be- 
sides, such a popular nlan that all the rulers in his 
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neighborhood ,vere anxious to ,vin the hand of his beauti- 
ful daughter. 
Her cousin, 'Villian1 of N onnandy, ,vas the most accom- 
plished of theln all, and loyed her devotedly. He was 
handsome, brave and talented, and so strong, that, it is 
said, no man could bend his bow but hilnself. And he was 
such a sure marks- 
man, that even when 
riding at full speed, 
he seldom missed his 
aIm. I t is remark- 
able that although 
he was the tallest 
man in his army, he 
passed through all 
his battles without 
the loss of a drop of 
blood, until towards 
the close of his ca- 
reer, 'Nhen he ,vas 
"\vounded by his o,vn 
son. 
Strange to say, 
thi.s young man did 
not find favor in the 
eyes of his lady cousin at all; this mortified hÎIn so much, 
that he resolved to ,,,in her in spite of herself. 
He had a rival in a young Saxon nobleman named 
Brihtric Meaw, \\Tho had come to Flanders as ambassador 
from Ed,vard the Confessor, then on the British throne. 
This favored gentleman ,vas so fair and light-haired that 
he was nicknalned "Snow." l\1atilda loved hiu1 in secret, 
which is probably the reason why she would not listen to 
her cousin William. 


NORMAN ARCHERS. 
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JtJatilda of Flanders. 
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But Brihtric 
Iea\v does not seem to have cared particu- 
larly for her, and so did not find out \vhat ,her sentilnents 
\rere to\vards hiIn. 1'hus, quite innocently, he never at- 
telnpted to court her, and she could not forgive his indiffer- 
ence. Still her nlind was filled \vith hiln, and this lnade 
her treat \Villiam coldly. He ,vas not to be baffled, ho\y- 
ever, but courted her through seven long and tedious years. 
At last he becalne in1patient, so one day ,,,hen 
Iatilda 
,yas going home froBl church, he managed to llleet her, as 
lovers \yill. Perhaps she ,vas more unkind to hinl than 
usual and made hinl angry, other,vise I do not kno,v ho\v 
to account for his behavior on that occasion, but he seized 
hold of her, roUed her in the dirt, tlien actually beat her. 
Before she had tilne to call for help, after she had recovered 
froln her surprise, he jUlnped on his horse, and rode off as 
fast as he could go. 
No,v, she Blight haye been induced to forgive him for 
spoiling her good clothes, but ho'v she could have had any- 
thing nlore to do \vith a fello\v, no matter 'v hat his rank 
lnight be, ,yho could dare to treat her so brutally, is' hard to 
understand. Perhaps the \vomen ,vere not so high spirited 
then as they are no\v, but certain it is that instead of getting 
into a rage, staIn ping her feet and forbidding him ever 
to approach her again., the princess \vas ,von. This re- 
nlarkable style of loye-making \vent straight to her heart, 
and brought lnatters to a crisis. It may be that she feared 
another beating, or that she \vas finally convinced of the 
greatness of his love; \vhatever it \vas, she consented to 
beco111e his ,,,ife, forth\vith. 
1'he \\'edding \vas celebrated at vVilliam's Castle in N or- 
111andy, i\Iatilda having gone there accon1panied by her 
parents, and a large retinue of ladies and gentlemen. Her 
trousseau \vas n1agnificent, and on her \vedding day she 
\vore a superb yehret robe en1broidered \vith gold and 
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pearls. It \vas so rich and costly, that it \\Tas for a long 
tin1e preserved in. the treasury of the Cathedral of Bayeux 
\vith \Villialn's Inantle and hehnet, \vhich \vere adorned 
,vith precious stones. 
At the time of his Inarriage, \Villialn's affairs \vere in a 
n10st perilous condition, for he \vas surrounded by po\verful 
neighbors \vho \vanted to get possession of the rich fields 
of N onnandy. They hoped to divide then1 an10ng theln- 
selves and leave the duke nothing. lIe had enelnies 
al110ng his o\vn subjects too, \vho '\Tould have been pleased 
to turn hin1 off and have his cousin Guy of Burgundy to 
govern then1, because they thought he had a better right to 
the dukedom of N onnandy than \Villian1 had. Perhaps 
this ,vas so, but the latter had too detennined a will to 
yield, and he had been a leader nearly all his life. 
\\Then he was only five years old, he fonned a battalion 
of boys of his o\vn age \vhom he drilled in Inilitary prac- 
tice every day. It must have been a pretty sight, and no 
doubt the little fellows fancied then1selves real warriors. 
Of course disputes arose, all of ,vhich \Villialn settled with 
remarkable skill. 
He was a good student too, for he knew enough of 
Latin at eight years of age, to read and explain Cæsar's 
Commentaries. 
When he \vas about seven, his father, Duke Robert, 
\vent on a pilgrimage to the Holy I.land. But before he 
did so, he asselnbled all the nobles of his reahn, and n1ade 
them swear fealty to his bright, pron1Ïsing child, whol11 he 
hugged and kissed tenderly, then presented to his subjects 
as their future Sovereign, saying: "He is little, but he 
,,,ill grow." 
Not long after this, Henry, King of France, invaded 
\Villiam's dominion, but he ,vas defeated, because the 
young duke had such excellent advisers and assistants. 
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The King \vas so indignant at this defeat, that he in- 
cited the Norman nobles to stir up an insurrection, hoping, 
no doubt, to punish the boy by depriving him of his title, 
altogether. 
Once \vhen \Villiam ,vas out hunting, he passed the 
night at a remote castle ,vithout military escort. His 
cousin, Guy of Burgundy, hearing of it, laid a plot to kill 
him, but this \vas prevented by 
the Court fool, \\Tho accident- 
ally found it out and travelled 
all night, at full speed, to \varn 
the Duke of his danger. He 
managed to get into the castle 
at four o'clock in the lllorn- 
ing, and knocked violently on 
'Villlan1's challlber door ,vith 
the handle of his \vhip, shout- 
ing: "get up! get up, IllY 
lord! " "Tillian1 obeyed the 
summons, and lllounting his 
s,viftest horse, half dressed, 
rode \vi th fiery speed for many 
hours before he \vas beyond 
danger. Even \vhile ll1aking 
his escape, he Illight have been caught, for his horse ,vas 
almost exhausted \vhen he had the good fortune to meet a 
gentleillan ,vho supplied him ,vith another. 
Later, the young duke had a chance to turn the tables 
on his cousin, Guy, \Vh01l1 he captured in battle. But re- 
membering that they had been friends in early childhood, 
\Villian1 forgave the attempt his cousin had lllade on his 
life, and released him. 
The King of France was just planning another attack 
on "'illiam's dOlninions when the young man married, and 
I 
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then l\fatilda's father becalne such a powerful ally that the 
king hesitated. Soon after he died. Relieved of this 
anxiety, the duke thought he might settle down and enjoy 
the society of his young \vife; but, the Archbishop of 
Rouen, \vho had reasons of his own for trying to prevent 
the marriage, pronounced it unlawful, and the young 
couple \vere so distressed that they appealed to the Pope. 
He decided that if each \vould build and endow an Ab- 
bey, as ,yell as a hospital for the blind, he would grant 
them dispensation. This was not difficult, so Matilda 
founded the Holy Trinity for Nuns, and \Villiam founded 
the !\fonastery of St. Stephen. 
Then William set to \vork to erect a palace for his own 
dwelling very near the Monastery. l\Iatilda had a great 
taste for architecture and took pleasure in superintending 
these buildings. The great hall of the palace ,vas one of 
the finest apartments in all Europe and the edifice itself 
was superb. 
This royal couple did everything to render their subjects 
happy and contented, and provided work for them by 
building ships and harbors, which pron10ted trade also. 
Though \ve kno\v that l\1atilda did not love her husband 
before marriage, she became a devoted wife afterwards, 
and \Villiam sho\ved his entire confidence in her by leaving 
her to govern his country when he \vent over to England 
to obtain a promise from Edward the Confessor that he 
would adopt him as successor to the throne. 
He was kindly received in England, and Edward gave 
him SOlne fine ha\vks, hounds and other presents. Then 
l\iatilda had a little boy \vhose birth added considerably to 
her happiness. He \vas called Robert, after his grand- 
papa, and there was great rejoicing in Normandy over this 
event. If they could have foreseen how he would turn 
out, the feeling \vould have been very different. 
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In course of tin1e I\Iatilda had eight other children, and 
during Inany years of peace and national prosperity, she 
and her husband devoted thel11selves to their care and ed- 
ucation. 
[A.D. 1065.] No,v it happened that once, ,vhen Har- 
old, Ed\vard the Confessor's half brother, \vas out fishing 
in an open boat, he ,vas overtaken by a storn1 and obliged to 
seek refuge in the territory 
of the Earl of Ponthieu, ,vho 
seized him and shut him up 
in prison. \Villiam rescued 
him, treated hin1 most kind- 
ly, and even prolllised him 
one of his daughters in mar- 
riage, though she ,vas but 
seven years old. 
Harold acted like a sneak, 
and pretended to be highly 
flattered; but it ,vas not his 
intention ever to marry the 
girl at all. 
He listened to '\Tilliam's 
narration of ho,v Ed"rard 
had adopted him as his suc- 
cessor to the British throne, 
and n1ade a solemn promise 
to assist him to get it. Soon after his return to England, 
he married the \vido\v of the Prince of \Vales, and at 
Ed,vard's death he took no notice of his promise to \\Til- 
lian1, but had hÍ1nself proclain1ed king. 
Of course such conduct aroused \\Tillialn's \vrath, and, 
with the aid of his wife's relations, he resolved to invade 
England. 
[A.D. 1066.J This was the year 1066, and a Inen10rable 
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one on account of the ,appearance in the heavens of a 
splendid three-tailed comet. Tf 7 e are pleased to have 
such a visitor and to be able to gaze at it and study it \vith 
the aid of telescopes, but in that time the people \vere so 
superstitious that they thought it portended evil, and so it 
spread terror throughout the land. The death of the 
King, \vhich occurred only a fe\v days after its appearance, 
served to encourage the superstition. \Vhen the ast r 9 1 - 
ogers foretold its approach they announced it thus: 


" In the yrar one thousand and sixty-six, 
Comets to England's sons an end shall fix." 


One of the largest and finest pieces of handhvork that 
Matilda accomplished, ,vas the tapestry representing 
this comet in the heavens ,vith its three fiery tails spread 
all across the canvas. A group of terror-stricken Saxon 
princes, priests and ladies have rushed out of their chvell- 
ings to look at it, and are pointing towards it, their faces 
expressing the utlnost anxiety. To be sure the COlnet 
looked, ,vhen cOlnpared \vith the objects in the picture, a 
great deal larger than it could possibly have been, but 
probably, the size \vas suggested by the a\ve it inspired. 
l\Iatilda did not do all this ,vork alone; if she had, 
Hood's Song of the Shirt might \vell apply to the hun- 
dreds and thousands of cross stitches that she would have 
Inade, and \ve should pity her for having such a weary 
task. But she was assisted by all the ladies of her court, 
\\"ho laughed and chatted Inerrily \vhile their hands were 
busily employed. 
,\r ell, 'Villialn started on his expedition to England, 
leaving his \vife to rule at home, and his son Robert, then 
only thirteen years of age, Inilitary chief of Normandy. 
A large nU111ber of his subjects objected to this invasion, 
so when the whole fleet was becahned at St. Valleri, the 
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common soldiers complained and declared that God ,vas 
their adversary, and had stopped the ,vind to keep them 
b
ck. The king did not kno,v what to say to this, but at 
last he hit upon something that he kne\v would impress 
them. He ordered the shrine of St. Valleri to be brought 
from the tomb and placed in an open field, then invited 
everybody to pray to the saint to intercede \vith the Al- 
mighty for a breeze. Cro\vds of people far and near, as 
,veIl as the Norman soldiers, brought offerings, and in a 
short time the shrine was buried in the gold, silver and 
other precious gifts that they placed upon it. The wind 
did not imlnediately change, but the malcontents had 
something to think about, and the delay gave Matilda time 
to carry out a pleasant surprise that she had planned for 
her husband. One day she appeared in the harbor on a 
splendid vessel of \var that she had caused to be built as 
a present for William. She called it the Mora. At the 
prow of the vessel \vas a gold image of their youngest 
son. With one hand he held a trumpet to his lips, and 
,vith the other a bow with the arrow aimed towards 
England. Loud cheering and joyful exclamations greeted 
1vlatilda's appearance, and her husband was overcome by 
this mark of her affection. 
The Mora carlied a red flag at her lnast-head by day; it 
,vas replaced at night by a bright light that served as a 
guide for the other vessels of the fleet. Scarcely \vas the 
duke well established on board than the long \vished-for 
\vind arose, every n1an ,vas summoned to his post, and they 
set sail. Matilda ,vent back home. 
The Norman fleet met some very rough ,veather and lost 
two of their ships. On the 28th of Septelnber, 1066, they 
landed on the coast of Sussex. 
The duke ,vas the last person to step on shore. As he 
did so, he stumbled and fell. Probably he was still giddy 
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from the motion of the vessel, but his follo,vers thought it 
an eyil omen and raised a great cry of distress. The 
duke's presence of mind did not desert him. He picked 
up t\'"O handfuls of sand, exclailning: "See, Seigneurs! 
by the splendor of God, I haye seized England \vith both 
hands!" 
Then a Ineal ,yas served on the beach, and after\vards 
the soldiers having selected a spot, began to put up the 
,vooden fortress that they had brought in sections, from 
Nonnandy. 
.I 
it piece of Matilda's tapestry represents the soldiers, 
assisting the carpenters and builders in this ,york. 
The army tarried four days on the beach. But there 
,vere no telegraphs or ne,vspapers in those days, so Harold 
kne\v nothing of the approach of his enelny until a knight 
arriyed fronl Sussex, having ridden all the ,yay without 
food or rest, and rushing into his presence shouted at the 
top of his voice: "The Normans have come! they have 
landed at Hastings and built up a fort! they \vill rend the 
land froln thee and thine unless thou defend it ,veIl!" 
Harold sent a lnessenger offering to buy off the N onnans, 
but "\Villianl replied that he had not cOlne for l1l0ney, but 
to clainl the reahn that Ed \vard the Confessor had given 
hinl. 
"N ay; you ask too much of us, Sire," said fie n1essen- 
ger. "Harold is "Tilling to purchase your departure ,yith 
silver, gold and fine garl1lents, but if you refuse, he will 
give you battle on Saturday night." 
I'he duke accepted the challenge. The night preceding 
the battle ,vas passed by the English in dancing, singing 
and galnbling; but the Nonnans prayed, fasted, and con- 
fessed their sins. 
The battle was fought seven miles from Hastings. 
rr
illefer, the ,varrior lninstrel of Normandy, rode gallantly 
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at the head of the chivalry of his native land, singing the 
\var songs of Rollo. \Villian1 had three horses killed 
under him that day \vithout receiving a single scratch him- 
self. Harold \vas killed, and the victorious Duke \Villiam 
pitched his tent on the battle-field that night. 
\Yhen 
Iatilda received the joyful tidings of. her hus- 
band's triumph, she \vas praying in a church, \vhich, she 
ordered to be foreyer after called Notre Dame de Bonnes 
X ouvelles, in lnemory of the good ne\vs she had received 
there. 
A celebrated piece of embroidery made by her after the 
yictory represents her husband pointing to\vards his noble 
steed. He is dressed in a cOlnplete suit of annor, and 
the likeness is said to be as perfect as it could be, repre- 
sented in cross stitch. 


BATTLE OF HASTIXGS, FRO:\I BAYEL'X TAPESTRIES. 



CHAPTER II. 


[A. D. 1066.] On the :ivlonday follo\ving the battle of 
Hastings, \Villiam rode into the city of London, on horse
 
þack, follo\ved by a long train of the nobility of England 
and Nonnandy. He proceeded to WestIninster Abbey, 
,vhere he ,vas cro,vned King of England. 
Grand preparations had been lnade for this event, and 
such a brilliant coronation had never been seen. Crowds 
of people gathered in the streets, and the duke's fine 
presence and noble bearing \von all hearts. 
Holding the cro\vn aloft the archbishop asked the 
nobles asselnbled, if they \vere ,vil1ing to receive this duke 
for their' king. They ,vere so boisterous in their eager 
assent, that the Norman soldiers \\Tho had assembled 
outside the Abbey in case their protection should be 
needed, lnistook the noise for the rising of the Saxons, and 
set fire to 1110st of the buildings in the neighborhood. It 
required prolnpt action on the part of the lnore sober- 
111inded of the N onnans, to prevent the flalnes froln de- 
stroyin
 the Abbey itself. \Villianl ,vas dislnayed at this 
occurrence, and it ,vas not until he sho\ved hilTIself in his 
coronation robes and cro\vn, that his follo\vers could be 
restored to order and quiet. 
N O\V, one \vould naturally suppo
e that in those rude 
times, 1Iatilda's néighbors \vould have taken advantage of 
her husband's absence to invade her dOlninion, but she 
governed with so lnuch skill and prudence that they did 
3 2 
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not venture to Inolest her, and she Inade herself universally 
beloved and respected. 
Having recounted the good traits of this queen, it is 
only fair to present the bad ones too, because nobody is 
entirely \yithout faults, yet it is painful to be obliged to re- 
fer to one very dark deed of ,,,hich she ,vas guilty. 


OLD WESTMI
STER ABBEY. 


She must have had a large share of vanity, for she 
never forgave Brihtric J\Iea\v because he did not return 
her early affection, and fourteen years later she sought re- 
venge in this \yise: She persuaded her husband to depriye 
1Iea,v of all his lands and besto\v theln on her; then she 
had him put in prison ,,-here, after seyeral l1lonths, he died. 
This ,vas a very serious crilne, and it is hard to understand 
ho\v a \VOl1lan \yith everything in the \vorld to n1ake her 



34 


lite QueeJls of England. 


happy, and \yith qualities so fine and noble as 1\1atilda's 
certainly '''ere, could have been capable of it. 
"After an absence of six nlonths, 'Villianl returned to 
N ornlandy, accolnpanied by a nlunber of Saxon noble- 
lnen. He brought a large quantity of costly spoils, 
anlong ,yhich ,vere garnlents richly elnbroidered in sil- 
ver and gold by the skilful hands of the Anglo-Saxon 
'''on1en, ,,,hose beautiful ,,,ork ,vas reno,vned all over the 
,vorld. 
The ,vhole SU1111ner \\Tas spent by the royal couple in 
travelling and alnuselnents until ne,vs \vås brought to vVil- 
lian1 that his Saxon subjects ,vere planning an insurrection, 
\\Then he hastened back to England. He arrived before 
any yery serious steps had been taken. 
He no,v began to see that his position would be in 
eyery respect Inore agreeable, and his subjects ,vould be 
better satisfied if he had his falnily at court, so he sent a 
numerous company over to N onnandy to conduct theln to 
England. . 
[A.D. I068.J They proceeded at once to 'Vinchester, 
\vhere the queen's coronation took place ,vith great pOlnp 
and cerelnony. In order to render it still Inore ilnposing, 
\Villianl had hÏ1nself cro,vned a second tilne, but on this 
occasion there ,vas no such excitelnent as disturbed the 
first cro,v.ning. Eyerybody,vas charnled ,,,ith the graceful, 
Ina jestic appearance of the new queen, though SOBle of the 
Saxons objected to her being called Regina, ,vhich is the 
Latin ,vord, signifying Queen. Ho,vever, 'Villianl insisted 
upon this honor being conferred on his \vife; though pre- 
vious to his reign all the ,vives of the various kings had 
siInply been tenned "the lady, his companion." 'To be 
sure, fe\v of the queens of 'England could clainl Inore 
illustrious descent than 1\1 atilcla; for .t\lfrecl, the best and 
noblest of their sovereigns, was one of her ancestors, and 
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she ,vas connected ,vith most of the royal families in 
Europe. 
After the coronation ceremony, a grand banquet ,\Tas 
served, at ,vhich both the king and queen .presided. 
N O\V, T\latilda had to be served by her ne\v subjects, the 
English, because they \vould not have been satisfied if she 
had kept only her N onnan laàies in attendance. 
The king \vas so happy that he besto\ved favors right 
and left in order to gain the affection of the nation. He 
also revived SOlne of the old offices at court, \vhich \vas a 
very popular act. _ \n1ong these, ,vas that of grand pan- 
netier, ,vhose duty it \vas to carry the salt and the car\'ing- 
knives fron1 the pantry to the king's dining-table on state 
occasions. His fees \vere the salt-cellars, spoons, knives, 
and bread-covers laid on the royal table. Forks \vere not 
alnong the luxuries of \\"illialn the Conqueror's day, \vhen 
people 111USt have verified the proverb of later tiInes, that 
"fingers \vere Inade before forks." The .l\Ianor of Ad- 
dington \vas presented to the cook for preparing a kind of 
,,,hite soup that tickled his n1a jesty's palate. 
During the grand coronation banquet, a noble cavalier, 
named 
Iarn1Íon, rode into the hall on horseback, COIH- 
pletely armed, and shouted out three tin1es: "If anybody 
denies that our 1110st gracious sovereign Lord \Villialn, and 
his spouse ::\Iatilda, are IZ-ing and Queen of England, he 
is a false-hearted traitor and liar, and here I do challenge 
hin1 to single cOll1bat." 
Nobody accepted- the challenge. 
G neIer a glass case at the :\luseum of Bayeux is pre- 
served to this very day, a piece of canvas, nineteen inches 
broad and sixty-seven yards long, on \vhich Queen 1\latilda 
embroidered the \vhole conquest of England by her hus- 
band. There are l11any hundred figures of n1en, horses, 
birds, beasts, houses, trees, castles, and churches, all done 
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in their proper colors. The designs \"ere lTIade by a dwarf 
artist named Turold, who 
SeeITIS to have been far- 
sighted enough to know 
that the \vork \vould be- 
come celebrated, for he 
has curiously Inanaged to 
introduce his o\vn figure 
"J: or nalne on the canvas 
:.I.1 

 \vherever it \vas possible. 
=-- 

 After \VillialTI and his 
:l., 

 \\"ife \vere seated on the 

 throne, there was a season 
:.L1 

 of tranquillity. rrhen the 

 

 Conqueror laid the foun- 

 elation for the great To\ver 
:t of London, as \vell as other 
o 

 strong fortresses. But re- 
g volts began again, and the 
z 
8 N on11ans den1anded the 

 return of l\Iatilda. She 

 
:2 resolved to gratify theIn, 

 but in so doing displeased 

 the English, for they kne\v 
3 that during her absence 
f there \vould be fe\ver cele. 
.... 

 brations at court, and they 
would thus be deprived of 
opportunities for dispos- 
ing of their fine goods. 
[A.D. 1069.J All the 
\vorking people \vere af- 
fected, n10re or less, by 
her departure, and they 
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got into a habit of gathering at each other's houses to dis- 
cuss their \vrongs and grievances. Fearing that they might 
?tin1ulate one another to revolt, "Tillialll instituted the Cur- 
fe\", or the tolling of a bell, at eight o'clock everyeyening. 
This \vas a signal for all the lights and fires to be put out 
in the d\yellings; the 
,yord ,,-as originally 
(OUTre feu, ,,,hich 
means extinguishing 
fires. 
Then '\Tillian1 Inade 
\var in the north of 
England and laid 
\vaste the ,,"hole coun- 
try. In one of the 
battles a fair young 
Saxon, ,vho \yas en- 
gaged to one of the 
king's daughters, ,,,as 
killed. 
As time v{ent on, 
Norman customs \vere 
adopted in England, 
and that dialect, 
,yhich ,yas a 111ixture of French and Danish, became pop- 
ular. The learned \vrote and conversed in Latin. 
N O\V, the ladies of Normandy, \vhose husbands "'ere 
fighting 'Villiam's battles, began to grow tired of the long 
separation; besides, certain bits of gossip that came over 
the ,vater to them aroused their jealousy. So, n1any of 
then1 insisted on recalling their lords \vho, for the sake of 
peace, \vere obliged to desert the king, and obey. The 
queen herself set a very bad example, for gro,ving jealous 
of a daughter of one of the priests, she actually had the 
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poor girl secretly put to death. \Yhen \Vïllia!l1 ,vent to 
Normandy, he beat her severely for this shall1eful deed. 
Such treatlnent does not seen1 tó haye surprised her 
very lnuch, though, for she forgaye hin1 just as she did for 
a sin1ilar indignity before her Inarriage, and the royal 
couple \vere soon liyíng on the 1110st an1icable tern1S 
agaIn. 
But there \vas one serious cause of disagreement be.. 
t\veen thel11. It \yas the great affection that the queen felt 
for her eldest son Robert. She loyed hin1 better than 8.ny 
of her other children, \vhile the third son, \Villialn Rufus, 
\vas the king's favorite. 
Robert "\\ras a proud, self-\villed, quick-telnperedlad, \\-ho' 
ah,.ays \vanted to rule, and the position of trust and iln- 
portance that he had filled in Normandy during his father's 
absence had encouraged this disposition. He \vas spoiled, 
and sho\ved an inclination to rebel \vhen \Villian1 resun1ed 
the reins of governn1ent. 
[A.D. 1076.J One day when he was \valking \vith S0111e 
companions around the castle, his two younger brother
, 
'iVilliam Rufus and Richard, \vith a desire for boyish fun, 
thre\v some dirty wate! out of the \vinclow directly on his 
head. Instead of receiving the joke good-naturedly, or 
retaliating as any brother 1l1ight be expected to do, Robert 
fle\v into a passion, and \vith a dra\vn s\vord ill his hand 
rushed up-stairs, declaring that he would kill the offenders. 
A great tUlnult ensued, and it \vas only the appearance of 
their father who burst into the roon1, flourishing his sv{ord, 
and pronouncing angry threats, that prevented fatal con- 
sequences. 
That evening Robert privately \vithclrew from court \vith 
a party of young nobles \vho were attached to hinl. He 
stood upon his dignity and refused to bow to his father's 
will. 
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jJlatilda Of Flanders. 


4 1 


About this tin1e the Princess Constance 111arried, and 
shortly after Princess Cicely entered a convent. 
Then the queen received a seyere blo,,, in the death of 
her second son, Richard, a prince of lnost amiable disposi- 
tion and studious habits. But Robert's bad conduct and 
his disrespectful behayior to,vards his father gaye her more 
real sorro,,,, than anything else in the ,vodd. 
.A.fter a short absence 
he sought the king's 
presence and Inade a 
request that he should 
be appointed Soyer- 
eign of N onnandy, say- 
ing, "It is Iny right 
 
have you not prolnised 
to besto\v it on Ine ? " 
"It is not nlY custom 
to strip until I go to 
bed," replied the king, 
adding some ,vhole- 
sonle advice. 
Then Robert, be- 
coming ilnpertinent, 
said he did not come 
to listen to sermons, 
and angrily ,vithdre\v. He iminediately ,vent to live ,vith 
his uncle, the Earl of Flanders. There he lived such a 
,vild, extravagant life that his mother ,vas frequently called 
upon to supply hiln \yith extra funds. \Vhen her private 
purse ,vas empty, she sold her je\vels and even her gar- 
11lents to provide the ".icked youth \vith \vhat he delnanded. 
All this ,vas kept secret froin \Villialn, ,vhich ,vas cer- 
tainly very wrong. But he found it out at last, and it need 
scarcely be said, that he \vas exceedingly angry. However, 
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he did not beat his \vife this tilne; perhaps he had heard 
before of ,yomen Inaking sacrifices for their children, 
but he ,vas hurt at l\latilda's lack of confidence in hiBl, 
and told her very truly, "The 'YOBlan ,Yho deceives her 
husband is the destruction of her o\"n house." She de- 
fended herself so \yell, that he forgave her at last, and 
continued to love her till the very end of her life. 
Bpt somebody had to be punished, and the victil11 \vas 
the agent ,vho had for\varded the Bloney to Robert, and 
attended to the selling of the Queen's je,vels and gannents. 
The poor l11an ,vas condelnned to have his eyes put out. 
Filled \vith .terror, he ran to a n10nastery, ,,-here, \vithin 
t\ven ty-four hours he ,,'as shaven and shorn and became a 
professed Inonk. Thus ,,,as he protected. 
Robert's aBlbition \vould not let hin1 rest, so he prepared 
an attack on England. There ,vas a furious battle, and 
it so happened, that in the n1idst of it a hand to hand 
encounter took place bet\veeen father and son. \Villian1 
,vas run through the ann \vith his adversary's lance and 
unhorsed. I t is to be hoped, that as the ,varriors ,yore 
their visors do\vn- they did not recognize each other, for it 
\vould be horrible to think of a father's being intentionally 
\\
ounded by his o\vn flesh and blood. He cried out so 
loudly that he \vas kno,vn at once; then Robert raised hiBl 
tenderly from the ground and begged to be forgiven, \"hile 
he placed the \vounded king on his o\vn horse and led hiln 
to a place of safety. 
I t ,vas a long tiIne after the battle, in \yhich Robert 
caBle off victorious, before he \vas blessed \vith his father's 
forgiveness, and this ,vas brought a bout by the over-fond 
Blother. Her health had suffered so ll1uch on account of 
the constant anxiety to \vhich she \vas subjected, that 
William granted her request to invite his erring son hOlne. 
But Robert was never adlnitted to his father's confidence. 
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[A..D. 1078.J It \vas 'Yilliam the Conqueror ,,,ho estab- 
lished the celebrated Doomsday Book \vhich contained a 
s.urvey of all the lands throughout England. The object 
of this book ,vas to enable the sovereign so to regulate 
taxes as to feel sure that he recei,.ed as Inuch as he dared 
exact from each subject. 
It \vas ,vhile her husband ,vas lnaking one of his expedi- 
tions to Normandy that Queen !\latilùa heard of a German 
hennit ,,,ho \vas reno\vned for his gift of prophecy. She 
sent to consult him as to ,,,hat ,vas likely to be the result 
of the ill feeling existing bet,veen her husband and Robert. 
The hennit required three days for his reply, ,vhich ,vas: 
"Tell your Inistress that the 1\lost High has n1ade kno\vn 
to me in a drealn, \yhat she desires to hear. I sa,v in my 
vision, a pasture covered ,vith grass and flo\vers. A noble 
charger ,vas feeding thereon. A numerous herd gathered 
near eager to share the feast, but the charger ,vould not 
permit them to approach. But, alas! suddenly he dropped 
dead, and a poor silly steer appeared in his place. He 
had no po\ver to keep off the meaner animals, so they all 
rushed into the field and trampled do,vn the grass and 
flo\vers that they failed to devour. This is the explanation: 
"The noble steed is 'Villialn the Conqueror, \"ho by 
his \visdom and po\ver keeps his surrounding foes in a\ve. 
The dull beast is Robert, \vho \vill succeed him. The other 
animals are the enyious princes \vho are \vaiting for an op- 
portunity to attack the fields of N onnandy, and destroy 
the land. If the illustrious lady do not labor to restore 
peace, there \vill be nothing but misery, ruin, and desola- 
tion to her beloved country." This Inessage came close 
upon the death of the Princess Constance, and added so 
much to l\latilda's sorro\v that her health broke do,vn, and 
she died. She had reigned seyenteen years, and \vas the 
first Anglo-Nonnan Queen of England. 
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l\iatilda's funeral \yas conducted \vith great pomp, and 
the tOlnb that ,vas placed oyer her grave \vas a n1ass of 
scul pture and precious stones. 
The king 1110urned the loss of his noble cOlnpanion for 
n1any days; he gave up all his favorite sports and becalne 
an irritable, lnelancholy n1an. He survived his \\Tife only 
four years. .; 
Then Robert got possession of Nonnandy, but his at- 
tempt to place hiInself on the throne of England shortly 
after\vards failed. 
[A.D
 1087.J \\7illian1 Rufus, called the Red King on 
account of the color of his hair, succeeded \Villialll the 
Conqueror, and his brother Henry becallle king ,,,hen he 
died. Robert ended his life in a prison, after being shut 
up in it for t\venty-eight years. 
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PLEASURE BARGE ON THE fHAMES. 



CHAP1'ER III. 


::\L-\TILDÁ.\.. OF SCOTL.L\XD, Q.UEE
 OF HEXRY I. 
( ...\... D . 1077 -1118. ) 


THIS princess is called "
rhe Good Queen," a title that 
sho,,,s ho,v dear she ITIUSt have been to her subjects, and 
ho\v much she I11ust have done to prOl1lote their happiness. 
She is the only princess of Scotland ,,"ho e,yer shared the 
throne of an English king. 
Her aunt, Christina Athelin
, \yas ..\bbess of Rumsey, 
and did all s11e could to influence 
Iatilda to take the veil 
and enter a convent. But this ,vas very displeasing to her 
father, the King of Scotland, and one day "'hen she en 
tered his presence ,vith a nun's veil fastened to her head, 
he indignantly tore it to pieces, saying that he intended 
her to become a ,,,ife SOlne day, not a nun. This circun1- 
stance B1ade such an Ï1npression on her youthfullnind, that 
she never forgot it. 
'Vhen the king Blade this relnark, there ,vas a young 
ITIan present ,vhose n
llne ,vas 
\lan, Duke of Bretagne. 
He \yas the ,vido\ver of Constance, 'Yilliau1 the Con- 
queror's daughter, consequently luuch too old for ::\Iatilda : 
nevertheless, he lnade up his 111ind on the spot that he 
\\ auld Blake her his ,,,ife if he could get her consent. 
But no, v ,ve lnust tell son1ething about the illustrious 
1110ther of this princess, to ,vhorn she ,vas indebted for her 
earliest lessons in piety and virtue. 
Her BaIne ,vas :ft'Iargaret, and her parents \vere Ed\vard 
Atheling, surnan1ecl the Outla,v, and a daughter of Henry 
II. of Gern1é1..!Y.,-. 


4-5 
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[A.D. 1068.] \
hen she '.vas a young lady, her family 
deternlined to leave England and take up their residence 
in Hungary, but the shi!) on \\Thich they enlbarked becalne 
dis:1bled, and ,vas driven by a stonn into the Fritl. of Forth. 
1\1 alcohn C anlnore, "Tho ,vas Kjng of Scotland, chanced to 
be present ,vhen they arrived, and so struck ,vas he ,vith 
the extrenlP, beauty of the I.lady Margaret, that a fe\v days 
later he de1nancled her hand in .lnarriage. 'fhis offer 
plp,ased her brother J:1:dgar Atheling very much, because, 
not only \vas it a fine thing to have his sister in such a 
lofty position, but Malcolm had received thenl all so kindly 
and hospitably that he had made an excellent inlpression, 
so J1:dgar joyfully gave his consent. 
The spot ,vhere Margaret first set foot on Scottish soil is 
to this day called Queen's Ferry in melTIOry of the cÍrCUlll- 
stance. 
No\v, Malcolm could neither read nor v;rite, and he "vas 
so rough and váld, that llîany of her Saxon friends objected 
to so pure and intellectual a girl as 1\Iargaret uniting her- 
se1f to hím. She loved hinl, ho\vever, and inl1necliately 
after her Inarriage she set to ,vork to refonn her household 
as \vell as she could, and to introduce religious ceren10nies, 
\vhich ,vere sadly \vanting. 
Her husband felt her superiority, and had so ITIuch CO}l
- 
dence in her judglnent that he left the entire control of the 
roval household in her hands. He entertained such re- 
. . 
spect and admiration for her virtues as \vell as her mental 
qualities, that her influence over hilTI was excellent. 
All persons ,vho \vere leading bad, iInnloral lives were 
disInissecl fronl the court, and no one was allo\ved to hold 
an office of any kind \vho failed in honesty or sobriety. 
Although grace ,vas said daily after each meal, by Turgot, 
the court chaplain, the Scotch nobles \vere in the habit 
of leaving the table as soon as they had satisfied their 
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sto111achs, \yithout ,,'aiting for the grace. This displeased 
1Iargaret, and she began to consider \,"hat she could do to 
keep theln in their seats \vithout cOl1unanding them to stay. 
At last her \VOIBan's ingenuity fixed upon this arrangen1ent. 
She ordered a cup ef the yery choicest \vine in the royal 
cellar to be served to each U1an after grace, and by degrees 
she had the satisfaction of seeing not a single vacant chair 
at table so long as Turgot relnained. In tin1e the "grace 
cup" becalne an established custon1 not only at court, but 
in the castles of the nobility, and the d\vellings of the hum- 
bler classes throughout the land. 
1Iargaret \yas also a devoted mother, and besto\vecl a 
great deal of care upon the education of her seven chil- 
dren. The learned Turgot \vas their preceptor and con- 
fessor, and \vhen the queen \vas dying she said to hill1: 
" Fare\vell! 111)'" life is dra\ving to a close; to you I cOlntnit 
the care of Iny children; teach them above all things to 
love and fear God." 
Her husband had been killed by treachery a short time 
pre\'iously, so the five princes and t\VO princesses \vere left 
orphans. 
Their uncle Edgar ,vas very kind to them all, and placed 
the girls, 1Iatilda and 1Iary, at the convent, \vith their 
aunt Christina, ,,"here he kne,v that they \yould have 
a better training and education than he could possibly 
besto,v on theine There they remained for a long tiu1e, 
and \vere carefully instructed in the art of reading as \vell 
as in good nlanners. 
Christina ahvays hoped that they \vould both beCOlne 
nuns, and considering that they "Tere entirely under her 
influence, ,vith no parents, their brothers at a distance, and 
no houle but the convent, it seen1S strange that they did 
not. But they ,vere reserved for another fate. 
In those rude times the Nonnan nobles were so rough 
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and uncultivated that they had no respect for any woman 
excepting those consecrated to religion, consequently it 
,,,as a common CUStOl1l for young girls to dress in nun's 
attire for protection. 
Rut Christina n1ade her nieces \v
ar the great, thick, 
heavy, black veil because it \"as all settled in her Inind that 
it \vas to be forever, and \vhenever she sa,v Matilda ,vithout 
hers, she scolded her and treated her very harshly. Poor 
l\1atilda found it so uncon1fortable, and no doubt unbe- 
cOIning too, that she \vept n1any a bitter tear over the 
infliction, and the InOlnent she was out of her stern aunt's 
sight, she \\'ould fling the veil on the ground and stanlp 
upon it. During the seven long years that she spent in the 
dreary conyent, she 11luSt, n1any a tiIne, have \vished for 
her dear father to relieve her, as he once did. 
I\1atilda ,vas passionately fond of music and devoted 
nluch time and attention to this art. \Vhen she becalne 
Queen of England she \vas exceedingly liberal in her re- 
,vards to those n10nks ,,,ho sang the church service ,veIl, 
and did everything in her po\ver to encourage them. 
"'hile at the convent, this princess received t\VO offers of 
marriage. The first \vas froln the Alan, to \VhOIn we referred 
at the beginning of this biography. But fortunately for 
her he died before she \vas called upon to give an ans\ver, 
for she positively asserted that she ,vollld rather ,vear the 
odious yeil forever than \\'ed hinl. The other offer ,vas 
froln the young and handsolne vVilliaIn \Varren, Earl of 
Surrey. But hiIn she did not love, and although he ,vas one 
of the richest and Inost po\verful of the baronets of Eng- 
land or N onnandy, she refused hinl. She ,vas s0111e,vhat 
sly on this occasion, for she pleaded her devotion to a 
religious life as excuse, though the real one \vas the affec- 
tion she entertained for Henry, fourth son of \\Tilliau1 the 
Conqueror. 
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She ,vas then at \Yilton .,1bbey, near \Vinchester, the 
favorite hon1e of the Norman king. Edgar Atheling, ,vho 
,vas very fond of his niece, ,vent frequently to see her, and 
Henry s0111etimes accompanied hin1. On such occasions 
it is probable that I\fatilda managed to leave off her veil, 
for she ,vas too pretty not to be s0111e\vhat vain, and Henry 
,vas too young and ardent not to have his 
heart touched by her charms. 
This prince \vas surnamed Beauclerc 
because he \vas such a good student, and 

Iatilda ,,,as so \vell educated herself that 
she could appreciate his intellect and ac- 
cOlnplishlllents. Therefore she preferred 
hin1 to \Varren, and no doubt by a ,vhis- 
pered \yord, or a sly glance, succeeded in 
letting hin1 kno\v it. 
Of all \\"illialn the Conqueror's sons, 
Henry ,vas lnost in favor among the 
English, o\ving to his having been born 
on their soil; nevertheless it ,vas a long 
tilne before he became king. 
\Vhen on his deathbed, his father called Henry to hiIn 
and lnade the follo\ving prophecy: "Thy elder brothers 
Inay go before thee. Robert shall have Normandy, and 
\Villiam shall have England, but thou shalt be inheritor of 
all 111Y honors, and shalt excel both thy brethren in riches 
and po\ver." 
This dying prophecy ,vas not fulfilled until he ,vas thirty- 
t\VO years old, \"hen \Vat Tyrrel's arro\v placed hin1 on the 
throne. I t happened in this \vay: Willialn Rufus, ,,,ith his 
brother Henry and a large party of attendants, ,vere hunt- 
ing one day, ,vhen Henry, by some mistake, ,vas separated 
from the others and found hitnself quite alone in an ad- 
joining forest. Suddenly, the string of his cross-bow 
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snapped, and he entered the hut of the nearest forester to 
have it mended. 
A shrivelled-up old ,vornan, \vho sat on the hearth-stone 
and looked like one of the ,vitches in l\Iacbeth, saluted hin1 
as king. He ,vas very Inuch surprised at this, and began to 
assure her that she had Inade a Inistake. \'Tithout heeding 
his reply, she continued in a cracked voice, holding up her 
long, bony forefinger in token of ,,,arning,-A- 


· " Hasty news to thee I bring, 
Henry, thou art now a king; 
rYIark the words and heed them weB, 
\Vhich to thee in sooth I tell, 
And recall them in the hour 
Of thy regal state and power." 


Henry ,vas an1azed, but had no time to reply before the 
Red King's attendants surrounded the door of the hut with 
ne,vs that their Sovereign had been shot and instantly 
killed. Wat Tyrrel's arrow had accidentally struck hilTI 
in the head, and the unlucky Inarkslnan had fled to escape 
punishn1ent. 
Prince Henry did not ,vait to ,veep over the sad fate of 
his brother, nor even to see his body properly cared for, 
but jumped into the saddle and made speed for Winchester. 
The cause of this haste ,vas that the royal treasurer, ,vho 
happened to be present at the chase, declared elnphatically 
that the cro,vn no\v belonged to Robert, and started on a 
race with Henry to announce it at the Norman palace. 
But Robert \\'as in the Holy Land, so, \vith dra,vn s,vord, 
Henry forced the treasurer to give up his keys, and at once 
took possession of the royal robes, jewels, and regalia. This 
high-handed action caused dissatisfaction among those 
nobles ,vho owned lands in Nonnandy, for they were de- 
sirous that their duke should succeed; so it ,vas resolved 
to settle the question in the council chalnber. All the 
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nobles and prelates asselnbled, and ,,,hile they "Tere de- 
bating the nlatter, Henry gathered a cro\yd about him in 
the street, and eloquently pleaded his o\\'n cause. First 
he ren1Ìnded theln that he \\'as a born Englishu1an, then 
he nlade the most flattering pron1Ìses, and concluded his 
speech by assuring theln that they should haye an English 
queen, and be goyerned by English la\vs. Loud shouts 
and hurrahs greeted his ears, and " Long li\7e Henry, King 
of England!" passed froln mouth to lnouth, until it \yas 
taken up in the council hall itself, and thus, by the \7oice of 
the people ,vas the succeSSIon settled. 
On the day after this scene Henry ,vas cro\\Tned at \\r est- 
nlinster Abbey. The prolnises he Inade he fully intended 
to execute, and set about his \vork of reform ,yithout delay. 
His popularity increased, and ,,,hen he nlade kno,vn his 
intention to nlarry 1\Iatilda, a descendant of their belo\Ted 
King Alfred, and a girl educated in England, it met \vith 
great fayor. 
He then Inade a fonnal proposal for her to her brother, 
the I
ing of ScotJancl. But the Abbess Christina "'as 
detennined Dot to gh'e her up ,vithout a struggle, l1lore- 
O\Ter, she \yas a Saxon, and objected to haying the N onnan 
1ine strengthened by such a union; so she declared that 

Iatilda \vas a consecrated nun, ,,,horn ît \volllcl be a sacri- 
lege to marry. 
R enry did not dare to act in defiance of the church, 
though he had resolyed on this lnarriage, so he ,vrote to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury asking advice. That prel- 
ate refused to decide so ilnportant a question alone, but 
sunllnoned a council of churchlnen, before \\"hOll1 I\latilda 
\vas requested to appear. 
This must haye been a most embarrassing ordeal for a 
young girl brought up in the strict seclusion of a conyent, 
but she ,vas equal to it, and ans,vered all the questions 
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put to her clearly and intelligibly. I'hey asked her v:hether 
she had taken any YO\YS, saying that if so, no motive could 
induce theln to consent to theÍr being broken. The prin- 
cess denied that she had ever done so. The archbishop 
asked her if she had not \vorn the black veil at her father's 
court, and subsequently in the nunneries of RUl1lsey and 
\\ìilton. 
" I do not deny," she replied, "having \vorn the veil in 
nlY father's court; for \yhen I \"as a child my aunt Christina 
put a piece of black cloth over Iny head; but \"hen n1Y 
father sa\v it, he snatched it off in great rage, and s\vore 
at the person ,vho had put it on Ine, observing at the san1e 
tilne that it \vas his intention to give IDe in Inarriage, not to 
devote IHe to the church." 
Then she told ho\v she had worn the veil for protection 
at first, and after\vards, because her aunt \vould beat and 
scold her ,vhenever she left it off. 
This explanation ,vas considered perfectly satisfactory, 
and the council pronounced 1Ylatilda free to contract Inar- 
riage 
'ith the king. 
N ow, although she loved Henry, and certainly had no 
desire to remain longer in the convent, yet she hesitated 
about getting Inarried because she had heard the king 
was not so good and virtuous as he ought to be, and she 
feared to trust her happiness in his keeping. But those 
connected \vith the Saxon royal line entreated her \vith 
these ,vords: "0 nlost noble and most gracious of 'VOlnen, 
if thou v:ouldst, thou couldst raise up the ancient honor of 
England, thou \vouldst be a pledge of reconciliation; but 
if thou refusest, the enmity bet\veen the Saxon and N or- 
man races ,vill be eternal; hUlnan blood váll never cease 
to flo\v." 
This was a strong argument in favor of her marriage. 
She was to becoI11e a bond of peace to a dh'ided nation, 
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and she ceased to object ,,-hen Henry promised to ùe a 
constitutional monarch, and observe the la\vs and privileges 
established by Alfred. 
Three years and six Inonths after his coronation Henry 
and I\Iatilda \vere Inarried, and the latter \yas cro\vned at 
\Vestminster. Before performing the ceremony, the arch- 
bishop stood up in the pulpit, and related the \vhole history 
of the princess's life, because he "ranted to leave no room 
for doubt that she \vas justified in getting married. He 
then asked in a loud tone \yhether anybody present had 
an objection to raise. All declared that the Inatter \yas 
rightly settled. 
This marriage proved one of the happiest events for the 
I
nglish nation, for the queen's thoughts \"ere ahyays for 
the COlnmon people, and she urged her husband to grant 
theln all their rights and pri,,-ileges. One of his first acts 
\\"as to abolish the curfe\v at her request, for she said that 
eyerybody ought to be pennitted to sit up and enjoy an 
eyening chat just as long as they pleased. 
Henry's Anglo-Saxon subject:, soon became so \yannly 
attached to hÌ1n, that they \vere anxious to sho\v hinl an 
allegiance \\"hich the stern la\vs of his father, or of the Red 
King, neyer could have forced from then1. They loved 
the queen also, because they kne\v that a great deal of 
their happiness \vas the result of her good influence. 
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PLAYING AT BOWLS. 



CHAPTER IV. 


THE royal couple lived at \VestIllinster, in the palace of 
Echvard the Confessor, and Matilda devoted much of her 
time to the care of the sick and the needy. She \vas so 
strict concerning her religious duties, that every day in 
Lent she ,vent to Westl1linster Abbey barefooted and 
clothed in a gannent of haircloth. Then she ,vould \vash 
and kiss the feet of the poorest people. One day a courtier 
reproved her for it, but she replied, as the folIo\ving curious 
dialogue, taken froln a rhyn1ing chronicle of the day, will 
sho\v, - 
"l\fadam, for God's love is this wen ado 
To handle sud1 unclean lil11bs and to kiss so? 
Foul would the king think if this thing he wist, 
And right wel] avile him ere he yonr lips kist." 
" Sir, sir! " quoth the queen, "be still. \Vhy say you so? 
OUf Lord himself example gave for to do so." 


On another occasion, her brother, the King of Scotland, 
who ,vas on a visit to the English court, entered Matilda's 
apartments, and found her on her knees \vashing the feet 
of sonle old beggars. She looked up, and asked hÏ1n if 
he \,'ould not assist her in this ,vork of charity and humili- 
ation, for the good of his soul. His majesty sll1iled and 
left the room \vithout l1laking any reply. Perhaps as he 
had never had any practice in that sort of labor he feared 
that he lnight not be able to perfonn it skilfully, or it may 
be that he did not care to encourage his sister in the hu- 
mility ,vhich she seemed inclined to carry to excess. How- 
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ever, 
Iatilda's good \yorks \vere not all directed in one 
channel, for she tried to benefit every class of her subjects, 
the rich as ,yell as the poor. Once \vhen she ,vas obliged 
to 'cross the riyer Lea on horseback, the tide \"as so high 
that she ran great danger of being dro,vned, so she caused 
a fine arched bridge to be built high up the stream. The 
Saxons called it the Bo,v Bridge. Then she bt
ili l110re of 
these structures, and to insure their being kept in good 
repair, she presented a 11lill or d,yelling-house to those \"hOl11 
she selected to attend to thenl. 
She planned ne,v roads and repaired old ones, thus facil- 
itating travel through the \yild, uncultivated parts of the 
country, so that in time merchants could cross the desolate 
Inoors \vith their ,,,ares ,vithout incurring Inuch risk. 
All this \vork ,vas probably done during her husband's 
absence fronl hOlne "'hen she \vas regent and could call on 
the public treasury, for certainly her private purse could 
never haye enabled her to undergo such a heavy outlay. 
But that 11lade no difference to her subjects, for they en- 
joyed the benefit of her improvelnents, and looked upon 
her as a real benefactress. 
Henry's ,vise Ia\vs did not give universal satisfaction by 
any Ineans; for the N onnan nobles objected to any check 
being placed on their actions. They had been used to 
doing just exactly as they pleased \vith only their s\veet 
\vills to govern theIn, and no\v \vhen they found that they 
could not comn1Ït crimes and outrages against the lo\yer 
classes \"ithout incurring punishment of some sort they 
Blade great cOIn plaints. They could not understand \"hy 
the Ia,ys that protected them and their fal11ilies should 
apply equally to the COnl11l0n people. Their alllnSenlents 
,vere restrained, and their la,vlessness no longer had free 
play. So they spoke ,vith utter conteIllpt of "that Saxon 
\voman," as they called i\Iatilcla, and actually "Tent so far 
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as to apply ridiculous nicknames to the royal couple, before 
their yery faces. 
Just t,vo years had passed since their lnarriagc, \vhen 
Duke Robert returned froln the Holy L.lnd. I-Ie deter- 
mined at once to invade England. N O\V, as I-Ienry's fleet 
,vas n1anned by N orn1ans, under the influence of N onnan 
chiefs, they refused to guard the coasts of England against 
their duke, but ,vent out to n1eet hin1, and brought hin1 in 
triulnph to Portsn1outh, \"here he ,vas joined by nearly all 
the Anglo-Nonnan nobles, as ,veIl as a great Inany of the 
English theInselyes. 
\\T ell, Robert lnarched straight on to \Vinchester, but \vith 
all his faults, he proved hiInself a true gentlelnan on this 
occasion: for ,,,hen he got there he heard that 
1atilda 
had a little baby and ,vas ill in bed, so he refused to storm 
the city. 
This consideration on his part pleased the queen so 
much, that she used her influence to bring about a recon- 
ciliation bet,veen her husband and his brother, and I-Ienry 
inyitcd Robert to court, ,,,here he ,vas feasted and enter- 
tained in a sUInptuous lnanner. The queen and her 
brother-in-Ia\v had one taste in con1Inon: they both loved 
music. It is only a pity that all Robert's fancies ,vere 
not so refined and hannless. 
Poets and n1Ïnstrels fron1 eyery part of Europe flocked 
to ]Vlatilda's court to recite their verses or sing their songs 
in her presence, and she took great pains to receive then1 
kindly and Inake theln \VelColne. The only objection that 
could be Inade to this custom, ,vas that it cost too much 
Inoney, for th
 queen was exceedingly liberal ,vith her 
rewards. Robert \vas so \vell pleased ,vith the treatlnent 
he received at his brother's court, that he prolonged 
his stay six lnonths, and he and the queen passed a 
great deal of tÏIlle in each other's society singing and 



studying music; and quite a \varm affection gre\v up 
bet\veen then1. 
. [A.D. I104.J The follo,ving year the Duke of Normandy 
\Tisited England again, probably to den1and the payment of 
his pension. As he 
,yas accolnpanied 
by only t\vel ve gen- 
tlemen it could 
scarcely haye been 
his purpose to raise 
a revolt. N ever- 
thèless, \vhen Hen- 
ry heard of his ar- 
rival he said, "By 
Iny faith, should he 
fall into 111Y hands, 
I \vill keep hin1 so 
closely in1prisoned 
that he shall never 


glye n1e any Inore 
trouble." 
A friend of Rob- 
ert's heard this 
remark, and has- 
tened to \varn him 
of his danger, ad- 
vising hiln to seek r.", 
the queen's protec- 
tion, \yhich he \vas very glad to do. She spoke kind 
and comforting "rords, assuring hin1 that she \vould do 
all in her po,ver to save hin1 froln the anger of the king. 
But Robert ,vas so alannecl that he scarcely listened to 
\vhat she said. He declared hin1self ready to n1ake almost 
any sacrifice to insure his personal safety, and even offered 
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to dispense \yith the annual Slun the king regularlyallo\ved 
him for resigning his claÏ1n to the throne. 
\Vhen Henry heard this, he 
sent for the queen to COlne to 
hin1 and bring Duke Robert 
\"ith her. She did so, and 
the duke thus addre ss ed h i s 

 I I 

 brother: 


" Fair sire, I aln come to 
see you out of affection, and 
not" to injure either you or 
yours. \\T e are brothers, born 
of one father and 0!1e Inother. 
If I an1 the eldest, you have 
the honor of the cro,,'n, \yhich 
is a 111uch better thing. I love 
you ,veIl, and thus it ought to 
be. I have given over to the 
queen all you o,ve Ine .for this 
kingdo111. \Ve \yill be friends 
no\v and exchange gifts of je,v- 
els, dogs, and birds." 
The king replied: "\V e \vill 
do as you say, \vith thanks." 
N O\V, one of Rùbert's vices 
,vas inteinperance, ,,,hich ,vas 
so great, that he \\TolIld oftèn 
be in a state of intoxication 
for days together. So, not 
long after his friendly speech, 
"'hen he ,vas under the influence of ,vine, he accused 
Henry of ha,'ing cheated hin1 out of his pension, by 
Inaking .:\Iatilda 111islead hill1 \\'ith her fair ,yords. Of 
course, after that there could be nothing but bitter and 
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unkind feelings bet\veen the royal brothers, and Robert 
Inade so many threats, that the king eU1barked for N or- 
mandy, determined to make ,var on hiIn. 
But ,vhen he got there, Anseln1, the old archbishop, 
effected a reconciliation. 
Ansehn then returned to England and gave l\Iatilda 
much pain, by putting in force a plan that he had agreed 
upon ,,,ith Henry. It ,,'as to forbid any of the Anglo- 
Saxon clergy to n1arry, and to turn those out (f the church 
,vho ,vere already Inarried. 'f,vo hundred of these poor 
unfortunates stood barefooted in the streets of London, 
,yhen Henry returned, begging for cOlnpassion. He turned 
aside, and sho\ved plainly. that they ,vere to look for 
neither aid nor sympathy fron1 hiln, \vhile the good 11 a- 
tilda ,vept bitterly, saying that" she dared not interfere." 
At this tin1e the royal couple had t,,"o children, a boy 
nan1ed \Villia111, and a little daughter ,,,ho ,vas placed at 
\Vilton Abbey for care and education. 
The Anglo-Normans ,vere so 111uch pleased ,vith the 
Saxon style of ,,,earing their hair, ,,,hich ,vas in long ring- 
lets flo,,,ing to their shoulders, their n10uths and chins 
coyered ,vith it too, that they soon imitated them. The 
king especially ,vas relnarkable for the beauty of his locks, 
,vhich he cherished ,vith care, though the Norman clergy 
highly disapproved of such yanity. 
One day, ,vhile Henry ,vas in Normandy, he and his 
train entered a church, ,,,here the bishop began to preach 

bout the sinfulness of this ne,,, fashion, saying, "It \vas a 
device of the e,.il one to bring souls into eyerlasting per- 
dition, the Inoustached, bearded, and long-haired men 
reseInbli
g filthy goats." The discourse ,vas so touching 
that the King of England and his courtiers ,vept. Then 
the bishop dre,v a large pair of scissors froln his sleeve 
and proceeded to crop off the curls and beards of his 
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hearers, beginning with Henry, ,,,ho "'as anxious to prove 
the sincerity of his tears. 1'hus for nearly an hour the 
church resen1bled a barber-shop, and afterwards Henry 
published an edict forever abolishing such sinful adorn- 
ments as ringlets and beards. 
After this Henry pursued the war in Norn1andy, com- 
pletely conquered that country, and returned in triumph 
to England ,,,ith Edgar Atheling, Robert, and four hundred 
valiant knights as prisoners. 
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He then relnoved his court to \Vindsor Castle, which 
had been completed by Matilda during his absence. It 
no\v becalne necessary for Henry to spend part of every 
year in N onnandy, as he was ruler of that country as ,veIl 
as of England. 
In 1109 he received an ambassador from the Emperor 
Henry V., \vho came to make a proposal for the hand of 
the little Princess Matilda, then only six years of age. 
The offer was accepted, but the child was pennitted to 
remain at hon1e until she had reached the lnature age of 
twelve, \vhen she was n1arried and cro\vned in the cathedra] 
of Mentz. The little elnpress ,vas very kindly treated by 
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her husband, \vho ,vas forty years her senior; and she ,vas 
so an1Íable and pretty, that she \von the hearts of the Ger- 
man princes, his sons. 
. \Vhen Prince \Villiam ,,'as t\velve years old, the king 
took hin1 to N onnandy, and presented hiln, ,vith great 
pon1p, as heir to the duchy. The barons and freemen s\vore 
fealty to hin1. 
The royal family passed the follo\ving Christlnas at the 
Abbey of St. A]ban's as guests of the Abbot Richard, \\"ho 
invited theIn, as \vell as a large cOlnpany of prelates and 
nobles, to assist at the consecration of the abbey. In a 
rich illuminated volulne, called the Golden Book of St. 
Alban's, (no\v in the British 1Iuseun1,) is a likeness of the 
queen, evidently rnade at this til11e. 
In the year I I 17, a fresh revolt called I-Ienry to N or- 
mandy again, and during his absence "the Good Queen," 
\vhose health had been failing for Inany 1110nths, died. 
To the last hour of her life she ,vas a beautiful exan1ple 
of piety and self-denial, and her virtues had lnade her so 
dear to her subjects of every class, that she \vas passion- 
ately lan1ented by the1n all. She ,vas buried at \V estmin
 
ster Abbey near her royal uncle, Ed\\"ard the Confessor. 
After her death, her three Saxon lnaids of honor retired 
to a hermitage \vhere there ,vas a holy \vell, or Inedicinal 
spring, and established a convent there. They \vere pious 
ladies, ahvays ready to besto\v alms and relieve the sick ai1d 
suffering, and passed the rest of their lives in ilnitating the 
charitable, \vorthy deeds of their royal lnistress. 
Prince \Villian1 never returned to England after the 
death of his lnother, but spent Inuch of his tilne fighting 
against the King of France, at his father's side. 
In I I 19 he Inarried Alice, daughter of the Earl of 
Anjou. A year later he accon1panied his father to Harfleur 
for the purpose of elnbarking for England. The king set 
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sail the saIne night, leaving the prince to follo\y in the 
"White Ship" the finest vessel in the Norman navy. 
William \vent on board \vith a gay party of young friends, 
and ordered three casks of \vine to be given to the 
ship's cre\v. This \vas a lnistake, for the sailors \vere, 
for the most part, intoxicated when they sailed. Prince 
\Villiam, desiring to overtake the rest of the fleet, ordered 
his captain to put up all his sails, and the "\\lhite Ship" 
went rushing through the ,vater \vith such dangerous speed, 
that she suddenly struck a rock and began to sink. All 
\vas terror and confusion. The life-boat \\-as launched, and 
the young heir of England, \vith seyeral of his conlpan- 
ions, got into it, and \vould probably have been able to ro\v 
back to the N onnan shore in safety; but the cries of his 
half-sister calling on hÎ1n for assistance reached his ear. 
He conlmanded the boat back, and as soon as it neared 
the ship, such nUlnbers sprang into it that it ilnlnediately 
sank. Out of three hundred persons \vho elnbarked on 
the ill-fated vessel only one escaped to tell the sad tale. 
This \vas a poor butcher, 
'ho clÎ1nbed to the top of the 
Inast, and \vas rescued next lnorning by SOlne fishennen. 
The report of the disaster reached England next day, 
but there \vas nobody bold enough to carry it to the king, 
so for three days he \vas left in suspense. 
At length his private little page \vas selected to break 
the ne\vs to the bereaved father. Entering the roon1 \\'ith 
pattering steps and a sorro\vful mien, the child knelt do\vn 
at Henry's feet and told hiln of the dreadful catastrophe. 
He sank upon the floor in a s\voon, froln \vhich he did not 
recover for H1any lninutes. In all his life Henry I. \vas 
never known to slnile again. 
[A.D. 1120.J Three years after the death of Queen 1Ia- 
tilda he Inarried Adelicia of Louvaine, surnalned the Fair 
lVlaid of Brabant, a lady of distinguished beauty and rare 
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talent. She occupied the English throne too short a time 
for us to devote a separate chapter to her reign. She \,"as 
a. good, kind stepInother to the little Empress 
Iatilda, 
and took excellent care of her. But she could not have 
been very happy as the \vife of Henry 1., because his 
troubles n1ade hi111 such a cross, lnelancholy old lnan that 
even his greatest nobles \vere afraid to approach hiln. He 
died in :N onnandy in 1135, and three years later Adelicia 
married \Villian1 de Albini. 
She had seven children after her second Inarriage, frOln 
one of \VhOln by lineal descent ,vere t,,,o of the 1110st un- 
fortunate of all the queens of England, - Anna Boleyn 
and Katherine Ho\vard. 


NORMAX TOWER. 



CH
\P"rER v. 


l\IATILDA OF BOULOGXE, Q,UEEN OF STEPHEN 
(A.D. 1106-1 ISI). 


11A TILDA of Boulogne ,vas the last of the Anglo-Norman 
queens, and the only child of the Count and Countess of 
Boulogne. She ,vas educated at the Convent of Bennond- 
sey, ,vhich ,vas founded by her lnother, but it ,vas never 
intended that she should spend her life there, because, at a 
very early age, she ,vas Inarried to Stephen de Blois, a 
nephe\v of I-Ienry I. 
Stephen ,vas a handsome, bright, intellectual boy \vhen 
he went to seek his fortune at the court of England, and 
Henry Beauclerc \vas pleased to have an opportunity of 
sho\ving kindness to the son of his sister Adela, Countess 
of Blois, \vhom he had ahvays loved very tenderly. 
So he knighted the youth, and besto\ved upon hiIn the 
hand of his queen's niece l\iatilcla, the heiress of Boulogne. 
After the marriage, the king presented the young couple 
\vith the Tovver-Royal, a'strongly fortified palace, \vhich 
becalne their London residence. 
Stephen had elnbarked on board the ill-fated Blanche 
N ef, or \Vhite Ship, \vith his cousin \Villialn, but prudently 
left just before the vessel sailed, saying: "She ,vas too 
much cro\vded \vith foolish, þeadstrong young people." 
After the death of his son \Villialn, the king placed his 
affections on his nephe\v, and ahvays liked his cOlllpanion- 
ship in all his voyages. Stephen \vas a great favorite in 
74 
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England, for he \vas as affable and agreeable to the poorest 
and hUlnblest people as he \vas to the nobles. His \vife, 
too, ,vas daily ,,,inning hearts, and ,,,hen the king's health 
began to decline, it \\"as fondly hoped that this young couple 
,yould succeed him instead of his daughter, the Elnpress 
I\Iatilda. And so they did, for no sooner ,vas King Henry's 
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ENTRASCE TO KORMA
 CHAPEL 


death announced than Stephen left Norn1andy, and en1- 
barked for Dover, leaving the last rites of his deceased 
uncle to the care of Robert. Earl of Gloucester. 
He hastened on to London in the n1Ïdst of a terrible 
thunder-storIn, and con\.ened an asselnbly of barons.. before 
\\hOn1 the ste\\'arè of IZ.ing Henr) " household s\yore that 
the late SOyerelgn had disinherited the Elnpress 
Iatilda 
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on his deathbed, and 
an1ed Stephen as his heir. There- 
upon the Archbishop of Canterbury absolved the nobles 
from the oath of fealty they had t\vice s\vorn to the daughter 
of their dead king, and Stephen ,vas cro"'ned \vithout 
opposition. 
This \vas easily managed, because the En1press Matilda, 
being the ,,"ife of a foreign priì1ce j \vas residing on the 
continent, and therefore out of the \V1Y. Besides, at the 
time of her father's death, her husbaad -vas dangerously 
ill, and she had no thought for ênything but the care he 
required. \\'I'hen he recovered she detennined to relnain 
quiet for avvhile to v;atch the condition of affairs in England. 
[A. D. 1 136.J 
lean\vhi:e Queen ßlatilda had given birth 
to a son, \vho v.ras named t:estace, and three n10nths after 
her husband had claimed the cro\vn, her own coronation 
took place on Easter Sunday. ! 136. 
Stephen began his reign by making some wise and pop- 
ular lavls, but he permitted his 
obles to build or fortify 
over a thousand castles. This \vas a grave Inistake, because 
the o\\'ners of these strongholds could shut themselves up 
in theln and defy the cro\vn \"hen they chose. 
The first sad experience Stephen had in this respect was 
\vhen the Earl of Devonshire refused to obey him, or to 
ackno\vledge his right as king. Stephen proceeded to 
chastise him, \vhen the King of Scotland, taking advantage 
of this disturbance, invaded the northern counties under 
pretence of revenging the \vrongs of his niece, the Empress 
l\1atilda, though Queen Matilda stood in the saIne degree 
of relationship to him as the empress did. 
Stephen met the King of Scotland váth a large army, 
but Queen l\1atilda interposed bet\veen the two sovereigns, 
and settled all differences \vithout any bloodshed. 
[A. D. 1137.J This happy tennination of the storm that 
had been gathering was celebrated by a series of rejoicings, 
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but in the tnidst of theln Stephen \\"as seized \vith an illness 
so serious that it resulted in a stupor closely reselnbling 
death. It \vas reported in N onnand y that he really had 
dieèl. - 
Thereupon the party of the Eln press 1Iatilda iUllne- 
diately began to take lneasures to place her on the throne, 
her husband, the Count of .A.njou, entering Normandy at 
the head of an anny to assert her right. Then Stephen's 
elder brother, Theobold, put in his claiIn. 
Iean\\'hile 
Stephen recoyered, and no sooner did he see the danger 
that threatened hil11, than, lea\Ting his \vife to look out for 
his interests in England, he hastened \vith his little son to 
France, and by n1eans of a large bribe induced King Louis 
VII. to ackno\vledge the child's claim to the earldom of 
Boulogne, \\"hich Queen 1Iatilda had besto\\"ed on the 
child. 
During King Stephen's absence some enonnous fires 
occurred in different parts of England" hich seemed to be 
the ,york of discontented subjects; conspiracies \"ere fonned 
in fa\?or of the Elnpress 
Iatilda, and, \vhat "'as \\'orst of 
all, the King of Scotland lnade another invasion into 
Northumberland. But Queen 1Iatilda sho\yed herself a 
\VOlnan of courage and detennination, for she actually \yent 
in person to fight the insurgents, and kept theln. at bay 
until her husband arrived and droye the Scottish army 

 
back into their o\"n country. 

 
The party that favored the en1press had becolne so 
po\verful by the autulnn of I 140 that, had she acted 
prolnptly, she \"ould certainly haye gained the prize she 
sought. But she did not enter England until Stephen had 
taken possession of the castles as ,yell as of the great \vealth 
of three bishops \vho had opposed hiln. 
Consequently, \vhen she took up lier abode at Arundel 
Castle, Stephen might perfectly \vell ha\?e lnade her his 
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prisoner; but he ren1elnbered \yhat a debt of gratitude he 
o\ved to her father, and spared her for the sake of his 
benefactor. 'Vhen she expressed her desire to remove to 
the Castle of Bristol, he ,vas even so gallant as to offer 
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ARUNDEL CASTLE. 


his brother, the 
to pledge 
the \vay. 
The Earl of Gloucester \vas still fighting for his sister's 
rights \vhen Queen I\iatilda \yent, \vith her son Eustace, to 
France for the purpose' of strengthening her husband's 
cause by the aiel of 11cr foreign relations. \Vhile there, a 


Bishop of "Tinchester, as escort, and 
his \\'ord that she should not be lllolested by 
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marriage \vas negotiated bet,,-een Constance, sIster of Louis 
I., and little Eustace, \vho ,,'as just four years old. 

Iatilda "'as still in France ,,-hen the battle of Lincoln 
, 
so 'disastrous to Stephen' s cause, \vas fought. 
It happened that Stephen had shut up a nUlnber of the 
Empress :\latilda's partisans and their falnilies ,,-hen he 
besieged the toy,-n of Lincoln; an10ng these \yas the Earl of 
Gloucester's youngest daughter, ,,-ho had recently lnarried 
her cousin, the Earl of Chester. So detennined \vere the 


/
 


HORX. 


father and husband to liberate her, that, \yith all their 
follo\vers, they S\yan1 across the riyer 1'rent, behind \\'hich 
Stephen and his.arn1Y thought thelnselyes safelyencalnped, 
and fiercely attacked hin1 in their dripping garn1ents. 
Stephen fought desperately, until he \vas left ahnost 
alone on the field, \"hen a stout knight seized hiIn and led 
hin1 captiye before the Elnpress l\Iatilda, \yho ordered hin1 
into close confinement in Bristol Castle. 
Then the Elnpress l\Iatilda n1ade her public entry into 
the city of \Yinchester, \vhere she \vas receiyed in state by 
St
phen's brother, the bishop of th.1t place, \vho eXCOln- 
111unicatcd all those "ho adhered to the iInprÍsoned king, 
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and promised absolution to all those ,vho joined the cause 
of the empress. . 
At this melancholy juncture Queeñ Matilda returned 
froln France. She at once made a personal appeal to the 
citizens of London, ,,,ith \vhon1 she had ahvays been pop- 
ular, and so readily did they listen to her con1plaint that 
they demanded the liberation of the king. But her brother- 
in-lavI, Henry de Blois, the Bishop of Winchester, paid no 
attention to the demand; he even refused to have Queen 
Matilda's address to the Synod in behalf of her husband 


A SCOLD'S BRIDLE. 


read aloud, and boldly declared the Empress Matilda 
sovereign of England. 
Then Queen Matilda made a pathetic appeal to this 
haughty, arrogant \VOInan in behalf of Stephen, ,vho re- 
n1ained, heavily ironed, in prison. She assured the empress 
that the loss of po,ver was of little mOInent; all she asked 
was that her husband might be set at liberty. She even 
proposed that if her life ,vere spared, and her son were 
pern1itted to enjoy the Earidoln of Boulogne, she ,vould 
enter a convent, her husband a Inonastery, and pronlised 
that both \vould forever forego all clain1 to the crown of 
England. 
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This petition, as ,,,ell as all the others that King Stephen's 
,vife had Inade to the cruel eInpress, ,vas rejected ,vith con- 
tempt. But the devoted \"ife ,vas not to be baffled ,,'hen 
\vorking for her husband's life and pardon, so taking 
advantage of a Inisunderstanding that arose bet\veen the 
Bishop of \Vinchester and the en1press, she induced that 
prelate to absolve all those of her husband's party \vhom 
he had previously excomInunicated, and to aid her in the 
deliverance of his brother. 
Then, in the nalne of her son, Prince Eustace, she raised 
the standard of the captive king in Kent and Surrey, and 
a strong anny \vas soon organized in her support. 
!\Iean\vhile the eInpress had become exceeding unpopu- 
lar, and ,vhen the citizens of London found that she 
proposed to treat then1 as a conquered nation, \yhich her 
demand for a subsidy proved, they asked leaye to 
deliberate. 
The en1press retired to her palace of \Vestminster, \vhere 
she a\vaited the arrival of a deputy \vith the bags of gold 
she felt sure they ,vould send. Suddenly the bells of 
London rang out an alann, and every Inan in the city and 
its vicinity can1e out vf his house carrying a s\vord. A 
formidable arn1Y soon collected
 ready to dispute any 
unjust delnand for subsidies, and proceeded to the palace. 
But the eInpress, ,vith her barons and chevaliers, had 
n1ade good their escape on horseback, and \vere far on the 
road to Oxford \vhen the Inob broke open the doors of the 
palace. 
The King of Scotland ,vas \\'ith his niece, but he \vas so 
disgusted \vith her behavior that he lnade the best of his 
\yay to his o\vn borders. By the tin1e the empress reached 
Oxford, all of her train had deserted excepting the Duke 
of Gloucester, ,vith ,,,holn she entereCl the city alone. 
\Vith a large anny ready to support her, Queen ::\latilda 
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now returned to London
 \yhere she \vas received by the 
populace ,,,ith open arnlS. Her next step ,,'as to go \\,ith 
her son to the Bishop of 'Vinchester and entreat hiln to 
assist her in once nlore placing her husband on the throne. 
He promised to do so, and urged the queen to put her- 
self at the head of her anny and lnarch to \Vinchester. .A_t 
her approach, the prelate retired to his castle in the 
suburbs, and a blockade was established that l1lade the 
empress trell1bl
 in her palace. No doubt, during the t\VO 
Inontl1s of fal11ine and \varfare that succeeded, she regretted 
1110re than once the scorn ",ith \vhich she had repulsed her 
cousin's hlunble appeal. At last, ,vhen at least twenty-five 
churches and monasteries had been destroyed, and the 
elnpress kne\v that her position \vas becon1Íng daily 1110re 
dangerous, she prevailed on her brother, the Duke of 
Gloucester, to assist her to escape. He and the King of 
Scotland attell1pted to do so by forcing their way through 
the besiegers. 
The Duke of Gloucester fought bravely, but \vas COln- 
pelIed to surrender at last, \vhen he \vas Inade captive and 
conducted before Queen ìvlatilda. 1'he IZing of Scotland 
escaped ,vith the ell1press, and got *is far as Devizes, \vhere 
the queen's soldiers pursued then1 so closely that they 
\\'ould certainly have been captured but for a stratageln to 
\vhich the elnpress ,vas con1pelled to resort for safety. She 
had herself rolled in a ,vinding-sheet, and placed in a 
coffin, and \vas in this lnanner carried on the shoulders of 
sonle of her faithful partisans to the fortress of Gloucester. 
,vhich belonged to her brother. There she \vas deposited 
at last, after lnany hours of travel, \vorn out ,vith fasting 
and terror. 
[A.D.114 1 .J The })uke of Gloucester \\Tas so necessary 
to his party, that the elnpress opened C01111nUnication \vith 
Queen 11atilda to effect his release. I
ut the only terms 
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to ,vhich the devoted \"ife ,,,ould listen, ,,,ere those that 
\vould secure the restoration of her husband. Consequently, 
aft
r Inany propositions had been lnaële on one side and 
rejected on the other, and after Queen 1\Iatilda had 
threatened severe Ineasures against Gloucester, the illus- 
trious prisoners \yere exchanged. This ilnportant e\'ent 
took place in Noyelnber, 11-1-1. 
Stephen had another attack of his oldlnalacly soon after 
his release 4 but he reco\'ered ,,-ith the tender care besto,ved 
upon hiln by his loying \"ife, and then entered the field 
again, detennined to fight Inore desperately than ever. 
Then the party of the eInpress thought they \"ould claim 
the assistance of her husband, the Count of Anjou, for 
\yhich purpose the Duke of Gloucester ,,,as despatched to 
N onnandy. Before leaying England, ho\ye\.er, he sa\v his 
sister established at the Castle of Oxford, "'here he felt 
perfectly certain of her safety. 
But Stephen \"as so bent upon capturing the eInpres
 
that he laid siege to the fortress she occupied and reduced 
her to such distress for ,,,ant of provisions that she escaped 
one night \"ith only four attendants. The fugitives dressed 
thelnselves froln head to foot in \"hite, and as the ground 
,vas all covered ,yith sno\v, they l1loved noiselessly and 
unnoticed along, protected by the banks of sno\v and ice 
along the Thall1es, through a blinding stonn that fle\v full 
in their faces. \Yhen at a safe distance fro III the castle, 
they ,valked faster, o\?er hedges and ditches, until they 
reached a to\"n six n1iles off, \"here they obtained horses 
and rode on to \\T a l1ingforcl the saBle night. 
There the eInpress met her brother, \"ho had just 
returned fron1 Nonnandy. The Count of .\njou. had not 
seen fit to cOlnply \vith the request of his \yife's. party for 
assistance, but cOlllpron1ised by sendi.1g Prince Henry to 
see his mother, keeping their other child, Geoffrey, \yith 
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hin1. He ,,"as eyidently not anxious to see her hin1se]f. 
Three years later the count sent a train of N onnan nobles 
to England to reclain1 his heir. rrhe Duke of Gloucester 
accolnpanied his nephe\v part of the \yay, and then bade 
hin1 fare\vell foreyer; for he died in October, 1147. De- 
prived of the support of this true-hearted brother, the 
En1press lVlatilda aba.ndoned hope and left England, nearly 
all of her friends haying deserted her. 
Stephen and l\Iatilda \\.ere so delighted at the departure 
of the en1press, and the establishlnent of peace, that they 
celebrated the foIlo\ving Christn1as \vith unusual splendor, 
and prevailed upon SOlne of the barons to s\vear fealty to 
their son, Eustace, then thirteen years old, and ackno\vl- 
edge hin1 as heir-apparent to the throne. 
In 1148, Queen 1\1atilda founded and endo,;ved the 
Church of St. Katherine, by the to,ver; also the Royal 
Abbey of Fevershan1 in Kent. 1'hen she spent a fe\v 
1110nths quietly at the conyent. But her health had begun 
to decline, and she died of a fe\Ter on the 3d of 1\1ay, 115 I, 
at the age of forty-seven. 
She ,vas buried at the ne\v abbey of Fevershaln, and 
\vas deeply lalnented by all ,vho kne\v her. About three 
years later Stephen ,vas laid beside his beloved queen. 


NORMAN ROBE. 



CH
\PTER VI. 


ELEA
ORA OF .AQ!:IT.L\IXE. QYEEX OF HE
RY IT. 
(A.D. 1134- 1 
o4') 


ELEANORA \vas born in the bf'autiful province of Aqui- 
taine, a name that Julius Cæsar gaye to the south of Gaul 
on account of its nUll1erous riyers and fine ports. The 
people liked the nall1e and adopted it 
 but it ,vas really 
the ancient kingdol11 of Proyence. 
Eleanora and her sister Petronilla ,yere daughters of 
"Tillialn, Count of Poitou, such a good, pious Inan, that as 
he happened to be in the floly Land at the tÌIne of his 
death, he ,,,as forever after called St. \Yilliall1. 
The grandfather of these girls ,yas \Yillianl IX.. not a 
yery good Ulan, but a learned one. and an excellent poet. 
The Inost polished and civilized people on the face of the 
earth in the 12th and 13th centuries \yere to be found in 
Proyence, ånd their language, \vhich \vas a n1Ïxture of 
French and I tålian, ,,,as particclarly adapted for poetry 
and music. This is no doubt the reason \vhy there \vere 
so many minstrels in that country, ,,'ho \"andered about 
from one nobleman's house to another, singing their songs 
and rec
ting their poems. 
\'Tilliam IX. \vas a troubadour, and his compositions 
were so popular that they becall1e l110dels for all the others. 
He ,,,as the most po\verful prince in J.1I Europe, but as he 
advanced in years his conscience began to trouble him, and 
89 
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he thought he nlust refonn before it \vas too late. So, 
,,,hen Eleanora ,vas about fourteen years of age, he ap' 
pointed her ruler of Aquitaine in his place, asselnbled all 
the nobles of the land, and Blade thenl take an oath of 
allegiance to her, because, as he told theIn, he \vished to 
occupy hilnself \"ith spiritual l1latters. 
This done, he planned a Inarriage bet,yeen Eleanora 
and the son of Louis VI. of France. 'The young people 
had no objections to 
offer, and they ,,,ere 
married at Bordeaux 
",'ithout delay. 
[.t\.D. 1137.J As 
soon as they ,vere 
cro\vned Duke and 
Duchess of Aqui- 
taine, \"illian1 IX. 
laid aside his royal 
robes forever. At- 
tired in a hennit's 
govJn, he started 
on a pilgriinage to 
Spain, and passed 
several years in dif- 
rocky \vilderness, ,,,here he 


-, 
- 



 -

 
I :1 :.ë.' 




 r $- i 


-w... <OJ J; 

 


 '" .' ,: t\ 

, 
 I"" 
,.,.. 
 

 " 
 ,. i.
 '..,: ,. 
 
,
 ,
' - 
 .,,-. 
_ i;;"..- . ,,!
 , : '8-.
 
;..,., \1" \ ..J..- 

 
'.. "'t. '" '( - ..;:

-. 
;".'
 
. r f\ -::s: ,! 


THE PILGRIM. 


ferent caves in the glooIny, 
ended his days. 
N O\V, Eleanora ,vas a great heiress, because all the rich 
territory that her grandfather had o\vned passed into her 
possessIon. 
After\vards
 young Louis ,vas cro\vned Duke of Guienne, 
when he and his youthful bride ,vere sunln10ned to France 
to attend the death-bed of his father, Louis VI., the good 
king and wise law - 111aker. His dying \vords ,,'ere: 
"Relnember, royalty is a public trust, for the exercise of 
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\\Thich a rigorous account \vill be exacted by Him \vho has 
the sole disposal of cro,vns and sceptres." 
Louis ,vas iInpressed by these ,vords, but they had little 
weight \vith the thoughtless Eleanora. She \vas beautiful 
and acco111plished, but seemed to think that the chief 
object in life ,vas enjoyment. She ,vas a fine l1lusician, 
and ,vrote SOlne beautiful poetry, \\Thich she set to Inusic. 
These verses "'ere rel11e111bered and sung long after she 
had ceased to live, ,vhich proves that they 11lust have had 
considerable Inerit. 
Eleanora's southern subjects adored her, and ,,"ere 
dreadfully grieved 'whenever she had to leave theln to 
return to her court at Paris. She preferred to stay alnong 
theIn, too, because, as she had entire control of affairs in 
the south, all ,vas life and fun there, ,vhile her husband's 
palace was under such rigid rule that it ,vas ahnost like a 
convent. 
She gave festivals in Provence, called" Courts of Love," 
that "Tere very popular anlo11g her subjects. On such 
occasions she, \vith her ladies-in-waiting, ,,,ould receive 
all the troubadours \"ho chose to COl1le \vith their ne,v 
poen1s and songs. The ladies ,,'ould )1ear theIn, and then 
pronounce sentence upon theIn, and as Eleanora ,vas a 
"ery accomplished poetess, her judgll1ent ,vas considered 
of great value. 
She could not induce her husband to take part in these 
all1useIl1ents, yet she had considerable influence o,rer hinl, 
,yhich, unfortunately, once led hiln to C0l11nlit an act of 
great injustice. It ,vas on account of her sister, Petronilla, 
,vhose beauty ,vas equal to her o\\'n, and ,,,hose sense of 
right ,vas sadly ,,,anting. 1
his princess happened to fall 
in 10\Te ,,,ith a certain young count, ,,'hose affection she 
\vas detennined to have, although J-..e ,vas a Inarried Inan. 
So she and Eleanora put their heads together and planned, 
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until they brought about a diyorce bet\yeen the count and 
his \"ife for son1e trifling excuse. 'Then Petronilla lnarried 
hiln. But the fonner \vife had a brother, the Count of 
Chanlpagne, \"ho \yould not stand such treatnlent to\vards 
his sister, so he laid the lnatter before the pope, \"ho conl- 
111anded the divorced count to leave his ne\y \"ife iUllnedi- 
ately and take back the fonner. one. 1'his so enraged 
Eleanora that she persuaded her husband to punish the 
Count of Chalnpagne. Louis, \vho had another cause of 
offence against this 111an, did not need nluch urging, and 
invaded his country at the head of a large arnlY. '[hey 
destroyed right and left until they caIne to the to\vn of 
Vitry, \vhich they began to stonn; thirteen hundred of the 
terrified inhabitants rushed to the cathedral and locked 
thelnselves in for safety. '[he building .\vas set on fire by 
the besiegers, and every soul \"as burned to death. About 
this period the eloquent St. Bernard caIne to Burgundy 
. . 
and preached the crusade. Such cro\vds of people flocked 
to hear hin} that they "'ere obliged to 111eet in the nlarket 
place. for there \vas no church in the to\vn nearly large 
enough to contain then1. King Louis and Queen Eleanora 
\"ere present also, and the saint spoke so eloquently, and 
in such harsh tones, about the burning of the Vitry cathe- 
dral that they both felt very repentant. The king re
olved 
to atone for the horrible deed by going to the Holy Land 
to fight for the Christian cause. That \vas all "ery "Tell, 
and one can only adnlire hinl for such a resolution. But 
the queen vo\ved that she ,,'ouJd accoInpany her lord, and 
lead her southern forces in person. l'his ,,,as a silly deter- 
nlination for a \VOInan, and the excellent Abbot Suger tried 
to persuade her to give up all idea of such a ,yild expe- 
dition, but she had lnade up her Inind to beconle a fenlale 
crusader, and no arglunent could change her. Throughout 
her life, she \vas \veak \vhcre she ought to have been 
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strong, and detennined ,vhere tin1idity ,vould have been, 
by far, Juore becolning and ,volnanly. The king did not 
oppose her crusade; but even if he had, she \vould have 
forced hiIn to yield to her ,viII. 
She received the holy cross froln the hand of St. Ber- 
nard, and immediately put on the dress of an Alnazon and 
mounted a horse. All the court ladies did the sanle, call- 
ing thelnselves the queen's body-guard. Then they formed 
in parade every day, and practised nlilitary exercise in 
public, making then1selves as ridiculous as possible. In 
short, they ,vere a band of mad,volnen, and nobody could 
control them. \Vhen once they had becolne An1azons they 
abandoned all ,volnanly occupations, consequently had no 
use for their distaffs; these they sent to all the knights and 
nobles ,vho kept out of this insane expedition. Thus, many 
of them being too ,veak to stand such a taunt, ,vere 
actually shamed into joining though their good sense 
opposed it. 
King Louis managed his difficult enterprise \\'ith a good 
deal of courage and prudence, but it ,,,ould have required 
a greater general than the \vodd has ever kno\vn to disci- 
pline a regitnent of fantastic \,.otnen. The freaks of these 
fen1ale ,varriors ,vere the cause of all the Inisfortunes that 
befell the army, for the king, after landing in Thrace, sent 
them for,vard ,vith his choicest troops, and told theln 
exactly ho,v to choose their calnp so that they \\'ould over- 
look the valley of Laodicea. He relnained about five 
miles behind \\'ith the baggage, of \vhich there ,vas a large 
supply, and had to stop frequently to fight the bands of 
Arabs ,vho attacked hinl. 
Instead of obeying her husband's directions, Queen 
Eleanora insisted that her part of the arn1Y should halt in 
a lovely valley, full of grass and flo\yers. This inviting 
spot caught her fancy, and Inilitary c!iscipline becalne of 
secondary inlportance to her. 
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I t ,vas ahnost night ,vhen the king approached the 
valley; he could not distinguish his troops on the elevated 
ground "'here they ought to have been, and kne\v not ,vhat 
to 111ake of it. 1'he queen ,,,as not enca111ped there, that 
,,,as certain, so there ,vas nothing for hiln to do but to 
enter the valley in search of her. Soon after he ,vas 
attacked fro111 the hills by s,varms of Arabs, and had to 
1110Ve in and out among the rocks to dodge the111. At one 
tilHe he barely escaped ,vith his life by cliInbing a tree, 
,vhence he fought desperately. It \vas daylight before he 
discovered the troops that he had sent in advance. During 
the night seven thousand French soldiers had been killed, 
the provisions had been cut off, the baggage, containing all 
the fine clothing of the lady ,varriors, had been plundered 
by the Arabs, and the whole army ,vas in great distress. 
Fortunately, Eleanora had an uncle living near by; his 
nan1e ,vas Prince Raymond, and he ,vas the handsolnest 
lnan of his tiine. He thre,v open his friendly gates to the 
defeated French anny, and they ,vere glad to rest and 
refresh thelnselves after all the hardships they had endured. 
The uncle and niece n1et for the first time, and ,vere so 
channed vÚth each other that Louis soon becalne jealous; 
so one night he hurried his wife off without taking leave of 
his polite host. This made Eleanora so angry that ,vhen 
they arrived at J erusaleln she did nothing but grumble and 
cOlnplain. :tvIost pilgrims had their piety aroused on this 
holy ground, but it ,vas not so ,vith Eleanora; she ,vanted 
to get hOIne, and quarrelled ,vith her husband for keeping 
her there. In fact, she never forgave hill1 for forcing her 
a,vay froln her uncle's agreeable cOlnpany, and from that 
tiIne all affection ,vas at an end between this royal couple. 
Eleanora was not willing to submit to restraint of any sort, 
and her husband's temper ,vas so tried that he resolved to 
have a divorce. So, on his return to Paris, he consulted 
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his confidant, the Abbot Suger, about this matter. That 
\vorthy man advised him to \vait; because, he argued, that 
it \vould be troublesome for France to have to give up the 
money Eleanora's provinces in the south yielded; besides 
Louis' daughter, the Princess 
larie, \vould probably be 
deprived of her inheritance if her lllother should take it 
into her head to 111arry again. 
Louis accepted this advice, but he had his \vife closely 
watched, and \vould not allo\v her to go to Provence at 
all. She complained of the stupid life she led in }?aris, 
and made great fun of her husband for \vearing plain cloth- 
ing and k.eeping his head and beard closely cropped, \vhich 
she declared made hil11 look more like a priest than a king. 
\Vell, in time another princess ,vas born, and nalned 
Alice. Soon after this event Henry Plantagenet visited 
Paris. He \vas a noble-looking young prince, full of 
energy and very intellectual. 
[A.D. 115 I.] Eleanora fell so desperately in love \vith 
him that \vithout hesitation or advice she applied for a 
divorce from Louis, and got it. No doubt the king \vas 
glad to be rid of such an undutiful, un\vomanly \vife, 
though he did have to give up all control over his southern 
provinces, even Guienne. 
Eleanora went straight to her favorite home, \vhere 
Henry Plantagenet follo\ved her. He \vas probably not 
so very l11uch in love \vith her, for she \vas t\velve years his 
senior, but he needed her money and her ships to fight 
King Stephen, and lay claim to the throne of England, 
\vhich he did during the first year of their marriage. 
He returned in triumph, and \vas besieging the castle of 
a rebel duke in N onnandy \vhen the ne\vs of Stephen's 
death reached hiln. For six \veeks England \vas \vithout 
a king, until Eleanora and Henry arrived \vith their young 
son. They ,vere cro,vned at \\'estIninster Abbey in 1154, 
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and such a magnificent coronation had never been seen. 
The costumes' of costly silk and brocade worn on that 
occasion had been brought by Eleanora from Constanti- 
nople. In one of her portraits she \vears a close coif, or 
hood, over \vhich is a band of precious stones; a rich 
brocade go\vn is fastened with full gathers just belo\v the 
throat, and confined there \vith a costly collar of exquisite 
gems. Over this is an outer robe, or pelisse, bordered \vith 
fur, the large sleeves of \vhich fall open from the shoulder, 
displaying the tight ones of the go\vn beneath. In some 
portraits her hair is braided and \vound closely around her 
head \vith je\velled bands, and over this is a piece of fine 
gauze, \vhich could be so arranged as to serve the double 
purpose of veil or bonnet, just as the \vearer chose. 
Before lnarriage, the girls of that tilne wore their hair in 
long ringlets, but the. church required 111arried ladies to 
conceal their locks. After Henry I. cut off his curls, and 
forbade his courtiers to \vear their hair long, they adopted 
\vigs, but Henry II. abolished them, and appeared at his 
coronation \vith short hair and shaven chin. His dalu1atica, 
or long go\
{n, ,vas of the richest brocade \vith elaborate 
gold en1broidery; over this he \vore the short cloak after- 
,vards called the court-Inantle. This coronation introduced 
into England the sumptuous robes of silk and velvet \vorn 
by the ecclesiastics there on that occasion. rrhe queen's 
first residence in England \vas at a little yillage nearly 
opposite to London, and she must have been struck \yith 
the grandeur of that ren1arkable city, \vith its to\ver, its 
tall spires, 
_nd the river 'ThaInes running through it, so 
different froln anything she had ever seen before. 
N O\V, although she did not please her ne\v subjects, \vho 
\vere acquainted, of course, ,,'ith her fonner behavior, they 
felt the advantage of being connected \vith her Aqui- 
tainian dOlninion, and in a fe\v 1110nths large fortunes were 
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made by the London traders in the wines imported fron1 
the port of Bordeaux. 
One of the queen's country residences ,vas at \V oodstock, 

vhere rather a peculiar incident occurred. She ,vas resting 
in the park, concealed by the shrubbery, one day \vhen 
the king passed so close to her that she observed a 
thread of silk tightly t\yisted into his spur. She \vondered 
\vhere he could have been to have picked up such a thing, 
so, as he moved off, she cut it, and resolved to ferret out 
the mystery. N ext day he left \V oodstock for a long 
journey, and the queen immediately thought that now ,vas 
her time to gratify her curiosity. So she sought the piece 
of silk, ,vhich proved to be the end of a ball, and follo,ved 
its ,vindings among the roads and thickets until she caIne 
to a door cunningly 
concealed bv a I uxu- 
oJ 
riant vine. This she 
opened, and found 
it to be the entrance 
to a ,vinding path 
under ground. A 
fe\\' minutes' ,,-alk 
brought her to a bo\ver at the further end of the forest, in 
\vhich sat an exceedingly pretty young girl elnbroidering. 
" Aha!" thought the lady, "no\v \\Te kno,v ,vhere Henry 
gets his spurs caught in balls of silk." 
This girl \vas Rosan10nd Clifford, ,,,ho \"as said to have 
been a plaYlnate of Henry's in his youth, and as she ,vas 
kept a prisoner, it is probable that she did not kno\v of his 
n1arriage until his ,vife inforu1ed her of it. At all events, 
nobody ever heard \vhat took place at this intervie,v, but it 
is certain that, in obedience to the queen's C0l11111ands, 
Rosamond entered the convent of Godsto,ve, where she 
passed the remaining twenty years of her life. 


THE MAZE, 
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[A.D. 1156.J Shortly after this adventure, the Princess 
Matilda ,vas born, and a year later the celebrated Richard 
Cæur de Lion came into the ,vorld. In course of time 
, 
Queen Eleanora had several other children, alnong ,vhom 
was John, surnalned Lackland, because once, \vhen Henry 


GODSTOWE NUNNERY. 


II. fancied hiInself about to die, he left dominions to all 
his sons excepting this one. 
Little Matilda was three years old \vhen she ,vas married 
to Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony. 
A revolt in the south of France caused Eleanora's return, 
because her subjects there insisted on having her to rule 
thenl. King Henry escorted her to Bordeaux, where she 
stayed ,vith her son Richard. 
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Great disputes had been going on in England for a long 
time bet\veen the church and state, headed by Thomas à 
Becket, the celebrated Archbishop of Canterbury. Prince 
Henry ,vas so de\"oted to this priest, \vho had been his 
tutor, that the king became jealous of the influence exerted 
by Becket over the Inind of his son. In order to change 
the current of the prince.s thoughts, the father offered him 
a share in the governlnent of his kingdoln. This ,vas 
gladly accepted, and young Henry ,vas cro,vned. But he 
had a perverse little \vife, l\Iarguerite, daughter of Louis 
VII., \vho ,vas fond of Becket, too, and she vo\ved that she 
\vould \vear no cro\vn that had not been placed on her 
head by that fascinating prelate; so she remained ,vith her 
mother-in-Ia,v at Aquitaine. 
King Henry met ,,'ith so much opposition at the hands of 
Becket that he beCalTIe enraged at the very sight of that 
priest. Once, \yhen he ,vas the subject of conversation 
among 11Ìs knights, Henry asked, angrily, ",vhether no 
man loved him enough to revenge the affronts he perpetu- 
ally received fro In an insolent priest? " . 
[A.D. 1171.] Four arn1ed men instantly proceeded to 
the cathedral, and slaughtered the archbishop ,,,hile he \yas 
kneeling before the altar in prayer. 
\Vhen this happened Eleanora ,vas still in the south \vith 
her son Richard, \yho had been cro\vned Count of Poitou. 
Suddenly she chanced to hear that Henry \vas thinking 
about getting a divorce from her, so she resolved to seek 
the protection of her forlner husband, the King of France. 
Disguised in male attire, she stole out of the palace at 
night, and started on her journey. But Henry had his 
Norman agents on the spot, and they \vatched her so 
closely that her absence \vas discovered in time for them 
to overtake her. They captured her very roughly, and 
brought her back to Bordeaux, \vhere she ,vas kept in close 
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imprisonment until her lord ,vas summoned. He remained 
only a fe\v days in the south, then ,vent back to England 
"Tith t\VO royal captives, his \vife and the young Princess 
1Iarguerite, ,,'hOlll he had not forgiven for scorning the 
cro,vn he offered unless it could be consecrated by his 
enemy, Becket. N ow, that he had her in his po\ver, he 
resolved to punish her. But after a few 1110nths' confine- 
lllent she \\yas restored to her husband. 
Eleanora \vas not so fortunate, for she \vas kept a þrisoner 
at the royal palace of Winchester for nearly sixteen years. 
During that tillle there \vas no end of strife an10ng her 
sons. The real Inischief-makers \vere the troubadours, of 
\VhOlll ,ve have spoken, for \vith their inspiring ,var songs 
they ,vere constantly urging the princes to battle for one 
trivial reason or another, even \vhen they \vould gladly 
have been at peace. 
It 111ust not be supposed that the queen ,vas unkindly 
treated at \Vinchester, for, on the contrary, she received the 
attention and respect due to her station. \Vhile she \vas 
there Louis VII., her divorced husband, died; and shortly 
after, the death of her eldest son, Henry Plantagenet, 
follo\ved. This "Tas a great sorro\v to the royal couple, 
and Henry l110urned ,vith the deep grief of David over Ab- 
saloBl. Still later, their son Geoffrey ,vas killed in a grand 
tournament in Paris. 
In one of her letters to the pope, the queen thus writes 
about these bereavements: " 1
he younger king and 
Geoffrey, Count of Bretagne, both sleep in the dust, \\Thile 
their lnost ,vretchedillother is c0111pelled to live on, though 
tortured by recollections of the dead." 
In 1189, Henry II. died, and \vas succeeded by his son 
Richard I., Cæur de Lion. About the first act of the ne'" 
king ,vas to order his mother's release, and from a captiyc 
Queen Eleanora at once became a sovereign, for the reins 
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of governn1ent ,vere placed in her hands as regent. Her long 
confinelnent Inust have had a good effect on her, for she 
,yent about, froln city to city, releasing all the poor people 
that her husband had cruelly locked up for violating the 
Nonnan gan1e la,vs, and spent her ,vhole time in acts of 
n1ercy and charity. Richard ,vas cro,vned in 1189, but, as 
his mother's mourning prevented her being present .on that 
occasion, no ,volnen ,vere adlnittecl at all. 
The king then settled a n10st liberal revenue on his 
n10ther, and she \\'ent to Aquitaine, the governlnent of 
which ,vas also restored to her. But she did not stay 
there; her old age ,vas passed in England, ,vhere she 
assisted her son in governing, and lnade him, as ,veIl as 
herself, exceedingly popular. 
Eleanora of Aquitaine is an10ng the very few ,von1en 
,vho, after an ill-spent youth, have becolne ,vise and benev- 
olent in old age. But she had a great deal n10re trouble 
to bear before her death. Her life exhibits Inany traces 
of a great ruler. If she had only been blessed in her early 
days with a good, moral education, she ,vould have been 
one of the greatest ,vomen of her tilne. Slowly and surely 
she learned the stern lesson of life, ,vhich teaches that 
,vithout virtue, power, beauty and royalty are of slight 
a vail. 
[A.D.1204.J She was a very old won1an ,vhen she retired 
to a convent, where she spent Inany months previous to 
her death, \vhich occurred in 1204. She ,vas buried by the 
side of Henry II., and on her ton1b is a reclining statue 
said to be a good portrait of herself. The features are 
noble and intellectual. On the head is a hood, above 
which is a regal diadem; and a blue mantle, figured ,vith 
silver crescents, is folded gracefully about her form. 



CHAPTER VII. 


BERENGARI1\ OF NAVARRE, Q...UEEN OF RICHARD I. 
A.D. 1I6S-1230. 


RICHARD CæUR DE LION first met the beautiful, accom- 
plished Berengaria at a tournan1ent, and fell desperately 
in love ,vith her; but, unfortunately, he ,vas at that tin1e 
engaged to Alice of France, so could not offer his hand to 
the Provençal princess. 
Both Sancho the Wise, King of Navarre, Berengaria's 
father, and Sancho the Strong, her brother, ,vere poets of 
considerable lllerit, and early can1e under the notice of 
Richard, ,vho ,vas not only a troubadour poet, but as 
sovereign of Aquitaine he was, besides, the prince and 
judge of all the troubadours. Between him and Beren- 
garia's brother a ,varn1 friendship was forn1ed in early youth, 
strengthened by their similarity of tastes. 
It ,vas not until after his father's death that Richard 
\vas at liberty to n1arry the Princess Berengaria, to \VhOlll 
he had been secretly engaged for several years. So she 
was about t\venty-six years old when Richard ascended the 
throne of England. He at once sent his lllother, Queen 
Eleanora, to the court of Sancho the \Vise to demand the 
princess in n1arriage. 
The royal father \vas much pleased, and placed his 
daughter in charge of the queen without hesitation. The 
two ladies set out together and travelled as far as N apIes, 
where ships awaited them in the bay. But the princess 
110 



I 

 


:::; 

>., 



 

 

 



 
'::i 


;> 


" 

 

 

 



 


J 


t 
. 


I 
 


-
 
" . 


, .. 
,\- 



 


'-- 



\ 



 "'-.. 

 

 

-- 
 


.... 
\. 

 )/ 
t 

 I, 
11 
J I 
J,j 
I 1L fffl 
n tA 


r-I 
,7 


- 

- _\ 
 
. 
H !&
:
 
 

"í - \,_
 
_-'-,,"..- 
'\' \\
 
,- 
 
-\
 


 ,!
\. 
\\\-\ù \, 
. \, L "\ 

 \\\'-
 ' 
\


 
\ '. 

\ 't 
, 


 '. 
\, -,
 
"
 ".\ 
,\ \ 



\... 

:: 


\\\ 
, \.'
 
" 


\ 


" <
\..


 '
 
\'\ '\\\\-::\
\.'
\
'
-":'
.:_

. 
\1 . \ ' " -, 
 \ 
\
\: 
\ 


... ,\ . '.. 


\ 


\ \i. 
I . \",
 

\
 '\, 


i. -\ '" 


,
 



_.
 



 


.... 


- I. 
I 


\\ 
\ " 
:t \\\
 . 
, \ 


- \ 
.;.
 


., 
", - 
'
 Il/. 
11/ \ 
7' 1 
, . / 
/ 
\ ,j 
': J / 
,/ ,/ 
:':-.\' t, l/. 
. I' 
I .I J 


,
, 
" ... -' , 
\
 "" .- 
X 1. . ;,"--)' (: r. ' 
, .. t '-t:;
 
........L ..J".I"
 1 
--..--.._
"" 


--. 



 


. - ....;.- 


BERENGARIA OF NAVARRE. 


'If 


1 
... . 


Ii) 


i 


/ 
J 


/ 



119 2 . 


Bercngaria oj l'T a7 -,orre. 


113 


\vould not join her lover until he had broken off his 
engagement \yith ..{\lice; so she spent the spring of 119 I 
at Brindisi \vith his Blother. At last a Inessage can1e {rOln 
Richard announcing that he \vas free to Inarry. then his 
lady-love returned to France \vith his sister, Queen Joanna. 
in ""hose charge she had been placed by the queen n1other. 
\Vhile Richard \vas a\yaiting the arri\yal of Berengaria, 
he instituted the order of IZnights of the Blue Thong, to 
scale the \valls of ...\cre. They \vere t\venty-four in num- 
ber, and \"ere distinguished by a band of blue leather 
which each \vore on his left leg. 
[A.D.1192.J It \vas Lent \"hen Berengaria met her 
royal lo\'"er, therefore their Inarriage had to be postponed; 
but so anxious \vas Richard to begin his crusade, that he 
set out at once \yith his knights in his favorite ship, ,vhich 
he had nalned "Trellc-the-1Jlere," Ineaning cut the sea. His 
fleet consisted of one hundred and fifty ships and fifty 
galleys. 4\.u10ng the latter \vas one in \"hich Berengaria 
and Queen Joanna, guarded by a brave knight, accolnpa- 
nied the crusaders. 
A dreadful storm droye the galley \vhich contained the 
queen and princess into the harbor of Limoussa, the capital 
of Cyprus, but \vhen Isaac Con1nenus, the lord of the isle, .. 
found out \\'ho they \vere, he brutally refused theln shelter, 
and they \vere obliged to ro\y out of the harbor. As soon 
as the gale abated, Richard Cæur de Lion, \"no had found 
shelter in a harbor of Crete, started in search of his bride. 
When he beheld her ship pitching and tossing in the Bay 
of Famaguta, he suspected that sOll1ething had prevented 
the knight in charge from seeking the protection so near 
at hand. Arlned, as he ,vas, he jlunped into the first boat 
that could be got ready, and \vhen, on reaching the queen's 
galley, he heard ho\v the Lord of Cyprus had behaved, his 
fury knew no bounds. 
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Detennined to punish the offender at once, Richard led 
his crusaders straight to Lilnoussa, and lTIade such a sudden 
and desperate attack that in a fe\v hours he had captured 
the to""n, and all the inhabitants had scampered to the 
neighboring lTIountains for shelter. 
1-'hen, in response to King Richard's signals, the queen's 
vessel entered the harbor and landed at LilTIoussa, ,vhere 
grand preparations \vere soon under way for the Inarriage 
and coronation of the royal pair. 
The ,vedding ceren10ny \vas perforlned in the month of 
May, 1191, and King Richard gaye a grand feast, to which 
he invited the people of Cyprus. 
On that occasion Berengaria ,yore a richly-elnbroidered 
robe of velvet and satin. Her dark hair fell in curls, over 
which hung a full long lace veil, fastened to a crown 
studded ,vith rich je\vels. 
King Richard \yore a short rose-colored satin skirt, \vith 
a brocaded 111antle embroidered in silver. A richly je\velled 
Dalnascus s\vord hung at his side, and on his head he wore 
a scarlet hood, brocaded in gold \vith figures of anilnals. 
He had a bright c0I11plexion, and curly, yello,v hair, and 
his figure \vas a perfect model of manly grace and strength. 
The people of Cyprus had been so tyrannized over by 
Isaac COlnnenus that they gladly consented to receive 
Richard for their king; therefore, by the advice of all the 
crusaders "\\;'ho had \\ritnessed his 111arriage, he was cro\vned 
I<'ing of Cyprus, and his bride Queen of England and 
Cyprus. 
rrhen the daughter of the despot, Isaac, thre\v herself at 
I<'ing Richard's feet and asked for Inercy. He kindly 
raised her fronl the ground and sent her to his wife and 
sister, \vith \Vh0111 she remained ui1til the end of the crusade. 
Her father \,Tas bound in silver chains and presented to 
Queen Berengaria as her captive. 
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Once 1110re the fleet set sail for Palestine, and when 
Richard appeared before Acre, the "Thole anny of Chris- 
t
ans, already assembled there, marched to the beach to 
\velcome him. 
The to\vn \vas soon taken, and before proceeding further, 
Richard established his \vife and sister in safe quarters 
there, under the protecti0n of a couple of brave knights, to 
a,vait his refurn. 
King Richard distinguished hilnself by 111any brave deeds 
during his Syrian call1paign, and captured several im- 
portant to\"ns, but Jerusalem did not fall into his hands. 
Once he \yas in sight of that coveted city, \vh
n the Duke 
of Burgundy, \"ho c01111nanded the French forces, suddenly 
dre\v back \"ith his \"hole division \"hen victory seeined 
certain, because hë \vould not have it said that the King 
of England had taken Jerusalem. This act, \vhich \vas 
prompted by envy, \vas a serious blo\v to Richard, \"ho, 
thro\"ing do\vn his \veapon, said, \vith tears in his eyes and 
his hands raised to heaven: - 
" Ah! Lord God, I pray thee that I Inay never see thy 
holy city, J erusaleln, since I have failed to deliver it from 
the hands of thine eneinies." 
He returned to Acre in 1 192, and, after spending a fe\v 
days \vith his \"ife and sister, sa\v then1 einbark for home 
on the very day he hiInself set out in the disguise of a 
Templar to return across Europe by a different route. 
His vessel \vas \vrecked off the coast of Istria, and his 
ignorance of geography led hiln to the neighborhood of 
Vienna, the capital of his enelny, Leopold of Austria. 
One clay, after several narro\v escapes, he sent a page to 
make SOine purchases at a village near Vienna. The boy 
"as recognized by an officer \vho had been in the late 
crusade ,vith Leopold's troops. He "'as seized, and after 
suffering much cruelty, confessed ,vhere he had left his 



118 


The Queells of Euglalld. 


Inaster. A party of soldiers set out for the inn designated, 
but could not find King Richard. The landlord said, on 
being questioned: "No, there is no stranger here, unless 
it be the Telnplar in the kitchen, ,,,ho is turning the fo\vls 
,vhich are roasting for dinner." 
The Austrian officer, accon1panied by his soldiers, pro- 
ceeded at once to the kitchen, recognized the king, ,,'ho 
sure enough ,,,as busily turning the spit, and cried: "There 
he is. Seize hiln ! " 
Cæur de Lion started up and fought desperately for 
liberty, but he ,vas only one n1an against a dozen, 
7ho 
captured hiln and carried him in chains before Leopold. 
He ,vas forth\vith locked up in a gl00n1Y prison, ,vhere 
he relnained for n1any lnonths, no one kno\\'ing whether he 
\vas alive or dead. 
1\iean,vhile Berengaria and Joanna had landed at Naples 
and proceeded to ROIne, ,vhere they ren1ained six lnonths. 
''''hile there, Berengaria sa,v a belt of je,vels offered for 
sale that she kne,v Richard had ,vorn \v hen he parted fron1 
her. This convinced her that sOlnething dreadful had 
happened to hiln, but she had no lneans of finding out the 
truth, and as soon as she could get a safe escort she jour- 
neyed on until she arrived at Poitou. 
As time ,vent on, poor Richard fancied himself forgotten, 
and bitterly lamented because he had no friend nor relation 
who loved him enough to rescue hiln. But he ,vas \vrong, 
for as soon as his 1110ther heard of his captivity she spared 
no pains nor n10ney to obtain his release. It \vas a long 
tÍ1ne, though, before the exact spot of his in1prisonn1ent 
could be ascertained, and this is ho,v it happened, after 
many months: A certain troubadour knight "Tho had been 
with Richard ,,,hen he ,vas ship,vrecked at Istria, having 
heard of his captivity, ,vandered around through the 
southern cities of Germany in search of hiln. One day he 
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stood beneath the to\ver that formed Richard's prison, and 
sang a song that he and the king had composed together. 
'Yhen he finished the first stanza, the prisoner repli
d \vith 
the, second; then the troubadour hastened with all speed 
to Queen Eleanora \vith the discovery he had n1ade. 
She took in1111ediate Ineasures for her son's release, and 
\vith the assistance of the pope, to \Vh01U she luade a lUOst 
pathetic appeal, a large ransom \vas collected, \vith \vhich 
the devoted luother set out for Gern1any. 
[A.D. 1195.J After an absence of luore than four years, 
Richard arrived in England in C0l11pany \vith Queen 
Eleanora. 
During his imprisonluent, John, his younger brother, 
bad tried to possess hil11self of the cro\vn of England. It 
was the mot
er \vho prevented anything so disgraceful, 
and \vho kept all Richard's dominions intact, and it \vas 
she \vho proudly sat beside her brave son at his second 
coronation, \vhich took place in his o\vn country. 
Berengaria remained in France, and Richard ,vas not at 
all anxious to join her there, or to have her ,vith hiIu. The 
reason for this reluarkable conduct on the part of a hus- 
band is that on his return to England Richard had been met 
by his former bachelor friends, into \vhose ,yay of living he 
fell, much to the disgust of the more sober of his subjects. 
He drank \"ith them to excess, and led such a gay, bad 
life, that Berengaria could not join hilu. 
At last he becalue alarmingly ill, and began to repent 
of his neglect of his \"ife; but he kne\v that she \"as justly 
displeased ,vith hin1, and did not dare to approach her. So 
he asselnbled at his bedside all the luonks \vithin ten 111iles 
and publicly confessed his sins, vo\ving that if Queen 
Berengaria ,vould forgive hiu1 he ,,,ould never forsake her 
agaIn. 
A fe\v months later he \vent to France and became 
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reconciled to his \vife. I t ,vas a year of famine and of 
suffering among the poor, and the queen used her ne,vly- 
restored influence over the heart of Richard to persuade 
him to n1any acts of charity that preserved the lives of a 
nUlnber of families. The Christlnas of the year 119 6 , 
\vhich occurred shortly after the king's arrival in France, 
\vas celebrated in grand style. 
Berengaria accon1panied her husband in all his can1- 
paigns after that, and never left hin1 during the remaining 
three years of his life. 
It \vas \vhen Richard ,vas stonning the Castle of Chaluz, 
in April, 1199, that an arro,v pierced his breast and caused 
his death. He \vas buried at the Abbey of Fontevraud. 
Queen Berengaria \vent to live at J\1ans, \vhere she 
founded the Abbey of L'Espan, and devoted her life to 
deeds of charity. 
She lived to an advanced age, and \vas buried at the 
abbey she had founded. 
She deserves to be relnembered as a Queen of England 
who was never in that country, and as a 'V0111an possessed 
of many noble virtues. 


COSTe:\1 E OF THE PERIOD. 



CHAPTER VII. 


ISABELLA OF ANGOULEl\IE, QUEE
 OF KING JOHN. 
(A.D. 1185-1246.) 


JOHN ascended the throne of England on the death of 
his brother, Richard Cæur de Lion, and it \vas at a festival 
given to him at Angoulême that he first n1ade the ac- 
quaintance of Isabella, \vho after\vards became queen. 
[A.D. 1200.] She \vas just fifteen years old and so beau- 
tiful that King John fell madly in love \vith her. She 
was engaged to Hugh de Lusignan at the tin1e, but her 
parents \vere so ambitious for her to be raised to the lofty 
position of Queen of England, that they kept her \vith 
them after the festival instead of allo\ving her to return to 
the Castle of Valence, the possession of her betrothed, 
where she had been living under the protection of the 
Count of Eu, his brother. 
Isabella really loved Hugh de Lusignan, but she \vas 
dazzled by the splendor of the triple cro\vn of England, 
Normandy and Aquitaine, and, as her lover \vas absent, she 
ænied that she had ever consented to marry hin1. 
According to the feudal la\vs of the thirteenth century, 
King John, as ruler of Aquitaine, had the po\ver to prevent 
any marriage that the Provençale princess might contract, if 
he chose, and to deprive her of her inheritance besides. 
So, \vhen King John and Isabella \vere married, in the 
month of August, 1200, Count Hugh dared not interfere to 
prevent it. But he challenged the king to mortal combat. 
1 2 3 
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The reply he got \vas that if he \vished to fight a chalnplon 
should be appointed for that purpose, but he \vas indignant 
at such a proposition and detennined to a\vait an opportu- 
nity for revenge. 
Isabella sailed \vith her husband for England, ,vhere she 
,vas duly cro\vned by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Six 
Inonths of feasting and enjoyment succeeded, which ,vere 
only tenninated at last by rUlnors of \var. 
Thereupon, King John retired \vith his ,vife to Rouen, 
,vhere he led such a life of indolent ease as to excite the 
displeasure of all \vho surrounded him. 
His Inother, the aged Eleanora, ,vas then residing at the 
Castle of Ivlirabel in Poitou, and ,vas the ruler of Aqui- 
taine. Quite suddenly and unexpectedly her residence \vas 
besieged by Hugh de Lusignan, ,vhose plan ,vas to capture 
the old lady and exchange her only for his lost love. 
But Eleanora held out heroically until the arrival of her 
son John, ,vholn she had sUlnlnoned at the first signal of 
danger. 
I<'ing John's enemies had reckoned on his character a= 
a sluggard, but they found their lnistake, for \vhen he 
heard of the attack on his Inother he hastened to l\Iirabel 
\vith lightning speed, helnIned in Count Hugh and Duke 
Arthur of Bretagne, \vho had joined hiIn, and took both 
pnsoners. The one ,vas his rival in love, the other in en1- 
pire. 
Count Hugh was subjected to the Inost insulting treat- 
Inent at the hands of the king, ,vho had hÌ1n and the other 
insurgent barons of Poitou chained hand and foot to carts 
dra\vn by oxen. In this Inanner they \vere forced to 
follo,v hin1 \vherever he ,vent, until he n1acle theIll eU1bark 
,vith hin1 for England. 
King J oh11 ,vas not so cruel to his nephe\v, Arthur, 
,vholn he merely had locked up in the citadel of Falaise, 
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leaving himself the sole representative of the house of 
Plan tagenet. 
[
.D. 1204.J In 1204 Queen Eleanora died, and from 
that Inonlent her son John seemed lost to all sense of de- 
cency or fear, and becanle more corrupt and ,,,icked than 
the most brutal of his subjects. Queen Isabella's influ- 
ence ,,,as no check on his notorious conduct. 
In 1206 he entered into a treaty ,vith his prisoner, 
Hugh de Lusignan
 ,,,ith ,,,hose aid he conquered the 
southern part of France. 
On his return to England he made SOlne most unrea- 
sonable deIllands of his barons, one of theln being the 
surrender of their children as hostages. Those young no- 
bles ,,,ho fell into his hands ,,,ere required to attend the 
queen, serye her at Ineals and foUo,,' her at cavalcades and 
processions. The Lord of Bralnber resisted the King's 
demand, "Thereupon he, ,vith his ,vife and fiye children, 
,vere all shut up in a rOOln at the old Castle of \Vindsor 
and deliberately staryed to death. 
[A.D. 121 1.J Queen Isabella had given birth to several 
children, but that did not prevent her brutal husband fronl 
treating her ,yith extrelne harshness. Once, ,,,hen he fan- 
cied that she had a fancy for a certain knight, he had the 
man assassinated, and his dead body suspended oyer her 
bed. Then he shut her up in Gloucester Abbey, ,vhere she 
renlained until 1213, ,,,hen it suited his Ina jesty to take her 
,yith hipl to Angoulênle. 
IZing John found. himself again in need of Hugh de 
Lusignan's assistance ,vhen Philip Augustus of France 
seized the northern proyinces. But that brave count 
refused his aid unless the king ,,'ould give hiIn his 
eldest daughter, Joanna, for a ,vife. This ,yas a singular 
request, considering that he had once been engaged to the 
mother, but he ,vas gratified, and the infant princess ,vas 
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forthwith handed over to him to be brought up in one of 
his castles as her mother had been before her. Count 
H ugh soon cleared the northern provinces of France of the 
invaders, and then John returned to England to perpetrate 
ne\v acts of tyranny. 
[A.D. 12 IS.J After the signing of the l\1agna Charta, 
which granted certain privileges to all his subjects, King 


THE CRYPT IN OLD WINDSOR. 


John behaved like a In achn an , giving \vay to outbursts of 
fury, cursing the hour of his birth, and biting and gna\ving 
sticks and clubs until he reduced thelll to small bits. The 
result of several sleepless nights at the fortress of "TincIsor, 
the scene of Inany secret murders, \vas an expedition to the 
Isle of Wight, \vhere, after icIly sauntering on the beach for 
days at a time and conversing \vith the fishermen, he 
joined a band of pirates \vith \vhon1 he lllade attacks on 
his own subjects. He was gone so long that everybody 



..1 
" 


.
, 
 
"",,". i 


. - '" 


-;'.' 


\ 


# 


.,- 


i.)...
: 
. 


), .
 


· . t 



 . . 


JOH
'5 Al'tGER AFTER SIGNING MAGNA CHARTA. 



. 



121 5. 


Isab:tZa of Allgoulê1Jle. 


131 


hoped he \yollld never return, but, like a bad penny, 
he turned up at the end of a fe\v \veeks, \"hen he \vas 
joined by troops froln Brabant and Guienne, \"hOnl he had 
sùlnnloned to aid hÏ1n in revenging himself on the rebel- 
. 
liolls barons. This he did by travelling around alnong 
thenl, obliging thelTI to entertain hitn, and then turning 
upon theln and doing saIne dalnage to their lives or prop- 
erty. It "ras not uncommon for him to set fire to a house 
in \"hich he had been sheltered over night. 
I n the nlidst of this diabolical career, Queen Isabella met 
her husband at 1\Iarlborough, and after spending a fe\v 
,yeeks \yith hitn, retired to Gloucester \vith her children. 
\Yhile she \vas there, Prince Louis of France Inade an 
invasion into England, prolnpted to the act by the barons, 
"ho ""ere so incensed against their sovereign that they 
offered hiln the cro\vn if he ,,"auld caIne to their aiel. 
I'hen the tornlentor tried to escape to\yards the north, 
but ,,,hen he thought to cross the \Vash to Lincolnshir
, 
part of his army, his baggage, and his splendid regalia ,,,ere 
lost, and he barely escaped ,,'ith his life. He arrh"ed at 
S,yinshead Abbey ill and in a horrible tenlper. 
\Yith his usual brutality, he gave vent to his spleen by 
saying, ,,,hile eating in the abbot's refectory, " that he hoped 
to Blake the half-penny loaf cost a shilling before the year 
,vas over." 
This 111alicious speech ,vas heard by several tnonks, ,,,ho, 
thinking that John's outrages had extended far enough, 
treated hinl to a dose of poison served in a dish of ste""ed 
pears. I II as he ,vas fronl the effect of the poison, the 
king insisted on proceeding on his journey, and \vas there- 
fore carried on a litter to N e,vark, ",here he sumnloned 
several l110nks for the purpose of confession. It ,vas no 
trifling Inatter for this sinful Blan to recount all the \\'rongs 
of \yhich he had been guilty, but having acco111plished it, 
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he forgave his enen1Îes and Inade all the officers about hÎ1n 
s\year fealty to his eldest son, Henry. Then he expired, 
haying left directions for his burial. As soon as the ne\vs 
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MAGNA CHARTA ISLAND. 


of the king's death reached her, I sabella caused Prince 
l-Ienry to be proclainled in the streets of Gloucester, and 
nine davs later she assisted at his coronation in the cathe- 

 
dral of that place. 
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[A. D. 12 17.J Although the young king \vas only ninp 
years old, his l1lother \vas so unpopular that she \yas not 
asked to act as regent, and before the year of her ,vido\v- 
hood had expired, she retired to her native city of An- 
goulêl11e. 
The Princess Joanna, then just seven years of age, \vas 
still at Count Lusignan's castle at Valence, but the count 
hinlself ,vas absent on a crusade. 
In the year 1220 he returned, and frequently met the 
Blather of his little pron1Ïsed bride. The consequence \vas, 
that his early love ,yas rene,ved, and as Isabella ,vas still a 
very h.ancIsolne 'VOInan:- only a fe\\' years younger than him- 
self, she \vas a l1luch Blore appropriate n1ate for hinl than 
Joanna could have been. 
So they \yere married ,yithout asking the advice or con- 
sent of anyone in Engiancl; consequently Isabella's do\ver 
,vas \vithheld froln her, 111uch to the indignation of her 
husband. 
No,v, it so happened that Henry III. ,vas at ,,,ar ,vith 
the King of Scotland, ,,,holn his council \\'ere anxious to 
conciliate. They therefore resol \'ed to offer the king the 
hand of the little Princess Joanna in nlarriage, so \vhen 
Henry \\Tote his mother a congratulatory letter on her 
nuptials, he demanded, at the sanle tiIne, the restoration of 
his sister. Isabella refuse\.l to give uP. the princess, because 
she ,vas highly displeased at being deprived of her jointure. 
Thereupon the young king applied to the pope, \\'ho took 
great pains to inquire into the 111crits of the case. A. \"0- 
IUlninous correspondence \vas carried on bet\veen the con- 
tending parties. The King of Scots insisted upon his 
111arriage ,viih Joanna before he ,,'auld caine to tenns; the 
result \vas the paYlnenr of all the money due to Queen 
Isabella in exchange for her daughter. 
The King of France was the liege-lord of the Count de 
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Lusignan, and it ,vas so hurtful to the pride of Isabella to 
see her husband kneel at the "feet of any Inan, that sh
 
gave him no rest until he joined her son, Henry III., \\'holn 
she had instigated to undertake the conquest of Poitou. 
Several years of ,varfare ensued, and at last the King of 
England . fled to Bordeaux. De Lusignan's possessions 
\vere overrun by the enelny, and Queen Isabella \\'as 
forced, after much suffering, to thro\v herself on the l11ercy 
of the King of France, Louis IX. 
She \vent to his Call1i) \vith her husband and children, 
and, falling at his feet, begged for mercy. He received 
thelll kindly, and granted forgiyeness on easy conditions. 
Nevertheless, so ungrateful did Isabella shovv herself, 
that ,vhen an attel11pt ,vas made on the life of good King 
Louis, in 1244, it ,vas proved that she had bribed people to 
poison hiln. She fle,v to the Abbey of Fontevraud for 
protection, and there hid herself froln the French, \vho held 
her responsible for so much sorro\v and bloodshed that 
they gave her the name of J ezebel. 
She died in 1246, and ,vas buried in the comlnon celne- 
tery of Fontevraud. SaIne years later her son, Henry III., 
raised a stately mOnUl11ent oyer her grave. 
De Lusignan joined a crusade after the death of his 
,vife, and \vas killed at one of the battles in 1249. His 
eldest son ,vas kno\vn as Hugh XI., Count de la Marche 
and Angoulên1e. His other children \vere liberally pro- 
vided for by Henry I I I., ll1uch to the indignation of his 
English subjects. 



CH..-\.PTER IX. 


ELE..-\XOR OF PRO\
EXCE, QYEEX OF HEXRY III. 
(
\.D. 1222 - 1291.) 


ELEANOR of Proyence ,vas n1arried \"hen she ""as anI\' 
j 
fourteen years old, and becalne the n10st unpopular queen 
that ever reigned over the English court. She ,vas so 
beautiful as to be called La Belle, but her judgn1ent \\"as 
too in1n1ature for her to stand all the adulation she 
receÍ\'ed ,vithout being spoiled by it. 
Before she entered her teens, Eleanor had \\Titten a 
poen1 in the Proyençal dialect, ,,,hich is ren1elnbered in her 
nati\'e country to this day. Born in that land of poetry 
and song, of parents ,,,ho \\'ere both popular poets an10ng 
the troubadors, young Eleanor's talent ,vas fostered and 
encouraged by the yery air she breathed. 
It '\'as this talent that \vas the lneans of placing her on 
the throne, for she .\\'rote a r0111anCe in '"erse, selecting 
Richard, Earl of Corn\yall, \\'ho "'as then preparing a 
crusade, for her hero. ROlneo, her tutor, and one of the 
greatest Italian poets of his day, \vas so proud of his 
pupil, that he carried the conlposition to Richard, \yho ""as 
imlnensely flattered by it. But he could not, in return for 
the conlpliment, offer his hand and heart to La Bellt! 
Eleanor because he "'as already provided \vith one \yife; 
therefore he did the next best thing - reC01111nendecl her 
to his brother, Henry III. 
So delighted \vas this king \yith the accounts he received 
of the beauty and genius of the nlaid of Provence, that 
137 
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he put a stop to the treaty under ,yay for the hand of 
Joanna, daughter of the Earl of Pell1broke, and forthváth 
despatched 3111bassadors to the court of Count Berenger 
to delnand his daughter Eleanor in nlarriage. vVith the 
covetousness for \" hich he \vas noted, he added a do\ver 
of t,venty thousand lnarks to his den1and. 
rrhe court objected to so large a sunl. Henry lo\vered 
it, but even then the father \yould not agree, and so 111uch 
bargaining ,vas the result that the high-spirited court ,vas 
on the point of putting an end to the affair altogether, 
\vhen a perelnptory order canle fronl the king to conclude 
the l1larriage at once, ,vith or ,vithout Bloney. Then the 
contract ,vas signed and the Inaiden ,vas delivered ,vith 
due solell1nity to the alnbassadors. 
\Vhen she con1111enced her journey to England, the royal 
bride ,vas attended by a train of knights, ladies 
nd 
n1instrels v\"ho accon1panied her to the French frontier. 
1'here she \vas n1et by her eldest sister, the ,vife of King 
Louis, and afteï receh'ing the congratulations of her rela- 
tives, she en1barked for Dover and landed there January 
4, 12 3 6 . 
[
.D. 1236.] She ,vas n1arried at Canterbury, where 
King Henry had received her \vith a splendid train of 
follo,vers, and after the Cere1110ny the royal couple pro- 
ceeded to London, \vhere preparations on a very grand 
scale had been Inade for the reception and coronation of 
the ne\v queen. 
Her apartn1ents at Westn1inster Palace had beeD newly 
decorated and furnished by order of the king, and all the 
streets of London had been thoroughly cleansed. 
rrhe 20th of January was appointed for the coronation. 
and on the previous Saturday, Henry laid the first stone 
of the Lady Chapel in Westminster Abbey. 
The streets through which the procession passed were 
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hung \"ith flags, banners and garlands of flo\vers, and the 
houses ,vere gaily decorated. l'hree hundred and sixty 
equestrians, preceded by the king's tru111peters, \\'ho 
sounded as they 1110ved along, aCC0111 panied the royal pair 
froln the to\ver. These ,vere loyal citizens, \vho, nlounted 
on r 1 chly caparisoned horses and clad in brigh
, elnbroid- 
ered satin and ",elvet garments, each carried in his hand 
a gold or silver cup to be used at the banquet. They 
,,,ere called cellarers, and it ,vas their duty to hand ,vine to 
the royal butler, ,,,110 passed it to the sovereigns. After 
the banquet, the butler ahvays clainled the cup out of 
,,,hich the king had drank, the curtain that hung behind 
the royal table becanle the property of the doorkeepers, 
other perquisites being divided among the cooks and 
scullions. King Henry ,,"as very charitable and did not 
forget the poor, anlong \VhOln a liberal supply of lnoney 
\yas distributed by his orders. 
At this coronation \vere ,yorn the nlost splendid gar- 
ments ever seen in England. They ,yere Inade of the 
costliest satin and velvet, richly enlbroidered in gold and 
silver, and the ladies ,yore head-dresses conlposed of rare 
and precious gems. The queen's cro\vn ,vas ,vorth ;C 1500, 
and her girdle ,vas studded ,vith je\\Tels of great value. 
The king, ,vho had a taste for finery not often seen in 
men, ,yore a gannent of gold tissue that glittered ,yith 
eyery Inotion. 
j 
The expenses of Eleanor's coronation ,vere so enornlOUS 
that the king had to petition the Lords for Bloney. They 
refused, saying, "that they had amply supplied funds both 
for his Inarriage and that of his sister Isabella, \"ho had 
just been united to the Elnperor of Gennany; and as he 
had \vasted the Inoney he nlight defray the expenses of his 
,vedding as best he could." . 
Great dissatisfaction ,vas felt in Eegland on accou.nt of 
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the nU111ber of foreigners ,,,ho had acco111panied Queen 
Eleanor. j\lnong these ,,,as her uncle, Peter of Savoy, 
,vho by the end of a year had gained such cOlnplete con- 
trol over Henry that all the affairs of the kingdon1 ,,,ere 
sublnitted to hinl. 
Throughout his reign, Henry III. too frequently lnade 
denlands on the purses of his subjects, to supply his un- 
bounded extravagance, and Queen E.leanor ,vas no check 
to hini in this respect. rrheir tastes ,vere sin1ilar, and 
Henry had in his ,vife a congenial c0l11panion, interested, as 
he ,vas, in literature and art. Her influence over hinl \vas 
unbounded, and he ,vas neyer kno,vn to refuse any de- 
lnand she Inade, no lnatter ho\v unreasonable it '''as. 
Their first child ,vas born at \Vestnlinster in 1239, and 
received the naBle of Echvard, in honor of Ed \vard the 
Confessor. 
An attelnpt ,vas nlade on the king's life one night by a 
crazy nlan nalned Ribald, ,vho concealed hinlself in the 
palace during the day and stole into the king's bed-chaln- 
ber at l11idnight. Fortunately Henry spent the night in 
another apartnlent, other\vise the score of stabs that the 
l1ladnlan inflicted on the bolster \vould certainly have put 
an end to his n1a jesty. 1'he shrieks of one of the queen's 
lnaids of honor, ,,,ho heard the ,vould-be nlurderer shouting 
horrible threats \vith each thrust of his dagger, aroused the 
household, and the ,vretch \vas taken into custody. 
[A.D. 124I.] In 1241, a year after the birth of her 
daughter T\1argaret, Queen Eleanor accolnpanied her hus
 
band to France, on an expedition against their brother- 
in-Ia\v, IZing Louis. A fter a series of defeats, they took 
refuge in Bordeaux, "'here lnany of Henry's knights and 
nobles forsook hinl and returned to England. lIe revenged 
hinlself by ÏInposing upon then1 heavy fi_nes, - his favorite 
Blode ,of punishlnent 
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Henry and Eleanor spent a n1erry,vinter at Bordeaux, 
<lll1Using thell1selves ,,,ith feasts and pageants that they 
could ill afford, and on their return to England, in 1243, 
Henry issued an order cOl11pelling the principal inhabitants 
of e,.ery to,vn on the route to appear on horseback to giye 
theIl1 ,velcome. 
[A.D. 1243.J The marriage of the queen's youngest 
sister, to the king's brother Richard, Earl of Corn\\'all, 
\ylIo had become a \vido,ver, ,vas solemnized in England 
the follo\ving autumn. On that occasion Henry called 
upon his J e\vish subjects to furnish funds for the sumptu- 
ous festivities that he sa\\' fit to give, and he spared no 
expense, for the "redding-dinner alone consisted of thirty 
thousand dishes. 
But he relnembered the poor as usual, and ordered all 
the children from the streets and high,vays of \Yindsor and 
its neighborhood to be collected together and feasted in 
the great hall of the palace, after ,,,hich the royal children 
- of \VhOIl1 there \vere then three - "'ere ,veighed, and 
silver coin placed in the balance \vas distributed among 
the destitute individuals present. 
The fo] lo,ving year the threatened \var bet\veen England 
and Scotland .\vas averted by a contract of Inarriage 
bet\veen the infant Princess 1Iargaret of England and the 
heir of Scotland. 
England ,vas in such a dreadful state of misrule at this 
time that no traveller ,vas safe frOITI plunder; and in SOine 
counties no jury dared to punish the plunderer. Henry 
hin1self sat on the bench of justice and tried many cases. 
Once he sumn10ned Lord Clifford for SOlne offence, but 
the gentlen1an not only refused to ans,ver, but forced the 
king's officers to eat the royal ,varrant, seal and all. He 
,vas severely punished. 
One great cause of Eleanor's unpopularity "ras the l11eans 
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The Queens of England. 


she employed for extorting money froln her subjects. She 
compelled vessels carrying valuable cargoes to unload 
at her quay, no lnatter ho\v incon,.enient it Inight be, in 
order that she B1ight receive the toll. vVhen the royal 
funds \vere almost exhausted, the king and queen, \yith 
their son, Prince Ed\vard, daily in\'ited thelTIselyes to dine 
\vith the different rich 111en of London in turn, to save the 
expense of keeping up a table of their own. 1'hey added 
to this econolTIical nlode of living by insisting on costly 
presents from their entertainers as a proof of loyalty. 
[A.D. 12 5 1 .J The year 1251 closed \vith the Inarriage of 
the Princess Margaret and Alexander III. of Scotland, 
whose engagenlent had been signed seven years before. 
As the bride \vas just ten years of age, and the groonl 
t\velve, they probably had not lTIuch choice in this 
lnatter. 
On the morning preceding the ceremony, the youthful 
groon1 was knighted at York Cathedral. The V\redding 
feast \vas served by the archbishop at a cost of four thous- 
and lnarks; and he supplied six hundred oxen, that \vere 
all consumed at one Ineal. rrhe costunles \vorn by the 
nobility \vere, as ,vhen Eleanor
 her Inother, \vas married, 
of the lnost extravagant n1aterial, scolloped. embroidered 
and ornamented \vith costly je\ve]s. The queen and her 
ladies \vore robes that trailed on the ground, but, as they 
were the sanle length all around, they had to be held up 
to enable the wearers to ,valko The height at which they 
were raised depended upon the beauty or ugliness of the 
feet and ankles, no doubt. During this reign the hair ,vas 
gathered under a network of gold, over \vhich was usually 
thro,vn a gauze veil. U nlnarried ladies \vore ringlets, or 
long braids hanging do\vn the back and fastened \vith 
ribbons. A head-dress lnade in the shape of a knight's 
helmet, with an aperture for the face to peep through, was 
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\yorn by ladies, old and young, in the street, and lllUSt have 
been yery becol1ling. 
.f\fter l\fargaret's nlarriage, the king becalne even more 
extortionate in his denlands for Blaney than e\-er, and thus 
Blade a host of enelnies. He applied for funds for a 
crusade, but \vas refused, and shortly after he \yas called 
upon to quell an insurrection at Guienne. This ""as the 
result of the recall of the Earl of Leicester, \\"ho had been 
governor there. 
The earl had been replaced by Prince Echyard, who \vas 
only fourteen, and therefore incapable of n1anaging public 
affairs. Before his departure, IZing Henry appointed 
Eleanor regent of England, but requested her to adyise 
\"ith his brother Richard, Earl of Corn\vall, on 111atters of 
inl portance. 
He sailed fronl Portsnlouth August 6, and arrived at 
Bordeaux all the 15th of the saBle n10nth. 
Queen Eleanor's first act, on finding herself in po\Yer, 
\yas to tax the London citizens nlore heavily than her hus- 
band had e\-er done, and those \yho refused her unjust 
clainls \vere sent to the l\Iarshalsea Prison. This conduct 
aroused uniyersal indignation, and the follo\\'ing year, \\"hen 
parlialllent \\'as sUlnnloned for the purpose of delnanding 
aid to carryon the \\"ar in Gascony, they perelnptorily 
declined to giye it. 
E\-ery other nleans having failed, Henry instructed his 
brother to extort nloney fronl the J e\,",s, and no sooner did 
he get it than he sent for Eleanor to help hinl to squander 
it on the nuptials of Princess Eleanor of Castile ,,,ith their 
eldest son, Prince Edward. Queen Eleanor \yillingly re- 
signed the cares of governlnent to the Earl of Corn\\"all. 
and \vith his ,,-ife, Prince Ednlund, her second son, and a 
retinue of knights and ladies, sailed for Bordeaux, ,,"here 
she was \varmly ""elCOllled by her husband. 


. 


. 
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[A.D. 1255.] After Prince Echvard's Inarnage, his 
parents ,yent to pass a fortnight at the court of King 
Louis. The day after their arrival, King Henry distributed 
so l1luch money alllong the poor of Paris and gave such a 
grand entertainlnent to the cro,vned heads asselnbled to 
nleet hiln, that it ,vas called the Feast of I(ings. 
On their return hOHle, ,vhich occurred January 27, 
12 55, the king and queen Inade a public entry into the city 
of London, and recei,'ed a present of a hundred pounds 
and a valuable piece of plate fron1 the citizens. 
Shortly after, the royal couple \vere Inade extrenlely 
anxious by a report that the young king and queen of 
Scots ,vere deprhyed of their fights and kept in close con- 
finelnent by the regents, Sir John Baliol and COlnyns. 
The queen's physician ,vas ilnlnediately despatched to Scot- 
land to ascertain the facts. He n1anaged to obtain a secret 
intervie,v ,vith Margaret, ,vho gave a lalnentable account of 
her treatlnent. She said, " that she had been rudely torn froln 
her husband and shut up in a disnlal place, the clalnpness of 
\vhich had seriously injured her health, and, so far from 
having any share in the governlnent, she and he ,vere 
treated \vith disrespect and \vere in danger of their lives." 
Queen Eleanor ,vas so distressed at the condition of her 
child, that she accolnpanied the king on a northern caIn.. 
paign, constantly urging hiln to do sOlnething to aid her. 
The Earl of Gloucester was sent to Scotland for that pur- 
pose, and \vith John l\1ansel gained achnittance to Edin- 
hurgh castle, by disguising thenlselves in the dress of 
Baliol's tenants. Then, secretly achnitting their follo,vers, 
they surprised the garrison, restored the young king and 
queen to each other's society and carried their cruel 
jailers, Baliol and Ross, before King Henry at Aln,vick. 
Thro,ving thelnselves at the feet of the sovereign, the trai e 
tors implored for Inercy and ,vere forgiven, but as Baliol 
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\"as Henry's o\\'n subject he had to pay a heayy fine, \yhich 
his 111 a jesty pocketed for his o,vn pri \'ate \"an ts. 
Queen Eleanor \vas lying ill at \Vark Castle, and re- 
luesteà her daughter Margaret, ,,,ith the young king of 
Scotland, to join her \yithout delay. They obeyed, and as' 
soon as the royal l110ther ,vas con\
alescent, acco111panied 
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GATEWAY AND KEEP, ALNWICK. 


her to "Toodstock, \vhere King Henry joined them. The 
court \vas kept \vith extraordinary splendor at that beauti- 
ful palace, ,,-hich contained three kings and three queens, 
with their retinues, during the \vinter of 1255, for besides 
... 
the English and the Scottish royal couples, there ,vas 
Richard, Earl of Corn\vall, who had been elected King of 
the ROl11ans, and his second \vife, Queen Eleanor's sister. 
They all 111ade a public entry into London in February, 
,vearing their cro\vns and royal robes, and the entire popu- 
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lace asseI11bled to \vitness the splendid procession. After 
the departure of the royal yisitors, there \vas a season of 
111isery and gl00111 caused by a dreadful fau1ine, and by the 
drain that had been 111ade on the public treasury by the 
King and Queen of the Ron1ans, \vho, on departing for Aix- 
la-ChapeIle, where they \vere to be cro,vned, carried ,vith 
thel11 seven hundred thousand pounds sterling. Added to 
this \yere the battles of the barons, to \\'hon1 both Henry 
and Eleanor had 111ade thel11selves obnoxious by frequent 
acts of selfishness and injustice, and finally the sha111eful 
attack upon the J e\vs, \\Those \vealth had excited the envy of 
the nation. 
The 1110b \vas led on by the Marshal of London and 
John Fitz-J ohn, a po\verful baron, killing and plundering 
,yithout lnercy, Inen, \V0111en and children of that noble 
race, and driving hundreds froln their beds into the street 
half clad as they ".ere. The next 1110rning they began 
again \\lith such demoniacal yells that the queen, \vho \vas 
at the To\ver, ,vas so terrified that she got into her barge 
,vith several of her ladies, intending to escape to Windsor 
Castle. But as soon as the populace observed the royal 
barge, they 111ade a rush for the bridge, crying: "Dro,vn 
the \vitch! - dro\vn the ,vitch!" at the same pelting the 
queen ,,,ith mud and trying to sink the vessel by hurling 
down huge blocks of \vood and stone that they tore 
froI11 the unfinished bridge. There \vas nothing for 
Eleanor to do but to hasten back to the To\yer, \\'here she 
reI11ained until nightfall, then sought shelter in the Bishop 
of London's palace at St. Paul's, \vhence she ,vas priyately 
ren10ved to \Vindsor Castle, \vhere Prince Ed\vard \vas 
garrisoned \vith his troops. 
[A.D. 1264.J vVhile the civil war continued King Henry 
took the queen and her children to France, \\'here she re- 
mained uncler the care of King Louis and her sister Ivlar- 
garet. 
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At the battle of Lewes, the king and Prince Ed\vard 
,vere captured and locked up in the Castle of \Vallingford. 
As soon as Eleanor heard their sad fate she sent \vord to 
Sir \\T arren de Basingbourne, her son's favorite knight, that 
\\T allingford \vas feebly guarded and could not resist an 
attack. Sir \Varren lost no titne in crossing the country 
\yith three hundred horselnen, and laid siege to the castle, 
,vhich, contrary to his expectation, \yas \varnlly defended. 
At last the besiegers called out to Sir "Tarren that ,. if 
they ,,'anted Prince Echvard, they should have hiln bound 
hand and foot, and shot fronl the Inangonel" - a ,var 
engine used for thro\ving stones. On hearing this, the 
prince begged lea\.e to speak \yith his friends, and appear- 
ing on the \vall "assured thetn that jf they persevered in 
the siege, he should be destroyed." 1'hereupon Sir \Yar- 
ren and his chevaliers \vithclre\v. 
The royal prisoners \vere after\vards removed to Kenil- 
\vorth Castle, and Lady 1\Iaud 
Iortitner, \\'ho ,vas \vannly 
attached to the queen, helped Prince Ed\vard to escape. 
Ha,.ing sent him the necessary instructions, she had a 
s\vift horse concealed in a thicket on a certain day \vhen it 
,vas planned that he \vas to ride races \vith his attendants. 
\Yhen all the horses "'ere tired out, he approached the spot 
\vhere Lady I\Iaud's fresh one a\vaited him, and after 
l11ounting, he turned to his guard and said: "COlTIlTIend 
me to Iny sire, the king, and tell hinl I shall soon be at 
liberty." He then galloped off to a hill, about a nli1e 
distant, \vhere a band üf anned knights a\vaited hinl. 
Although the queen \yas liying in France at this till1e, 
she l11ade seyeral secret visits to England, to ascertain the 
true state of affairs there. After her husband's dreadful 
defeat at Le\ves, she pa\vned all her je\vels, and, \yith the 
money thus raised, collected a po\verful arB1Y that Inight 
have subdued the \\'hole kingdo111 if they had ever reached 
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it. But the Ahnighty lnercifully ordained other\Yise, and 
before Queen Eleanor, \vith her foreign troops, set sail, 
the battle of Eveshan1 \vas fought and \yon by Prince 
Ed \yard. 
[lLD. 1265.J At this battle IZing Henry ,vas "rounded 
in the shoulder and \vould have been cut do\vn by one of 
his 0\\11 solcliers, ,,'ho lnistook hin1 for an enelny, had he 
not cried out in a feeble voice: u Slay n1e not, I an1 Henry 
of \Vinchester, your king." 
An officer ,vho happened to be váthin hearing, conducted 
hin1 to Prince Ed \yard, and thus the royal father and son 
lnet once 111ore. After tenderly enl bracing his sire, the 
prince knelt to receive his blessing. 
A succession of victories for Ed".ard soon put an end to 
the barons' ,vars and reinstated the royal fan1ily of 
England. It is n1uch to the credit of King Henry, that 
aftèr he ,vas restored to po\Yer, not one of his enen1Ìes 'l{J,S 
brought to the scaffold. But he punished then1 with such 
heavy fines that nlany of the rebel barons ,,'ere reduced to 
penury. 
[.'\..D. 1269.J Henry III. lived to ,vitness the cOIn ple- 
tion of St. Echyard's chapel at \Vesttninster, \vhich he had 
begun fifty years before. On St. Ed \yard's day, October 13, 
126 9, assisted by his t\yO sons and his brother, the King 
of the Ron1ans, he bore the bier of Ed\vard the Confessor 
to the chapel and deposited it in the new receptacle. 
This cerelnony ,vas \vitnessed by the ,,,hole court, and 
Queen Eleanor offered at the shrine a silver image of the 
Virgin, besides je\vels of great value. l<'ing Henry 
reserved the old coffin of the saint for his o\vn use, and 
\vas placed in it just three years later, having expired on 
the 16th of Noven1ber, 12 7 2 . 
He ,vas buried at \Vestminster Abbey, near the shrine 
of Edward the Confessor. His funeral \vas conducted ,,'ith 
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great Inagnificence by the IZnights Telnplars -lnil itary 
Blonks \vho, in the lniddle ages, acted as bankers and 
money-brokers to all Europe - and they raised a fine 
lTIOnUment to his n1enlory, \vhich \vas after\vards inlaid \vith 
precious stones brought from the 1-J 01 Y Land for that pur- 
pose, by Ed\vard I., King Henry's heir. 
Queen l\1argaret, of Scotland, follo\ved her royal father 
to the grave \yithin the year, and then, bo\ved do\vn ,,,ith 
suffering and sorro\\', Queen Eleanor retired to l\lTIbres- 
bury, \vhere four years later she entered the convent and 
took the veil. 
[A. D. 129 I.J She sur\'ived her husband nineteen years, 
and \vhen she died her body ,vas enlbahned and placed in 
a yault until King Echva rcl , her son, returned fro 111 his 
canlpaign in Scotland. Then he sumlTIoned all his barons 
and clergy to Alnbresbury, ,,,here the funeral rites ,yere 
duly perfonned and his 1110ther's body ,vas buried. Her 
heart \vas conveyed to London and interred in a church. 


ARCHERS. 



CHAPTER X. 


ELEAXOR.A. OF CASTILE, FIRST QUEEN OF 
ED'VARD 1. (A.D. 1244--1291). 


ED\V ARD I. \vas only fifteen years old \vhen he accon1pa- 
nied his nlother across the Pyrenees fronl Bordeaux, to 
clailn the hand of Eleanora, sister to IZing Alphonso of 
Castile, to \vhonl he had been betrothed several nlonths 
before. 
[
\.I). 1256.J 1'he Inarriage \vas soleu1nized a fe\v days 
after his arrival, feasts and tournan1ents in honor of the 
event follo\ved, and then the little bride of ten years pro- 
ceeded \vith her lord to Paris. She \vas present at the 
feast of kings, giyen by King Henry to celebrate his 
son's Inarriage, of \yhich lnention is Blade in the preceding 
reIgn. 
'Vhen Henry III. and Queen Eleanor returned to 
England, the young couple \vent vvith then1 and Il1ade their 
public entry into the Inetrorolis in grand state. 
Among the nUlnerous entertainlnents given to \velcolne 
the bride, that ,vhich took place at the house of John 
1\1ansel, the secretary of state, \vas the n10st relnarkable. 
All the royal fanlily, \vith their-entire retinue, ,vere present, 
and as the 111ansion ,vas by no lneans capacious enough to 
accommodate so large a party, tents \vere erected on the 
surrounding grounds. Considering that seven hundred 
Inesses of nleat \\"ere served at one Ineal, it is not surprising 
that Mansel's house \vas too sll1all. 
160 
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A fe,v months later, Prince Edward took his little \vife 
to Bordeaux to c01l1plete her education, \vhich had scarcely. 
begun at the tin1e of her 111arriage. \Vhile she pursued 
her studies, the prince led the life of a knight-errant, 
\yandering fron1 place to place, and taking part in yarious 
tilting 111atches and tournan1ents until SU1l1lTIOned to 
r:ngland to take part in the civil ,vars that resulted, after 
se,'eral years, in the con1plete restoration of Henry III. 
[A.D. 1265.] Peace \vas so far established in 1265 as 
to "'arrant the return of Queen Eleanor, \vho took. her 
daughter-in-Ia\v home ,vith her. 
Prince Ed\vard lnet the ladies at Dover, and \"as de- 
lighted to \velcome his ,,,ife, \\'ho had, during her absence, 
deyeloped into a remarkably handson1e 'VOlnan. She had 
clear cut, delicate features, a fine figure, and magnificent 
black hair, peculiar to Spanish ladies. 
I'he young couple set up their establish
ent at the 
palace of Savoy, built by Echvarcl's uncle, but passedlnuch 
of their tÍIne at \Yinclsor Castle, \\'here, a year later, their 
first son \vas born. He received the nalne of John, after 
his un,vorthy grandfather. In 1267 a second son ,vas born 
and named Henry. 
Prince Echvard ,vas too restless a tnan and too n1uch of 
a soldier to settle do\vn to a life of luxury and ease, and 
an escape frOlTI injury, or perhaps death, that he had one 
day \vhen playing chess at \Vindsor, turned his thoughts 
to\vards a crusade. He had just left the table, with no 
speciai purpose, ,,,hen the centre stone of the cèiling fell 
and crushed the chair he had occupied. This circun1stance 
convinced hin1 that he ,vas under Divine protection and 
that his life "'as spared for son18 great ,york. 
He therefore began his preparations for a campaign in 
Syria forth\vith. Prince Ec1\vard ,vas elninently fitteCl for 
a crusader, being a po\verful luan, tall, \vell formed, re- 
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J11arkably agile In \vielding his s\vord, and an excellent 
horseman. 
His \vife loved him so fondly that she resolved to 
accolnpany hiln, though it \vas a sacrifice to leave her t\VO 
lovely little boys. All the hardships and dangers attendant 
upon a crusade \vere laid before Eleanora in graphic 
colors, but she \vas \villing to brave theln all rather than 
let her husband go ,vithout her. " Nothing," said this 
faithful \vife, " ought to part those \VhOln God hath joined, 
and the \vay to heaven is as near, if not nearer, frOITI 
Syria as from England or Iny native Spain." 
Before leaving England, Eleanora, in company \vith 
Queen Eleanor, visited the various shrines throughout the 
kingdon1 and Inade offerings, SOlne of theITI being of great 
value. 
[A.D. 1270.] In the spring of 1270 the young couple 
bade fare,vell to the t\VO sons they \yere never to see 
again, and set sail for Bordeaux, thence to Sicily, \vhere 
they \vere to be joined by IZing Louis of France, \\Tith his 
anny. 
But the death of IZing Louis occurring at this tinle, 
deprived Prince Ed ,yard of the aid he had counted on, 
and caused his detention for se\'erailnonths. The King 
of Sicily tried to persuade hÎ1n to abandon the crusade, 
but heroically striking his breast the prince exciailned : - 
"Sang de Dielt, if all should desert Ine, I ,,,ould lay siege 
to Acre, if only attended by Fo\ven, nlY groonl! " 
In the spring and SUInlner of 1271 Echvard Inade t\\'o 
successful can1paigns and defeated the Saracens \vith 
great slaughter. Returning to Cyprus for reinforcelnents, 
he undertook the siege of Acre, and established a reputa- 
tion in the Holy Land, not inferior to that of his great 
uncle, Cæur de Lion. 
The Saracen a(bniral, bent on revenge, sent a messen- 
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ger several tin1es to the prince, \vith letters, in \yhich he 
expressed his desire to becolne a Christian convert. He 
,vas ahyays received in private, because the adIniral's life 
\vQuld be in danger froln his o\vn people unless the utmost 
secrecy \vere observed. The fifth tÍ1ne the ambassador 
presented himself, Echvard \vas lying on a lounge, clad in 
a loose garnlent, as the \yeather \vas very \vann. He \"as 
soon absorbed in the letters that had been \vritten on pur- 
pose to please hinl. Suddenly the letter-carrier dre\v forth 
a poniard and aÏlnecl at _ the prince, \vho fortunately per- 
ceived the treachery in titne to receive the blo\v on his 
oJ 
ann. The lnan Inacle another atten1pt, but Ed\vard felled 
hiln to the ground \vith a po\verfu] kick in the breast, then 
seizing a stool, killed hiln outright. The sound of the 
scuffle brought in Prince Ed\vard's attendants, one of 
\yhOln beat out the brains of the treacherous 111essenger. 
" \Vhat \"as the use of striking a dead Inan?" asked the 
prince, with stern reproach. 
A surgical operation became necessary before the 
\\'oundecl arn1 could be cured, but at the end of a fortnight 
Ed\varcl ,vas able to Inount his horse, the attention and 
good nursing of his \"ife ha\?ing hastened his recovery. 
Eleanora had a little princess soon after\vard, and called 
her Joanna of Acre, froln the place of her birth. 
As his "anny had becolne nluch reduced, Prince Ech,rard 
took leave of the, Holy Land and returned to Sicily \vith his 
\vife and infant. Sad ne'vs awaited theIn, for a 111essenger 
announced the death of their t\VO little boys in England, and 
they had scarcely recovered frOlll the shock \vhen another 
arri\?ed to infonn thein that Henry III. also had died. 
1'he finnness and resignation \vith \vhich Ed\vard had 
borne the loss of his sons no\v gave ,yay to an outburst of 
grief that surprised everyone, particularly as his father's 
death made hÜn King of England. \Vhen questioned on 
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the subject Ed,vard replied: "The loss of infants may be 
repaired by the saIne God that gave theIn, but ,vhen a man 
has lost a good father it is not in the course of nature for 
God to send him another." 
The roy
l pair spent a year in Rome before returning 
to England. During their passage through France, 
Echvard took part in several tournaments, and did not 
land at Dover ,vith his ,vife until August 2, 1273. 
[A.D. 1273.J Preparations for their coronation \vere 
speedily concluded, and that irnportant cerelnony took 
place on the 19th of August. Great enthusiasm ,vas 
exhibited by the citizens of London, ,vho had enjoyed 
a season of such prosperity since the establishment of 
peace that they ,vere anxious to prove their loyalty to the 
new king and queen by lavish expenditure. Both houses 
of parliament assen1bled to ,velcoine their majesties, and 
for two weeks after the coronation banquets ,vere served 
every day in the wooden buildings that had been erected 
in the palace grounds for that purpose. The rich and the 
poor, the country yeoman and the Londoner, ,vere ,,'elcomed 
alike and entertained free of charge. I t was a fortnight 
of universal rejoicing, and the opening reign promised to 
be an exceedingly popular one. But the most remarkable 
feature of the coronation was this: while the king ,vas at a 
feast prepared in the palace for the lords who had attended 
hilll during the ceren10ny, King Alexander or Scotland 
caIne to pay his respects, accompanied by a hundred 
knights. They arrived on horseback, and, as each Inan 
alighted, his horse ,vas turneclloose to becoine the property 
of any person, no lnatter ,,,,hat his station, "rho 111ight be 
lucky enough to capture him. After\varcls caIne Edll1und, 
the king's brother, the Earls of Pembroke and \Varren, 
with their train of knights, and the horses of this ,vhole 
party ,vere like,vise turned loose. 
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Lle"
ellyn, the Prince of \Vales, did not appear at the 
coronation, and this displeased the king so much that he 
sent to inquire into the cause, ,vhereupon the prince 
replied that as he had reconquered all the \Velsh territory 
that Ed,,,ard's Nonnan predecessors had taken possession 
of, he o\ved no homage to the King of England. 
Later, ,,,hen Lle,vellyn's bride ,vas on her ,yay to \Vales, 
her vessel \vas captured by the Bristol Inerchantll1en, and 
the dalnsel \vas taken prisoner. King Ed\vard treated her 
\vith courtesy, and placed her in charge of the queen at 
\Vindsor Castle. Then the prince subll1itted to the 
required hOl1lage ,,,ith alacrity and ,vent to \V orcester, 
,,,here the King and Queen of England ll1et hÏ1n, bringing 
his lady love ,vith theine The ll1arriage ceremony ,vas 
performed at \V orcester Cathedral; King Ed\vard gave 
the bride away, the queen supported her at the altar, and 
both honored the lnarriage feast ,vith their presence. A 
year later the young princess died, then her husband 
repented of his h0l11age and suddenly invaded England, 
but he ,vas killed on the battle-field ,vithou t accolnplishing 
anything. 
[A.D. 1283.J \Vales ,vas in such an unsettled state in 
128 3" that King Ed\vard found his presence there very 
necessary. The queen ,vent ,,-ith hill1 and established her 
court at Rhuddlan Castle. By that tiIne the royal couple 
had several children, and their sixth daughter, Princess 
Isabella, ,vas born soon after their arrival in '\T ales. 
The follo\ving year the queen ren10ved to the Castle of 
Caernarvon, because it ,vas the strongest fortress in '
{ales, 
and the king ,vanted to feel that she ,vas safe froIn insur- 
gents. There, in a gl00111Y little chaInber, ten feet by 
eight, a prince \vas born on the 25th of April, 128 4. The 
rOO1l1 had no fireplace, but tapestry ,vas hung on the ,valls 
to keep out draughts. I t ,vas Queen Eleanora ,vho first 
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put tapestry to this use III England in iInitation of a 
I\100rish custon1 that she had seen adopted in Spain. A 
Welsh nurse \vas procured for the infant, because the 
queen kne\v that it \vould please the people to have a 
native \VOn1an in that position. Ed\\rard I. ,vas at Rhud- 
dlan Castle, trying to negotiate a treaty of peace with the 
authorities of "Vales, VtThen a gentleman arrived to infonn 
hiIn of the birth of his son. He \vas so delighted that he 
knighted the lnan on the spot and lnade him a present of 
SOlne lands. 
The king then hastened to Caernarvon to see his \vife 
and baby. Three days later all the chiefs from the differ- 
ent parts of N orth Wales nlet at the castle to tender their 
submission to Edward, and to iInplore him to appoint them 
a prince of their o\vn land, \vhose native tongue \vas 
neither French nor Saxon. 
Edward assured them that he \vould con1ply, ,,-hereupon 
they promised that if his character \vas free frolll stain, 
they \vould certainly accept hin1 \vithout a 111urmur. 1'hen 
the king ordered his infant son to be brought in, and pre- 
senting hil11 to the asselnbly, said, " that he \vas a native of 
their country, his character \vas \vithout reproach, that he 
could not speak a \vord of English or French, and 
that if they pleased, the first \vords he uttered should be 
\Velsh." 
As there \vas no alternative, the rough nlountaineers 
kissed the little hand and s\vore fealty to Ed \vard of 
Caernarvon. 
The queen soon removed to Con\vay Castle, \vhere she 
was surrounded \vith all the con1forts and luxuries the age 
afforded. Under her influence the \Velsh made rapid 
strides to\vards civilization, and she felt happy to be 
among then1; but they had been so barbarous \vhen she 
fi rst \vent to their country that the king had to threaten se- 
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vere punishment to anyone" \vho should strike the queen 
or snatch anything out of her hand." 
[A.D. 1285.] King Alexander of Scotland died in 1285, 
and his heiress, the Princess ßlargaret of Nor\vay, \vas by 
consent of the nobles of Scotland, solemnly betrothed to 
little Echvard of Caernarvon, Prince of V\Tal es . 
In 1290, Queen Eleanora ,vas the mother of nine beauti- 
ful princesses, to \vhose care and education she devoted a 
great deal of tilne. They occupied a retired portion of 
'\T estlninster Palace, \vhich ,vas called in consequence, 

Iaiden Hall. One of these princesses entered a convent, 
not long after the ninth one ,vas born, and during the same 
year three others married. The rejoicings that attended 
the nuptial ceremonies \vere suddenly brought to a close 
by a dreadful calamity. It had been arranged that the 
little Queen 
fargaret of Scotland should go to England to 
be educated under the guidance of Queen Eleanora, but 
she died on the voyage. This sad event ""as disastrous to 
Scotland, and threatened the prosperity of the ,,,hole 
kingdoln, by severing the bond that v;ould have united it 
had the marriage bet\veen l\Iargaret and Ed,vard been 
conslunmated. 
[A.D. 1291.] As soon as the king heard of I\Iargaret's 
death he started for Scotland, bidding his beloved Elea- 
nora to follo\v as speedily as possible. But before he 
reached his destination a messenger overtook hin1 \"ith 
ne\\TS of the queen's dangerous illness. She had been 
attacked ,,,ith feyer \"hile travelling through Lincolnshire, 
and prevented from proceeding. Ed \yard turned back 
instantly, and everything ,yas lost sight of excepting that 
his clear ,vife ,vas ill and suffering. N ot\yithstanding that 
he pushed for\yard ,vith utInost haste, he arrived too late, 
for the queen ,vas dead. IZing Ed,yard's grief ,vas so deep 
for a tin1e that he ,vas unable to attend to public affairs of 
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any description. lIe follo\yecl the corpse of his "rife for 
thirteen days, stopping at eyery in1portant to\vn to have 
a funeral cerelnony perfonned at the largest church \vhere 
all the neighboring priests and Inonks asselnblecl for the 
purpose. As the royal bier approached London the offi- 
cers and principal citizens 111et it, clad in black hoods and 
go\vns, and marched in solelnn procession to \" estminster 
Abbey. 
Queen Eleanora \vas buried at the feet of her royal father- 
in-Ia\v. Besides the beautiful InonUlnent in bronze for 
\vhich I<'ing Ed,vard paid an Italian artist L 1700, he 
erected others in the shape of a cross in melnory of the 
chère reille, as he called his ,,'ife, at each of the places 
,vhere the funeral procession halted on the \vay to Lon- 
don. The last stopping place \vas the one no\v called 
Charing Cross, a perversion of the original French, \vhich 
signified "dear queen's cross." 
Eleanora of Castile \vas sincerely lalnented in England; 
for as \Valsinghalll says of her: "To our nation, she \vas 
a living mother, the colu111n and pillar of the \vhole reahn. 
She \vas a godly, Inodest and Inerciful princess, \vho con- 
soled the sorro\v-stricken, and Inade those friends that were 
at discord." 
During the reign of Ed\vard I. and Eleanora, sculpture, 
architecture, casting in brass anel bronze, and ,vooel-carving 
\vere enc.ourageel, and Inany beautiful specin1ens of these 
branches of art appeared in England. 
Of all the children of this royal couple, the nun-prin- 
cess and Eel\vard II. \vere the only ones that reached 111id- 
dIe age. 
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IARGlTERITE OF FRAXCE. SECOXD QyEE
 OF 
ED\V.A.RD 1. (A.D. 1282-1317.) 


KING ED\VARD I. \vas so grieved at the death of his" chère 
reine," that he gave hin1self up to the deepest melancholy, 
\rhich lasted several tTlonths. He ,vas gro\ying old, and 
felt the loss of his con1panion of Inany years n10st keenly. 
Ho,vever, he learned in tilne to subtnit to the inevitable, 
and roused hilnself to attend to the affairs of his kingdom. 
No sooner did his Ininisters observe this fayorable change 
in the 111ind of their n10narch than they set to \vork to effect 
further ill1provelnent by seeking a successor to the defunct 
queen. Their choice fell on I\Iarguerite, the sister of 
Philip Ie Bel of France. 
[A. D. 1299.] After the usual preliu1inaries the treaty 
\vas duly signed, and the marriage ,vas celebrated at Can- 
terbury, Sept. 8, 1299. 
I\1arguerite \\"as only seventeen years old, but she \vas 
such a good, sedate and pious,vo111an that her union ,vith a 
ll1an old enough to be her grandfather proved by no means 
an unhappy one. On the contrary, she exercised a \vhole- 
SOlne influence over hiln, and prompted him to n1any Iner- 
ciful and \vorthy actions. 
It \vas due to her persuasion that the poor \vido\v, Lady 
I\Iarguerite Ho\yard, \vas released froll1 a debt to the cro,vn 
,vhich she could not possibly have paid, and Inany of her 
subjects could cite siInilar acts pron1pted by her good and 
tender heart. 
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The citizens of Winchester were deeply indebted to her 
for preserving them fron1 King Henry's wrath \vhen Ber- 
nard Pereres, a hostage froln the city of Bayonne, lnade his 
escape. He had been confided to the care of the mayor 
of \Vinchester, and ,vas looked upon as a prisoner of the 
greatest iInportance. King Ed\vard placed a sheriff in 
charge of the city, deprived the people of all their liberties, 
fined the 111ayor three hundred lnarks, and shut hinl up in 
the i\1arshalsea prison until he should be able to pay the 
SU111. 1'he \Yinchester citizens were in despair, and threw 
thelnselyes on the nlercy of their queen. She recalled the 
exhibition of loyalty that they had 111ade \vhen she appeared 
alnong theln a bride, and her heart warn1ed to\vards them 
in their distress. Fortunately, she \vas able to aid them, 
for the king had presented her \vith the charter of \Vin- 
chester, thus entitling her to all the fines levied on its cit- 
izens. With this doculnent she presented herself before 
her lord, and claiIned the unfortunate lnayor \vith his three 
hundred lnarks, as her property. Echvard yielded, and even 
restored the liberties of \vhich he had, in his displeasure, 
deprived the Winchester people. They never ceased to be 
grateful to Queen J\farguerite. 
But this occurred after she had been Ed,vard's "rife sev- 
eral years. \\Te lnust return to the beginning of her reign. 
On the \Yednesday after his lnarriage, the king ,vas sud- 
denly and unexpectedly sU111lnonecI to Scotland because of 
a rebellion that had broken out there. During his absence 
the queen occupied apartments in the To\ver, and as the 
slnall-pox was raging in London that season, her court were 
quarantined in that palace. 
The follo\ving year she joined the king in Scotland, but 
stopped at Brotherton in Yorkshire while he was fighting 
his battles. 
[A. D. 1300.] On the first of June, 1300, her first child 



f 
r 

 

, 


r . 


f 


r
 
! 
' 
-, 

 


.f
 



 


j 



., 


"'-- 
,t 
 
-i. , 


.) 
'..... 


!J 
""'\.
 oJ Á. 
 

 1 


. ,#0 


\ \,'"5 
""" 



 
 


1 

- -? 


)... 


..,1-"':
 



 


t'
 


to 



 

-'1..
: 


:
 
'i 


I 


.! 
,f- 


,,-' 


" 


... 



 


'rl' 


-.
 - 



 - 


I". 


J ' 
J 


. 
 
 'Y 



 


\. . 
 


t' 



.:-' 


I 


MARGUERITE OF FRANCE. 


\h 

. 


'\ 
, \' 


g;Ì, 


-
I 


I 


.,.....- 


... 
-. 
I
 



'7. 
C 


.;;. 




13 08 . 


lIfargucrite of France. 


179 


,yas born. It ,,,as a boy. and Queen T\Iarguerite gaye him 
the nalne of Thon1as. after the favorite English saint, 
ThoI11as à Becket of Canterbury. 
The queen occupied Ca\voQd Castle at that tÌ111e, and 
during the four years she spent in that magnificent fortress, 
her husband \"as laying siege to one stronghold after 
another, until Scotland \yas subdued frOI11 sea to sea. Stir- 
ling Castle ,,,as the last one to yield, but ,,'hen l{ing Ed\vard 
l11ade his triumphal journey hOI11e to England, its brave COl11- 
l11ander, "r allace, ,,,as carried a captiye in the royal train. 
On their return to London, the king and queen gave a 
series of entertainl11ents to celebrate the conquest of Scot- 
land. One of the grandest tournalnents ever ,,-itnessed in 
England took place at that tÏ111e, at \Vestn1inster Palace, on 
\yhich occasion Prince Echvard and hvo hundred other 
nobleI11en "'ere knighted. In 1308 the queen had another 
son. She nal11ed hil11 Edl11und, and he after,vard became 
the Earl of Kent. 
[A. D. 1308.J King Ed\yard \yas on his \vay to Scotland 
in 1308, but fell ill before he reached the border. He lin- 
gered until the Prince of \Yales reached hiln, and ,,-ith his 
dying breath cOlnn1ancled his son, "to be kind to his little 
brothers, and, aboye all, to treat \yith respect and tenderness 
his mother, Queen T\Iarguerite." 
T\luch sorro\v ,vas felt at the death of their ,varrior king, 
but his \yife l110urned for the loss of the tender, affectionate 
husband Echyard had ahvays been. 
A fe,v 1110nths after his death she went to France to be 
present at the 111arriage of Echvard II., \yith her niece, Isa- 
bella. On her return to England she lived in seclusion, de- 
\'oting her tÍl11e and money to deeds of charity. T\largue- 
rite died on the I4tl1 of February, 1317, at the early age of 
thirty-six, and \vas buried at the Grey Friars church, a splen- 
did building that she had founded. 
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[A. D. 1317.J Her stepson, Ed,vard II., had ahvays loved 
her, and to show his respect for her n1el11ory, he not only 
had her pall draped ,vith rich 111aterial of silk striped ,vith 
gold, but erected a splenclid.n1
nun1ent besides. 
Queen JVlarguerite is the ancestress of all the English 
nobility bearing the naille of Ho,vard, "Tho unite in their 
veins the blood of St. Louis with the greatest of the Plan- 
tagenet kings. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


ISABELLA OF FRA
CE, QYEEN OF EDWARD II. 
(A.D. 1295-1358.) 


ISABELLA of France \vas a princess of the very highest 
rank, her father being Philip IV. of France, and her mother 
Queen of N q.varre. But she \vas like\vise one of the \vorst 
\vomen that ever occupied the throne of England. 8h& 
,vas born in 1295, and \vhen only nine years of age was be- 
trothed to Ed\vard, Prince of \Vales. At that time her 
father agreed to settle on her the sunl of 1:18,000 for her 
marriage portion. _ 
He \vas not rich enough to give her so llluch lnoney, but 
he got possession of it by lllurdering and robbing the poor 
Knights Telnplars - a religious body first established at 
J erusalel11 to protect pilgrims travelling in the Holy Land. 
Such ill-gotten gain could not be expected to besto\v much 
pleasure or profit on the possessor of it. 
\Vhen Ed\varcl I. was dying, he charged his son to lose 
no tilne in completing the arrangell1ents for his Inarriage t 
and the prince had received such favorable reports con- 
cerning the personal channs of his lady-love that he has- 
tened to obey. Before the king \vas buried he dispatched 
t,,'o earls to France to appoint the \vedding day. 
He \yas so 111uch in love, that it is said he lost the king... 
dOlu of Scotland by hurrying a\vay to get married \vhen hi
 
presence in that country \yould have l11ad
 him its sovereign. 
He need not have been in such hastt: J for Isabella ,vas 
scarcely fourteen years of age, and perha os if he had \vaited 
181 
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until her mind \vas lnore .matured, she \vould not have acted 
so un \visely as she did on several occasions after\'lards. 
Grand preparations \vere lnade at \Vestn1inster Palace for 
the reception of the young queen. The royal apartlnents 
\vere re-decorated and handsolnely furnished, the gardens 
\vere nev
rly laid out and planted \'lith the rarest flowers, the 
fish-ponds \vere all cleaned out and freshly supplied, and 
Queen's Bridge \vas repaired. The royal ship called J\lai-- 
garet of \Vesnninster ,vas cleaned, painted, and ne\vly fitted 
up under the king's personal direction for the c0l11fort of 
his expected bride, and no trouble or expense \vas spared 
that could add to her pleasure. 
\Vhen everything \vas ready, Ecl\vard appointed his favor- 
ite, Piers Gaveston, guardian of the country, and sailed, ac- 
companied by Queen rvlarguerite, his steplnother, to meet 
his bride. He landed at Boulogne, ,vhere Isabella and her 
royal parents a\vaited hinl, and the next day the 111arriage 
was celebrated at the falnous cathedral of that to\vn. 
r A. D. 1308.J Four kings and four queens \vere present, 
besides a larger nUlnber of princes and nobility than had 
ever n1et together on such an occasion, and the church pre- 
sented an appearance of unusuallnagnificence. The bride's 
beauty excited the greatest achniration, and she \vas called 
Isabella the Fair. Had any nlen1ber of that royal asseln- 
bly been told that before the end of her life she \vould be 
kno\vn as the" She-\volf of France," he \vould not have bc- 
lieved it; appearances are often deceptive. 
Festivities \vere kept up for nearly t\vo \veeks, then the 
ne\vly-\vedded couple \vent to Dover, ,,"here they \vere Inet 
by a large party of noble ladies and gentlen1en \vho attended 
them to \Vestlninster. 
AlTIOng those who met them on their arrival in England 
was the Piers Gaveston \VhOn1 Echvard had left as guardian 
during his absence. l'his ll1an \vas the cause of a great 
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deal of trouble later because of his unbounded influence 
over the king, ,,,ho, the InOlnent he caught sight of his 
fayorite, fle,v to hin1 and threw his arms about his neck 
calling hinl "brother." 
Isabella's outfit ,vas nlagnificent. She had t\VO superb 
solid gold cro\vns ornamented ,,,ith precious stones, a large 
ntllnber of gold and silyer drinking \.essels, golden spoons, 
fifty silver soup-bo\\'ls, t\\'elve large sih.er dishes, and t\velve 
snlaller ones. Her dresses ,vere nlade of gold and silver 
stuff, \'elyet, and shot silk. Six of thenl ,vere of the finest 
inlported green cloth, six ,,,ere of Inixed and figured nlate- 
ri.aI, and six \\rere scarlet: she had, besides, a supply of 
costly furs, four hundred and nineteen yards of to\vels, and 
six dozen nightcaps. She brought \vith her the tapestry 
for her o,,,n chalnber. on \vhich \vere elnbroidered in gold 
the anns of France, England, and Brabant. 
Her father presented his son-in-Ia\v \\'ith a large ntunber 
of the costliest rings, je\\'els, and other precious articles 
that could be found: but Ed\\'ard \vas foolish enough to 
give all to Piers Gaveston, \\'ho had a perfect passion for 
finery. 
Such conduct on the part of her husband Inade Isabella 
very angry, for she looked upon these handsol1le gifts froln 
her father as part of her do\\'ry, and naturally she objected 
very decidedly to haying theln handed over to a stranger 
"'horn she had already begun to dislike. 
Just a 1110nth after the Inarriage the day ,vas appointed 
for the coronation of the young king and queen, but the 
nobles infonned Ed\\'ard that unless his haughty favorite 
\vere banished froln court they \vould not attend the cere- 
mony. This threat signified that they Ineant to refuse their 
oath of allegiance, so Ed\yard ".as yery 111uch alanned, but 
- prolnised that at the parlialnent, \vhich \vas to meet ÏInme.. 
diately after the coronation, everything should be arranged 
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to their entire satisfaction. But he gave fresh cause for 
c01l1plaint by besto\ving upon Piers Gaveston the very high- 
est office at the coronation, - that of bearing the 81. Ed- 
,yard's cro,yn. This Inade one of the royal earls so angry 
that he \vould have killed the favorite on the spot had it 
not been for the respect he felt for the young queen. 
Gaveston had taken it upon hin1self to Inanage every- 
thing; and either his arrangements \vere badly Inade, or he 
\vas so unpopular, that nobody \vould obey hin1, for there 
\vas nothing but disorder and confusion fron1 beginning to 
end. The cro\vd \vas so great that several people were 
injured, and one poor knight \vas knocked do\vn and trod- 
den to death. It \vas three o'clock in the afternoon before 
the coronation \vas over, and since early Inorning those 
engaged in the ceren10nies had eaten nothing. The C0I11- 
pany \vere not seated at the banquet until after dark, and 
then every dish \vas so poorly cooked and so badly served 
that the hungry nobles ,vere indignant, and felt that they 
could sooner have forgiven the favorite for any offence than 
this one. Isabella, too, \vas out of humor and exhausted; 
in short, all classes \vere dissatisfied, and many of the cus- 
tOlnary ceremonies had to be 0111itted because the usual 
111asters of theln ,vere absent. 
\Vhether by accident or design, several slights \vere put 
upon the young queen that Inade her French follo\vers so 
angry that they \\Tent back home and complained to her 
father. Besides, Isabella sent a letter fined ,vith COln- 
plaints against her husband and his too-po\\Terful favorite. 
This n1ade the King of France use all his influence to 
strengthen the party of French barons \vho despised Gaves- 
ton, and even to induce the English ones to oppose hin1, 
too. 
Probably, if the queen had been older, her beauty and 
talents Inight have enabled her to gain such control over 
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her husband that his favorite
s presence ,yolllcl have had 
less effect; but she ,vas so young and inexperienced that, 
although she felt the inlportance of her position in the 
English court, Ed\vard treated her like a child, and this 
yexed her beyond everything. 
Gaveston ,,,as just the sort of a person ,,'ho could, if he 
chose, lead so \veak a young Inan as Ed\vard 11., and, un- 
fortunately, he did so choose. He ,vas very handsome, a 
perfect Adonis, relnarkable for his courteous lllanners, 
courage, and sparkling \vit. He ,,"ould Inilllic and Inake 
fun of the peculiarities of the English nobles for the allluse- 
n1ent of the thoughtless king, ,vhich \vas, of course, Inost 
displeasing to theIn, and he even ,vent so far as to ridicule 
the queen. She con1plained to her father, \vho secretly 
induced the barons to insist upon the banishlllent of the 
fayorite. Ed\vard \vas at last cOlnpellecl to yield, and 
pron1Ìsed to send hilll beyond the seas, but the ,vily Gaves- 
ton had recently strengthened his position by marrying a 
niece of the king, so he had hinlself appointed Go\
ernor 
of Ireland. Even his ,vorst enenlies o,vn that he ruled that 
country very \vell. 
But the follo\ying year he came back to England to 
attend a tournanlent. He brought such a lnagnificent 
retinue, and Inade so great a display, that the barons \yere 
jealous, and hated hiIn \\Torse than ever. Little did their 
dislike or their displeasure affect hiln, for he took his 
revenge by ridiculing thelll ane\v, and calling thenl nlost 
provoking nalnes. The Earl of Pembroke "'as dark, thin, 
and sallo\v-colnplexionecl, so he nalned him "Joseph the 
J e,v ;" the Earl of \Var\vick, ,,"ho foalned at the nlouth 
\vhen in a passion, ,vas "the \\Tild Boar of Ardenne;" and 
the Earl of Lancaster, ,,,ho dressed peculiarly, \yas styled 
"the Stage Player." Thus he ll1ade fun of the entire 
party. But the insults \vere treasured up against him; 
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and ,,,hen, SaIne years later, his day of reckoning dawned, 
not lnuch mercy \"as ShO'VI1 hiln. 
In the lneantilne he had stirred up such a storm that his 
royal lnaster's throne tottered under hin1. The queen and 
her uncle, the Earl of Lancaster, .with all the barons, 
formed a con1bination against hiln so strong that Ed\vard 
dared not oppose it, and disn1Ïssed hiIn to Guienne. At 
parting ,,'ith his favorite, he lavished on hiln all his je\vels, 
even the rings, brooches, and buckles that his young \vife 
had presented hiIn váth at various times
 This was one of 
the lnost foolish things Edv/ard ever did, and nobody can 
blame Isabella for feeling offended. 
Ho\vever, she \vas at that tilne lnuch beloved by her 
subjects, and, \"ith Gaveston out of the \vay, \ve hear no 
more complaints until the year 1312, \vhen, to her great 
displeasure, he turned up again. This tiIne, with his usual 
lack of judglnent, the king had recalled hiln, and made hin1 
his principal secretary of state. This \vas a very high 
office, for he had all the affairs of the country under his 
control, and so detennined was he to keep Edv
7ard under 
his thulnb that nobody could speak to hiln excepting 
through the secretary. 
1'his arrangement gave great offence, and ,vhen the 
young queen saw ho,v the royal favorite \vas injuring her 
husband by lnaking the nation dislike hiln, and, \\That was 
still \vorse, by leading hilll into dissipation and other acts 
of folly, she angrily ren10nstrated \vith hiIn. He forgot the 
respect due to her rank, and ans,vered with contelnpt, 
\vhereupon she complained to the king. But instead of 
upholding his \vife and punishing his insolent favorite, 
Edward treated the matter \vith the utmost indifference. 
Isabella was furious, and wrote to her father, the King of 
France, a letter filled with bitter cOlnplaints of her hus- 
band's coldness and neglect, saying, "that she \vas the 
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most "rretched of \viycs, and that Gaveston ,vas the cause 
of all her troubles." 
In reply, Philip secretly urged the peers to rebel, \vhich 
they did at last, headed by the Earl of Lancaster, and 
determined to c0111pel Ed\vard to dislniss his hated secre- 
tary of state. Then began a civil \var, the n10st horrible 
disaster that can overtake any country. Ed\vard, eyidently 
considering discretion the better part of valor, ran a\vay 
\vith his \\'ife and his favorite. They got as far as York, 
but the victorious barons entered that place in triumph, 
and the f,yo fugitives sailed for Scarborough, leaving the 
poor young queen alone, although she entreated her hus- 
band \"ith tears in her eyes to take her along. 
Finding herself forsaken, Isabella retired to a remote 
castle, \yhere she passed her time in visiting the sick and 
poor, \vhich the follo\ving notes, found in the royal house- 
hold book, prove:- 


[...L\.D. 1312. ] " October 9. To little ThomeIine, the Scotch 
orphan boy, to ,vhoni the queen, being moved to charity by his 
miseries, gave food and raiment to the an10unt of six and six.. 
pence. " 


And again: 


" To the same orphan, on his being 
ent to London to d,vell 
,vith Agnes, the ,vife of Jean, the queen's French organist; for 
his education, for necessaries bought him, and for curing his 
maladies, fifty-hvo shillings and eightpence." 


\Vhile at this castle the queen received a message from 
her uncle Lancaster assuring her of her safety, and telling 
her that they \vere only fighting to get hold of Gaveston. 
The king, in the meantime, having left his favorite in the 
strong fortress of Scarborough, proceeded to the midl?nd 
counties to raise forces for his defence. But the men of 
England ,,-ere so indignant at the treatn1ent their young 
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queen had received at the hands of her husband and his 
un\\Torthy guide, that instead of obeying the orders they 
received, they rose ell 1JlaSSe to stOrIn Ga veston in his 
shelter. Being destitute of proyisions, and kno\ying that 
he could not \vithstand a siege, he surrendered on condi- 


RETAINER'S HALL. 


tion that he \vas to be safely conducted to the king and 
allo\ved to speak \vith him freely before his trial. 
The barons, after soleOlnnly s\vearing to observe this 
treaty, lost no tirrle in bringing their prisoner to a shanl 
trial. No mercy telnper
d their judgment of a man who 
had ridiculed and defied them, so they beheaded him then 
and there. Afterwards they enjoyed the extrenle satisfac- 
tion of ransacking the luckless favorite's baggage, and 
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found many of the cro\vn je\vels, a number of precious 
ornalllents that had been presented to the king, and se
-eral 
articles of gold and silver plate from the royal house- 
hold. 
\Vhen Ed \vard heard of the murder of his friend, he \vas 
beside himself \vith rage and grief, and s\vore vengeance 
on the heads of those \vho had committed the deed. He 
then jðined the queen and \vent \vith her to \Vindsor, \vhere 
their first child, after\vards Ed,vard 111., "yas born. 
He ,vas a fine healthy baby, and his parents, as ,veIl as 
the English nation, and the French nobles ,,,ho ,vere in the 
country ,,,ere all delighted at this happy event. Four days 
after his birth the little fello,v ,vas baptized ,,,ith great 
pomp, having no less than seven godfathers. 
After this period, Isabella's influence over her husband 
,vas so strengthened that she brought about a reconciliation 
bet,,'een hinl and his barons, and there \yas peace in the 
reahn once Blore. Then the king and queen lnade a 
pleasure trip to Paris, \vhere they spent t\VO lllonths en- 
joying the feasts and anlusenlents \"hieh the nlagnificent 
and \vealthy court of Philip provided for their entertain- 
ment. 
A t last, through the entreaties of the queen, the pardon 
to all those ,vho had assisted in causing the death of 
Gaveston ,vas published, and her excellent influence ,vas 
felt in many \vays. 
During the next fe\y years another prince and a princess 
\yere born, and on each occasion presents of great value 
\vere distributed by the royal pair. 
In the household book there is lllention of the king's 
gift of ,-(333, "to Isabella, Queen of England, for the bap- 
tismal feast after the birth of the Lady Eleanora." There 
are also these .entries, sho\ving sOlnething of the fashions 
of the time:- 
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"To Vanne Ballard, for pieces of silk and gold tissue of fus- 
tian and of flanle-colored silk for the 1naking of cushions for the 
charrettes (carriages) of the queen and her ladies." 
" To Robert Ie Ter1TIOr, the bootnlaker of Fleet Street, for six 
pairs of boots ,vith tassels of silk and drops of silver gilt, price of 
each pair five shillings, bought for the king's use." 


When the royal couple kept T\velfth Night their presents 
were very generous. To one of their subjects they gave a 
silver gilt pitcher with stand and cover; to another, for 
presenting bunches of new grapes, 10S.; to another, for 
bringing a box of rose-colored sugar, ;[ 2 IOS.; to the 
mother of the king's fool, 10S., besides Inany others. To 
the Lady Mary, the king's sister, \vho \vas a nun, fifteen 
pieces of tapestry \vith coats-of-anns en1broidered thereon, 
besides ;[26 on her departure from court, and to three of 
his knights for dragging hilll out of bed on Easter morning 
Edward paid ;[20. 
[A.D. 1317.] During this fourteenth century there was 
the most dreadful famine ever kno\vn in England, \vhich 
lasted nearly three years. On one occasion, when the king 
and queen were dining in public in the great hall of the 
palace at Westminster, a woman, wearing a mask, entered 
on horseback, rode straight up to the royal table, and 
handed a letter to the king. Thinking that it probably 
contained some agreeable flattery, he ordered it to be read 
aloud. But, to his great mortification, it took hinl severely 
to task for his unkingly fancies, and blailled his bad gov- 
ernlnent for all the calalnities that had befallen the country. 
The \vornan was irnlnediately arrested, and confessed that 
she had been employed by a certain knight. The person 
she named boldly ackno\vledged that he had \vritten the 
letter, supposing that it \vould be read in private, and that 
the king would thus be informed of the complaints of his 
subjects. 


. 
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[A.D. 13 2 I.J 
It \vas about 
four years after 
this event that 
the queen first 
111et Roger 

IortÌI11er, the 
lnan \\"ho exer- 
cised such an 
influence over 
her life. By 
this tilne the 
king had t\VO 
ne\v favorites 
n a 111 e d I)e- 
spencer. 'rhey 
\v ere fat her 
and son, and 
both \vere bit- 
ter enelnies to 
Roger 
Iorti- 
mer. 
The circunl- 
stances of I sa- 
bella's life so 
began to shape 
theulselves at 
this period that 
fro 111 being a 
lovely, anliable 
peace - IHaker, 
she becalne a 
bad, cruel, dis- 
honored trai- 
tor. 


Isaóella of .fìÞance. 
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In 1321 she set out on a pilgrimage to the tomb of St. 
Thomas à BecKet, proposing to spend the night at Leeds 
Castle, \vhich \"as her o\\'n property. Baron BacUeslnere 
had charge of this castle, and li\'ed there \vith his ,vife, so 
Isabella sent a n1arshal in advance to have everything put 
in order for her reception, not iInagining for a nlOlnent 
that any objection could possibly be raised to her stopping 
there. But the baron \vas absent fronl hOlne, and had 
charged his \vife to protect the castle froln any intruders 
whatsoever. Not kno\ving ,,,hat Inight be the real object 
of the gueen's visit, Lady Radleslnere did just the "Tong 
thing ,,,hen the royal Inessengers arrived, treated them \vith 
insolence, and said, " that the queen might seek SOlne other 
lodging, for she \yould achnit nobody \vithin the castle \vith- 
out an order frOIn her lord." 
The messenger ,vas still arguing the case ,vith the lady 
"'hen Isabella arrived at the castle gates \\'ith her train. 
A volley of 
rro\vs greeted the party, and killed six of the 
royal escort. I'he queen \vas obliged to seek other shelter 
for the night, but she \vas excessively angry, and COln- 
plained bitterly to the king of the treatl11ent she had 
received, begging hinl to a\.enge the insolence of Lady 
Badlesll1ere for daring to exclude her frol11 her o\vn castle. 
Badlesl1lere hÏ111self \\1as foolish enough to send a lnost 
insulting letter to the queen in reply to the complaints that 
had been addressed to hill1 concerning his \vife's conduct, 
declaring that he heartily approved of \"hat she had done. 
As this baron had held the high position of ste\varcl of the 
royal household before he \vas placed in charge of Leeds 
Castle, it is probable that the queen h;td clone sOlnething 
to 111ake hinl her enell1Y. Neither her IT ncle Lancaster nor 
any of his associates seeln 
d inclined to side \vith Isabella, 
so she determined to be rev2nged on theln all, and \vould 
not rest until her husband p
on1Îsed to besiege the castle. 
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1\ large force \vas soon gathered together before the ,valls, 
but Lady Badlesmere felt certain that, \vith the stock of 
proyisions she had laid in, she could resist any attack, 
besides she expected all the barons to side \yith her. But 


Ui\DER THE TOWER. 


she soon found out her n1istake, and in a fe,v days the 
Castle of Leeds \yas obliged to surrender, and eleyen of its 
defenders, including Badles111cre, \vere hanged just outside 
the gate. Lady Badles111ere "as sent to the To\ver of 
London as a state prisoner. 
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Isabella no\v did all in her po\ver to influence the king 
against the barons, instead of working to restore peace, as 
she once did. So he fought against them in person, and 
Lancaster \vas seized in the battle. He was sentenced by 
the king \vith the least possible delay, and beheaded a fe\v 
hours later. The queen kne\v nothing about her uncle's 
sentence until too late, other\vise, it is to be hoped, she 
\vould have endeavored to save hiln. She \vas living in 
the To\ver at the time, and it \vas there that her youngest 
child, the Lady Joanna, \vas born. 
Roger MortÏ1ner )1ad been captured \vhile fighting against 
the king, and ÎInprisoned in the To\ver under sentence of 
death; but he managed in SOlne unaccountable Inanner to 
see Isabella, and get her interested in hinl. Her influence 
,vas all-po\verful at that period, so, to the astonishlnent of 
everybody, she made Edward change Mortimer's sentence 
of death to imprisonment for life, though he had really 
comlnenced the civil \var by a fierce attack on the lands of 
the Despencers. These men now hated the queen Inore 
than ever for assisting their enemy. 
The following year 1\10rtimer planned his escape from 
the To\ver with the assistance of the constable and others. 
The queen herself provided a drink for the guard that put 
theln into a heavy sleep. Then the prisoner, \vho had 
\\
orked a hole from his dungeon into the kitchen of the 
royal apartlnents, clÏ1nbed up the chÎInney and got out on 
the roof, along which he stealthily cra\vled to the Thalnes 
side, and descended by a rope ladder. The constable 
a\vaited him in a little boat, and ro\ved hiln across the 
river, \vhere seven of his friends met hiln on horseback. 
\Vith this guard he \vent to the coast of Hampshire, and 
pretended to sail to the Isle of \Vight; but, instead of that, 
the fugitive got on board a large ship that had been en- 
gaged for hiln, and was soon landed in N onnandy. rrhence 
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he ,yen t to Paris. \Vhen the king heard of the escape a 
great hue and cry ,vas raised for 1lortilner, dead or alive, 
but his ,vhereabouts "'ere not suspected, and he relnained 
safel y hidden in France. 
The Despencers nO\\T began to influence the king as 
. po\\"erfully as Gaveston had done, and the queen COln- 
Inenced her plans for their destruction. She declared that 
they ,vere the cause of all the recent bloodshed, and pre- 
tended that her Uncle Lancaster ,vas a saint and a lnartyr, 
\\'ho only Inet his death by the advice of these favorites. 
They had really conllnitted one fault for \vhich Isabella 
could not forgive theln; they had caused her allo\yance to 
be curtailed, and no one e,.er offended her \vithout paying 
dearly for it. 
She had ceased to be lovable to the king, and so had 
lost her hold on hill1; but for this also she blalned the 
Despencers. Then she ,vas deprived, by their adyice, of 
her French servants and of all her possessions in England. 
She and her husband quarrelled to such an extent that at 
last they refused to see each other at all. 
But Isabella \vas not Ineek enough to stand ill-treatlnent, 
so she cOlnplained to her brother, King Charles, ,,,ho had 
succeeded to the throne of France. He ,,"rote a very 
indignant letter to Ed\vard, declaring his intention of seiz- 
ing all the provinces of the French cro\yn held by England. 
But Ed\\Tard ,vas not prepared for \var, and neither he nor 
his Ininisters dared to go to France to face the angry 
brother of Isabella. 
[A.D. 1325.J In this dilelnlna the queen yolunteered 
her services as peace-lnaker, providing she Inight be 
allo\yed to go to Paris herself. Ed,yarcl \vas only too 
happy to have the Inatter so easily settled, and the De- 
spencers \vere delighted at the thought of getting rid of 
her. Isabella had a little plan of her own \vhich she 



[9 8 


The Queens of Ellglalld. 


intended to carry out. The first step \\'as a treaty of 
peace, \\-hich she arranged on her arrival in France, be- 
t\yeen her brother and the King of England. She ,vas not 
at all surprised \vhen the Despencers, '" ho feared her influ- 
ence over the \veak Inind of Ed \vard, had dissuaded hin1 
fron1 crossing the channel \yith her, even after his arrange- 
Inents had been lTIade. In fact, this \vas exactly \vhat she 
had desired, because it enabled her to propose that her 
son, the Prince of \Vales, should be invested ,vith certain 
pO\\Ters \vhich she nalned, and sent in his father's stead. 
Both the king and the Despencers fell into the snare, and 
Isabella got the heir to the throne of .England into her o,vn 
hands. 
As soon as Isabella found herself safe in France \vith 
her son, she laughed in her sleeve at the ,yay she had 
hoocl\vinkecl her husband and his despised favorites. She 
\vas just \vhere she \vanted to be, and had no intention of 
returning to England until affairs there had changed to her 
cOlnplete satisfaction. She and her brother, King Charles, 
had concocted a treaty, it is true, but it \vas so ,vritten as 
to be ahnost incolnprehensible, and to leave Inuch n1atter 
for dispute bet\veen the t\VO sovereigns. 
Isabella Inade all sorts of frivolous excuses for prolong- 
ing her stay in Paris, "There she ,vas joined by her favorite 
l\IortiIner and all the banished English lords. Although 
these people \vere open enemies of her husband and his 
governlnent, the ,vicked queen held councils and tneetings 
,vith theIn, \vhile she refused to have anything to do with 
the cOlnlnissioners Ed\vard had appointed. 
The Bishop of Exeter, horrified at her disgraceful be- 
havior, \vent over to England to inform the king of it, and 
to advise him to COlTIlTIand her ilnmediate return vlÍth the 
Prince of Wales. 
Edward \vrote several letters to his wife on this subject, 
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but she paid no attention either to his entreaties or his 
orders. She declared openly" that it ,,-as the intention of 
the Despencers to cause her to be put to death if she 
returned to England." She kne,v better, but this state- 
ment aided her schenles, and she e\'en succeeded in de- 
ceiving her brother
 King Charles of France, ,,-ho "'rote 
King Edward H that he could not pennit her to return to 
hiln unless she "'ere guaranteed fronl the evil that ,vas 
nleditated against her by her enelnies, the Despencers
" 
Echyard's reply to this letter ,vas Inanly and dignified. 
He begged his brother-in-Ia\v not to credit anything so 
false, but to send back his ,,,ife, of \\'honl he ,,-rate in kind, 
affectionate tenns. 
I 
abella refused to go, and used her yile influence to 
encourage her son's disobedience in this Blatter also. Ed- 
\vard 11. \\'as yery Inuch hurt, and \\"rote frequently to his 
\vife, reminding her of her duty, and taking her severely to 
task for her disloyal conduct. 
r t seelns that during this tinle Isabella ,vas treacherous 
enough to "'rite Inost friendly letters to Hugh Despencer, 
even though she had openly pronounced hinl her eneIl1Y. 
'Vhat offended King Ed\vard 11105t of all ,vas that his 
son, \\'hOl11 he loved dearly, ,vas not only kept a,,'ay fron1 
hiln, but that he constantly associated ,,-ith his Inother's 
friend and adyiser, l\Iortinlcr, \vho had pro'
ed hilnself a 
shanleless, \vorthless traitor. Besides, Isabella had con- 
tracted a 111arriage bet\\'een her son and a daughter of 
Count Hainault \yithout the slightest Inention of the 
jlatter 
to her husband, and had even gone so far as to receive the 
bride's 111arriage do\vry, \\'hich ,vas paid in adyance, and 
used it for her o,vn private expenses. 
Echvard's touching appeals took effect at last on the 
heart of King Charles, ,,,ho began to treat his sister coolly 
and to urge her return to England. But she had gone too 
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far to stop no\v, and her influence over her son ,vas so 
great that she Blade hiln believe her life ,vas in danger 
both at the hands of his father and the Despencers. The 
young lnan natun
Jly felt that he must stay by his perse- 
cuted Blother, and, if necessary, defend her. 
Echvard then applied to the Pope, \vho threatened to 
eXCOBl111Unicate King Charles if he did not ilnlnediately 
disBliss Isabella and her son fron1 his donÜnions. The 
King of France \vas J11uch alanned at this threat, and did 
not hesitate to act upon it at once, particularly as he \vas 
so displeased \vith his sister that he had not spoken to her 
for a long tÏIne. He s\vore " that \vhoe\"er should speak in 
behalf of his sister, the Queen of England, should forfeit 
his lands and be banished the realnl." 
Isabella had a cousin named Robert d' Artois, \vho \vas 
\vannly attach
d to her. One night he \voke her up to 
infonn her of a conspiracy that he had just discovered to 
deliver her, the prince, the Earl of Kent, her husband's 
brother, and Mortinler O\Ter to King Ed\vard. 
The queen ,vas so alarnled that she did not know \vhich 
,vay to turn. Robert advised her to go to GenTIany, and 
place herself under the protection of \Villiam, Earl of 
Hainault, ,vhose \vife \vas her cousin. This plan struck 
her favorably, and the next night she left Paris \vith Mor- 
tinler, her son, and the Earl of Kent, \vho ahvays sided 
\vith her against his brother, King Ed\vard. 
After SOlne days they got into the country of Cambray, 
and lodged at the house of a poor knight, \vho received the 
party \yith great pleasure, and entertained thenl in the best 
possible lnanner. rrhe Earl of Hainault \vas a good, kind- 
hearted nlan, and felt very sorry \vhen he thought of the 
Queen's being obliged to seek refuge in a foreign country, 
so he sent his young brother, Sir J ohn, \vitl
 a fe\v other 
gentleulen, to pay his respects to Isabella and conduct 
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her to Valenciennes, \vhere he \vas then living \vith his 
family. 
J 
Sir John, being filled \"ith the spirit of.ä true knight- 
errant, burst into tears \vhen he heard Isabella's sad COln- 
plaints froln her o\\'n lips. 
'Lady," he said, "see here 
your knight \vÍìo \vill not fail to die for you, though every 
one else should forsake you; therefore I \vill do everything 
in Iny po\ver to conduct you safely to England \vith your 
son, and to restore you to your rank \vith the assista lce of 
your friends in those parts 
 and I, and all those ".holn I 
can influence, \vill risk our lives on the adventure for your 
sake; and \ve shall have a sufficient armed force, if it 
please God, \vithollt fearing a}.1Y danger froin the IZing of 
France. " 
The queen \yould have thro\\"n herself at his feet, but he 
\vould not allo\\' it, and said, as he caught her in his arn1S : 
" God forbid that the Queen of England should do such a 
thing! l\Iadaln, be of good c0111fort to yourself and C0111- 
pany, for I \"ill keep I11Y pronlÌse, and you shall conle to 
see my brother and the countess, his \vife, and all their 
fine children, ,vho ,viII be rejoiced to see you, for I have 
heard theln say so." 
The queen ans\vered: "Sir, I find in you lTIOre kindness 
and comfort than in all the \yorId besides; and I give you 
fiye hundred thousand thanks for all you have prolnised 
\vith so Inuch courtesy. I and Inv son shall be forever 
J J 
bound unto you, and \\'e ,vill put the kingdoln of England 
under your managelnent, as in justice it ought to be." 
Then Isabella 11lounted her horse, and set off \yith her 
train to follo\v Sir John to Valenciennes. :ßlany of the 
citizens of that to\vn came forth to meet her, and she \vas 
received very graciously by the Earl of Hainault and his 
\vife, \\"ho gaye several feasts in her honor. 
Isabella spent a \\"eek in this hospitable household, 
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during \vhich Sir John's sympathies \vere so aroused in her 
behalf that he obtained his brother's permission to accom- 
pany her to England. In the meantime he had \vritten to 
certain knights in other parts of the country, beseeching 
them to ann in the cause of the distressed Queen of Eng- 
land. The expedition gathered at Dort, ,vhere .the queen 
and her suite met theln. Here they all embarked, but the 
fleet was tossed about by a tempest for several hours, and 
some of the ships ""ere knocked to pieces. At last the 
queen V\ras brought safely to shore near Har\vich, and her 
knights and attendants built her a tent of carpets, and kin- 
dled a great fire of pieces of the wrecked vessels. Then 
all the horses and arms \vere taken from the ships \vhich, 
the \vind being favorable by that tinie, \vere sent around to 
the opposite coast. At daybreak the queen n1arched \vith 
her army to the next to\vn, \vhere she found the houses \vell 
stocked with all sorts of provisions, though the people had 
fled in terror, not knowing ,vhat to expect. 
The advanced guard, Ineantime, marched through the 
country, seizing all the cattle and food they could get hold 
of, and spreading Inisery in every direction. \\Then Isabella 
can1e along the o\vners complained bitterly, but she paid 
theln most liberally for all they had lost. The n10ney thus 
distributed made the qu.een popular, and the people \vere 
anxious to supply her \vith whateyer she desired after that. 
Although the king had forbidden his subjects to n1eet 
Isabella, \vhen she arrived at Harwich a large nUlnber of 
knights, barons, and bishops ,vere assembled to \velcome 
her. Her force nUlnbered t\VO thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-seven soldiers, commanded by Sir John of Hai- 
nault, and Roger Mortilner cOlnmanded the English, \vho 
joined them after they landed. 
So many false stories had been circulated by the queen's 
agents of the persecutions she had endured from her hus- 
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band c nel his barbarous Ininisters, and of the ,vay she had 
been dfiven into a foreign land by plots against her life, 
that sht.. ,vas considered the most injured of ,rives and 
queens. The common people ,vere blinded by excitelnent, 
and flocked to meet her without stopping to inquire ,vhether 
her cause \yere just or not. All the tales of her guilty con- 
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duct that had reached theln froln tilne to tilne they no," 
believed to have been pure inyentions of her enelnies, the 
Despencers. No voice ,vas raised against her though she 
came with her son, the Prince of \Vales, attended by an 
outla\ved traitor and a band of foreigners to raise a reyolt 
against her own husband. It seenlS strange that such a 
,vicked ,varnan should have Inet ,vith such success; but 
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eyery Plantagenet in England ,vas on her side, and sl"le had 
Inany French relations there ,,,ho ahyays had thouf:ht her 
of Jnore ilnportance than the king. 
Instead of taking lneasures to defend hiInseV, Ed,vard 
,vrote pathetic letters to the Pope and to t
.Le King of 
France asking for aid, and issued a proclaIn
tion offering 
;[ 1,000 for the head of the arch traitor, Roger l\IortÏ1ner. 
The queen then offered a re,,,ard of double that sunl for 
the head of thë younger Despencer, and declared that her 
only l1lotive in cOIning hOl1le ,vas to deliyer England frOl1l 
the king's bad advisers. 
When Isabella attended church at Oxford in cOlnpany 
with her son, l\lortiITIer, and all her follo,vers, the Bishop 
of Hereford preached the sern10n and explained the queen's 
motive for taking up arms, concluding ,vith this sentence: 
""Then the head of a kingdoln becolneth sick and diseased, 
it TI1USt be taken off ,vithout useless attel11pts to adlninister 
any other relnedy." It is shocking to think of the váfe and 
son of a nlan so devoted to both, as King Ed\vard certainly 
,vas, listening to such a 111urderous speech \vithout express- 
ing their horror and indignation. But the only effect of it 
,vas to increase the nladness of the populace against the 
unhappy king, ,,,ho, attended by the two Despencers and a 
fe\v other friends, fled to Bristol, intending to seek refuge 
in Ire land. · 
His departure ,vas the signal for a general uprising of 
the Londoners, ,yho ITIobbed the To,ver, and set all the 
prisoners free in the queen's nanle. I'hen Isabella pursued 
her husband \vith her anny, ,yhich had largely increased, 
and laid siege to Bristol. I'he king shut hÎ1nself up ,,,ith 
the younger Despencer in the castle, much grieved to see 
how all his subjects had turned against hiln. The older 
Despencer ,vas seized and brought before Isabella, ,vho 
declared" that she should see that la,,, and j
stice were 
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executed on hill1 according to his deeds." "A\h, 111adam,H 
he replied; "God grant lne an upright judge and a just 
sentence! and that if 1 cannot find it in this ,,,orld, I 111ay 
find it in another." 
The knight '\"as ninety years of age ,,,hen he lnade this 
r
ply, but that ,vas of no consequence to Isabella; she had 
hin1 in her po\\"er at last, and ,,,as detennined to punish 
hinl. He ,vas sentenced, and his execution took place 
\\-ithin sight of his son and the king. \\"ho \vere still shut up 
in the castle. So alanned \yere they at the old 111an's tragic 
fate that they endeayored to escape to \Vales in a little 
boat. After tossing about for sOlne days they ,vere driyen 
back by contrary ,.rinds to ,vithin a nlile of the castle they 
had fled fronl. A knight, obser\'ing the efforts of the boat- 
lllen, ro\\'ed out in his o,vn barge \vith a strong force to see 
,\"hat \vas the 111atter, and soon succeeded in capturing the 
king and his fayorite, both of ,,'hon1 \"ere delivered over to 
the queen as her prisoners. 
No,,, Isabella's eyil nature blazed out and sho\\'ed her 
real character. She started ,,,ith all her ar111Y for London, 
haying caused Sir Hugh Despencer to be bound to the 
sll1allest and 111eanest horse that could be found, and 
dressed in his 111antle of state, on \"hich ,vas ell1broidered 
his coat-of-anns. Thus \yas he led in lnockery through all 
the to,,,ns they passed, his approach being announced by 
trunlpets and cYlnbals. \Yhen they reached Hereford the 
royal party ,,,ere receiyed \vith great rejoicing, and stopped 
there to celebrate the feast of .t\ll Saints. 
The unfortunate Hugh Despencer, ,,,ho had eaten not a 
I110uthful since the nl0111ent of his arrest, no\\" became faint, 
and Isabella feared that he Blight succulnb before reaching 
London. He ,vas, therefore, brought to trial \vithout .,fur- 
ther delay, and 1110st cruelly put to death. 
Several other gentlen1en ,,'ho had in one ,yay or another 
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offended either the queen or her friend, ::\Iortiu1er, ""ere 
executed in the saIne place. 
\Yhen the anny, ,,,hich had been increased to an enor- 
Inous size by yolunteers by the ,vay, arrived in London, 
great cro,vds flocked to ,velcoIl1e theIn, presenting costly 
gifts to Isabella and son1e of her follo,\'ers. 
On the 7th of January parlial11ent n1et and decided to 
reinove their absent sovereign, proclain1ing the Prince of 
\Vales IC.ing of England by the title of Echvard III. \Yhen 
this \vas Inade kno\vn to the queen she pretended to be 
very n1uch distressed, and actually forced herself to shed 
tears, though it \"as precisely ,,,hat she had \,",orked for. 
But she overacted her part, and her counterfeit tears so 
deceived her son that he n1ade a solenln VO\V not to accept 
the cro\vn unless his royal father should \villingly resign it 
to hinl. 
This ,vas a\vk\vard; for ho,y could a con1n1ittee \vait 
upon the king to ask hiIn to abdicate? But young Echvard 
adhered to his resolution, and a dozen cOllllnissioners ,,,ere 
appoin ted by Isabella to demand of the fallen 1110narch his 
cro,vn, sceptre, and the rest of the regalia. 
They proceeded to Kenih\'orth Castle, "There Echvard 
,vas kept as a state prisoner, and in a cruel, heartless ll1an- 
ner pointed out to him the errors he had con1111itted as 
their reason for desiring hiln to resign his cro\vn. Echvard 
listened to the mortifying recital and "Tept bitterly. At 
length he replied, "that he kne,v he ,vas punished for his 
111any sins, and ,vas grieved for having incurred the hatred 
of his people. He \vas glad his eldest son ,vas so gracious 
in their sight, and gave theln thanks for choosing hill1 to 
be their king." Although the poor 1110narch had fainted 
durJng this interview, he failed to arouse the syn1pathy of 
the con1111issioners. 
Ed\vard II. \vas by no n1cans a bad 111 an, for his chief 
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faults ,vere those of judglnent, and at ti111es "rant of dig- 
nity, ,,,hich led him to engage in boyish frolics, and occa- 
sionally to drink to excess. 
, [A.D. 1326.J On the follo\ving ChristInas day, 1326, 
young King Echvard, \"ho ,,,as just fifteen years of age, 
,vas cro\"ned in \Vest111inster Abbey. rrhen t\velve bishops 
and nobles ,,,ere appointed to ad\'ise and assist the youth- 
ful sovereign in affairs of state. The queen offered no 
objection, but as she had the n1ilitary po\,",er in her o\vn 
hands she 111ade Roger :\Iortilner her prime l11Înister, and 
den1anded an enor1110US SUln of Inoney for her o\vn use. 
She sent presents and deceitful 111essages full of affection . 
to her husband, \"ho in return "Tote to request the favor 
of being once 1110re pern1itted to see heT; and his son. But 
Isabella ,,,as never softened to\vards him, though she ,vas, 
to a great extent, the cause of his unfortunate situation. 
She ,vas so thoroughly hard-hearted that, ".hen she heard 
he \vas kindly treated at Kenil \vorth, she had him removed 
from one place to another under the care of t\VO brutal 
fello\ys 'v hose cruelties ,,,ere too horrible to Inention. One 
night, just a year after the queen's return, Ed\vard II. ,vas 
put to death by her order in Berkeley Castle, and buried 
priyately. Then the nation became indignant; 111any of 
Isabella's friends deserted her ,,,hen they found that they 
had been the tools of an artful, alnbitious, depraved 
\'"'0111 an, and a strong party ,vas organized to get rid of her. 
She had cOInInitted Inore crin1es in one year than the late 
king and his Ininisters had done in hventy, though she pre- 
tended to be a refonner. 
She \vas a cruel hypocrite, planning, ,,,ith the slyness of 
a cat, the destruction of each 111eInber of the royal faillily. 
Kro\ving that the Earl of Kent \\ as 1110St l11Ïserable Ofl 
account of the part he had taken in her proceedings. she 
caused s0111ebody to tell hin1 that his brother \\ as not dead, 
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but a prisoner at Corfe Castle. The earl el11ployed a friar 
to inquire ,,,hether this ,vas true. He \vas assured that it 
,\\Tas, and had sho\vn to hil11 at a distance a person seated 
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at a table so disguised as to reselnble the dead king. rrhc 
earl then ,vent to the castle and requested the governor to 
conduct hinl to his brother's apartment. The governor did 
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not deny that Edvvard \vas in the castle, but said that he 
,vas not pern1Ìtted to let anyone see hinl, upon \vhich the 
earl 'v rate a letter to be conveyed to the supposed pris- 
oner. This letter ,vas ilnnlediately carried to the queen, 
,\'ho used it as a pretence for the earl's arrest, and after an 
absurd trial he \vas unjustly condenlned to die. His 
estates passed into the hands of l\lortilner's son. 
By this tillle Roger 110rtÎ1ner had Inade himself so 
offensive \\'ith his haughty display and his cruelty that the 
king had hÎ1n arrested and locked up in the To\ver. A fe\v 
days later he \vas executed ,vith several of his friends, and 
his body hung on the gallo\vs at Tyburn for t\\"o days. 
Having thus rid hÎ111self of his \vorst enemy, Ed\vard III. 
ordered his 1110ther to live at Castle Rising, \vhere, ,vith 
plenty of people to \vait on her, and everything to Inake 
her cOlnfortable, she passed her time quietly, having no 
chance to schelne or plot against the government. 
There she remained for about t\venty-seven years, receiv- 
ing occasional visits froin her son, \vho never pennitted her 
naine to be 111entioned in his presence, excepting \vith great 
respect. 
[A..D. 1358.J She died in 1358, and \vas buried by 
Ed,yard III. \vith much ceremony at Grey Friars' Church, 
her body being attired in the unifonn of that order of 
nuns. 
A fine alabaster tOlnb \vas erected to her Inen10ry, the 
only inscription thereon being: 
"ISABELLA REGI
A." 


. 
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PHILIPPA OF H.A..INAULT, QUEEN OF ED\VARD III. 
(A.D. 1311-1369). 


\"HEN Edward, Prince of \Vales, ,vas, ,vith his Inother, 
cOlnpelled to seek refuge at the house of the Count of 
Hainault (of \vhich \ve have given an account in the story 
of Isabèlla of France), he fell violently in love with the 
count's second daughter, Philippa, and she returned his, 
affection. She \vas only fifteen years of age, and he a fe\v 
1110nths older, but they fonned an attaclunent that lasted 
throughout their lives. Philippa \yas a brilliant Flemish 
beauty, "'hose excellent heart and lovable disposition 
endeared her to all \vho kne\v her. Later, as Queen of 
England, she proved a blessing to that country by the 
\visdon1 and good judgnlent she displayed in encouraging 
manufactures and trade. But before she assullled that 
position she \vas doonled to n1any 1110nths of anxiety and 
uncertainty; for her young lover, after only a fortnight's 
en jOYlnent of her society, departed on the dangerous expe- 
dition of invading his father's kingdo111.. There \vas 
considerable doubt as to \vhether he would ever return, 
because not only ,vere the affairs of his country in such 
a condition that he could not foretell \vhat turn they nlight 
take, but the relatives of both the lovers Inight interpose 
many objections to their union. 
I t was not the custoln in those days for the heir of 
England to ackno\vledge that he had lnade his choice ot a 
wife without first consulting his parlial11ent and councillors, 
214 
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but young Echvarcl il11parted his secret to his Blother, and, 
as she had taken a great fancy to pretty Philippa, she 
pron1Ïsecl to aid hil11 as best she could. Therefore as soon 
, as possible after her return hOlne she led the public authori- 
ties to decide that one of the four daughters of the Count 
of Hainault \yould be the 1110St desirable alliance for her 
. 
son, but \yithout nanÜng ,,"hich one. Ho\vever, \ve may be 
very sure that the young l11aB gave his o\vn private instruc- 
tions to his l11essengers, for they l11ade no l1listake in their 
choice, nor is it likely that he ,vould risk trusting entirely 
to their discretion as to \vhich of the young Hainault 
ladies ,yould prove 1110St ,yorthy to becolne Queen of 
England. 
I'he l11essengers applied first to Sir John, Philippa's 
uncle, ,yho had been in England fighting the cause of the 
ne\v king, and requested his assistance in the selection of 
a \yife for their young sovereign. Sir John received thel11 
,,,ith all the honors he could lavish, and gave them the 
l110st sun1ptuouS feasts and splendid entertainl11ents of all 
sorts. -,\fter several days spent in this nlanner, he con- 
ducted thelll to Valenciennes, ,vhere they ,vere equally ""ell 
received at his brother's house. -'\ special dispensation 
"'as required from the Pope, because the t \\'0 l110thers of 
the loyers "'ere cousins; so 111essengers \vere sent to obtain 
it! \yhich they did \vithout nluch difficulty. 
[.I.\.D. 1327.J 
\s soon as Ed\varcl heard that all neces- 
sary arrangements had been cOl11pleted, he ordered the 
111arriage cerel110ny to be perfofl11ed at \T alenciennes, 
though as he ,,,as engaged in a ,var on the Scottish border 
,,,ith the reno\vned Robert Bruce, he could not be present. 
In the absence of the bridegrool11, the \vedding must have 
been rather a tal11e affair, but there ,vas no help for it, alld 
preparations ,,"ere 111acle for a grand display. The costlll11e 
and equipage of the bride \vere unusually costly and elegant, 



218 


The Queens of England. 


no expense or pains being spared to render the restival 
worthy of the \vealthy country in \vhich it ,vas given. 
After\vards Philippa, accon1paniecl by her Uncle John 
and a large retinue, proceeded to Dover, and then to 
London, \vhere a solenul procession of the clergy introduced 
her into the city, and she \vas presented by the lord mayor 
\vith a service of sil \'er \\"orth three hundred pounds as a 
marriage gift. The city \vas ilhuninated, and there were 
great rejoicings, feasts and public entertainn1ents of all 
sorts, that \vere kept up for three \veeks after the bride's 
arri val. 
She did not stay long in London, ho\vever, but hurried 
on to York to lneet her husband, being received ,vith 
honors at every to\vn through \vhich she passed. r\ll the 
parlialnent and royal council assembled at the union of the 
young king and his bride, as ,veIl as a hundred of the 
principal nobility of Scotland, \vho caIne to conclude a 
final peace \vith England. 
Nothing is said about the bride's lnarriage do,"ry, because 
the queen-1110ther had already got possession of it and 
spent it. She had besides so lnanaged to get hold of the 
public funds that the young soyereign of England \vas 
nearl y penniless. T'he follo,ving Slunmer was passed by 
the ne\v couple at \tv oodstock, the beautiful country residence 
\vhich \vas the favorite hOlne of Philippa so long as Isabella, 
the queen-1110ther, and MortÌ1ner ruled the kingdo111. 
Sir John of Hainault returned to his native land laden \\'ith 
je\vels and rich presents, ahnost all of his countrYlnen aCC0I11- 
panying hin1. Among the few \vho relnained behind ,vas a 
youth nalned Sir \Valter l\laullY, whose office \vas to carve 
for Philippa. He becalne one of the first Knights of the 
Garter, an order established by Echvard III., of \vhich \ye 
shall hear later. 
[A. D. 1330.J The coronation of the young queen did 
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not take place for nearly t\\"O years after her 111arriage. 
All the cllstomary duties \yere perfonned on that occasion, 
but the cere1110ny \yas relnarkable for the absence of dis- 
play on account of the emptiness of the treasury. 
The queen-u10ther, \yith her favorite, 
Iortilner, had used 
up all the public funds for their o\\'n support, but young 
Ed\\'ard \yas not going to stand such a state of affairs 111uch 
. 
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longer, and before the close of the vear he had liberated 
himself frolll his \vicked 1110ther's control and executed her 
favorite. 
\Vith the reins of governlllent in his o\vn hands" the 
young king, aided by his good and sensible \vife, set to 
\vork to refonn the abuses of his lllother's reign and to 
establish 1110st excellent and satisfactory la".s. 
Ed\vard had a very violent telnper, \vhich \YQuld have led 
him to COllllllit 111an)' an act of crl:elty and injustice had it- 
not been for the influence of his kind-hearted, virtuous 
\vife. 
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[A.D. 133o.J Her eldest son, Ed\\rard, surnamed the 
Black Prince on account of the color of the arnlor he ,vore 
in battle, \vas born \\'hile she \vas living at \Voodstock, and 
in celebration of that eyent a grand tournalnent "'as 
arranged to take place in London. Philippa, \vith all the 
noble ladies, \vas invited to attend. 'fhe preparations 
\vere en a lnuch grander scale than usual, thirteen knights 
being engaged on either side. The arena \vas covered 
\vith sand to prevent the horses' feet fronl slipping; flags 
and banners were ingeniously arranged as decorations, and 
a teln porary platfornl ,vas erected and ornalnented for the 
accolnn10dation of the queen and her ladies. No sooner 
were they all seated than the scåffolding gave \yay, and 
they tUlnbled pell-IneH to the ground. Fortunately the 
platforIn \vas not high, and nobody ,vas hurt, but the ladies 
\vere terribly frightened, an?, for a few nloments, the con- 
fusion and excitement \vere very great. 
The king fle\v into a perfect fury and vo\ved that the 
careless carpenters should instantly be put to death. This 
\vas rather a severe sentence, particularly as the danlage 
\vas slight, and so Philippa considered it, for scarcely had 
she recovered froln her fright than she thre\v herself on her 
knees before her angry husband, and pleaded \vith angelic 
s\veetness for the pardon of the poor lnen. Edward soon 
became cahn under the influence of her gentle voice and 
\vords, and forgave the offenders. 
Up to this tilne all the \vool gro\vn in England had been 
sent to the Netherlands to be Inanufactured into cloth, and 
Philippa relnembered \vhat a source of profit and occupa- 
tion it had been for her o\vn country. She therefore set to 
work to establish a manufacturing colony at Norwich, and a 
letter was sent to John Kelnp of Flanders, cloth-weaver, 
in \vhich he is infonned, "that if he \vill come 
o England 
with the servants and apprentices of his lnystery, and with 
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his goods and chattels, and \vith any dyers ".ho may be ,vill- 
ing to accolnpany him beyond the seas, and exe:cise their 
Inysteries in the kingdoln of England, they shall have letters 
'of protection and assistance in their settlement." 
[A.D. 1335.J He caine, and ,vas the patriarch of the 
Norwich \voollen Inanufactories. Philippa often visited the 
colony, ,,,hich soon brought considerable ,vealth into the 
country, encouraging the ,york by her patronage, and, like 
a beneficent queen of the hive cherishing and protecting 
the ,vorking bees, she made a la \v that no ,,",oollen clothes 
should be \vorn except those 111ade in England. Besides 
the occupation \vhich she thus provided for hundreds of her 
subjects, this young queen displayed unusual foresight for 
a ',",onlan of her age in the tournalnent exhibitions she held 
at N or\vich, by \vhich she gave the citizens assurance of 
gallant protection on the part of the nobility in case of 
need. These festivities brought together the \vorkers and 
the defenders of the nation, and Queen Philippa set thenl 
the example of 111utual respect. Ed\vard III. did not often 
accompany his ,vife on her visits to N or\yich, but usually 
passed the tilne of her absence ,vith his unhappy Inother 
at Castle Rising. 
In 1333 Ed\vard again cOlnmenced a furious ,var on Scot- 
land. His faithful Philippa ,yent ,,,ith hi111 as far as she 
could, and while he laid siege to Ber,vick took up her resi- 
dence at Balnborough Castle. It ,vas during this siege 
that the king cOlnJnitted a deed so atrocious that it n1ust 
forever be a dark stain upon his character. Douglas, the 
defender of Scotland, left King Ed\vard before Ber\vick 
and made a forced march to the castle that contained Queen 
Philippa, hoping to frighten the king and to force hinl to 
fly to her assistance. But he ,vas nlistaken, for Ed\\.ard 
had too Jnuch cónfidence in the strength of the castle and 
the firmness of his \yife to budge. It is probable though 
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, that this attelnpt to capture Philippa aggravated his fero- 
cious telnper and prolnpted hin1 to the cruel deed to' \yhich 
\\-e have referred. The t\VO young Seatons, sons of the 
Governor of Berwick, had been taken as prisoners, and the 
king had then1 put to death because the father refused to 
surrender the to,vn. His object ,vas to take Ber\vick by a 
desperate blo,v and fly to the relief of his queen, and .he 
succeeded, for the poor grief-stricken father of the Seatons 
\yas so perfectly stunned by the infamous Inurder of his 
boys, that he could offer no further resistance. Douglas 
and Ed,vard fought not far fron1 Ber,vick, ,,'here the fonner 
\vas killed and the king entered the to,vn in triulnph \vith 
Philippa at his side. 
D,uring the queen's residence in the north of England 
quite an alnusing circun1stance occurred. King Ed,vard 
had returned fron1 Scotland, and his \vife, \vho had been 
separated fron1 hiIn for a long tilne, \vent as far as Dur- 
hal11 to \VelCOl11e hil11 back. He lodged at St. Cuthbert's 
Priory near the castle. After supper the queen entered 
her husband's apartlnents, ,,,here, fe
ling fatigued fron1 her 
journey, she hoped to have a good night's rest. Scarcely 
had she undressed than there can1e a loud knocking at her 
door. Upon opening it several 1110nks presented thelllseives 
\vith a pathetic appeal to her not to offend their holy pa- 
tron S1. Cuthbert, ,,,ho during his life avoided the fair sex 
and \vould be dreadfully angry if one of them, no matter 
ho\v high her rank, should sleep beneath the roof of his 
convent. .The pious Philippa ,vas distressed at the idea 
of having unintentionally displeased the saint, and fled in 
her night-clothes to the castle, ,,'hich ,vas fortunately not far 
a \,'ay. 
[..\..D. 1336.J About this tillle Count \Villial11 of Hai- 
nault died of gout, and Ed,vard thus lost the liberal supplies 
that he had ahvays counted on from that source. The Eng- 
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lish people of that period chose always to be at 'war; but 
expected their n10narchs to pay the costs. Ed\vard \vas 
reduced to such extren1e poyerty that he \yas forced to pledge 
'his \vife's cro,yn for t\venty-fiye hundred pounds, at the 
beginning of his long \var, and during his \vhole reign the 
crO'Yl1 jewels ,vere seldon1 out of pa\\ï1. He had been 
engaged in a naval battle ,yith France since his victories in 
Scotland, and in 1340 found hÏ111self bankrupt. By that 
tÏ1ne Philippa had several children, and \vas residing in the 
T'o\ver, ,vhere she devoted herself to their education ,vith 
her usual good sense. 
N o,v \ye l11ust see ho\v Ed\vard ,vas led to establish the 
Order of the Garter. \\7 ark Castle ,vas under the guardian- 
ship of the Earl of Salisbury, \\'ho, \vhile I<'ing Ed\yard \vas 
encau1ped near Ber\vick, \yas taken prisoner. The Countess 
of Salisbury \vas then left alone at the castle ,,,ith her young 
nephe\\', and it \"as besieged by the King of Scotland. 
Becon1Îng alanned at the approach of danger she sent the 
youth to seek assistance of Ed\vard \\"ho ilTIlnediately replied 
in person. At his appearance the siege "'as raised, and the 
countess, to proye her gratitude, ordered the gates to be 
thro\yn open, and recei\"ed the king \vith great honors. She 
courtesied lo\\', thanked her preseryer \yarn1ly for his pron1pt 
aid, and conducted hin1 into the castle, ,,,here he and all 
his knights and attendants \"ere entertained sUlnptuously. 
Everybody \yas struck ,vith the countess' noble deportlnent 
and affable beha\Tior, and the king \yas channed \vith her 
grace and beauty. 
\Vhile he ,vas dancing ,vith her after the banquet she gaye 
in his honor she unfortunately dropped her garter, and \vas 
o\"erCOlne \vith confusion, but Ecl\vard \vith his usual 
gallantry picked it up ancl
 holding it aloft, said: "HOlli 
soit qui 1Jlal)J þeJlse," "e\-il to hin1 \\'ho eyil thinks." In 
cOffilnelnoration of this event, and out of c0111pliment to the 
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countess, he established an order called the Knights of the 
Garter. The queen attended the first 111eeting of this order 
at 'Vindsor 1 on "which occasion all the knights \vere aCCOl1l- 
panied by their ladies, \vho \vore the badge \"ith the Blotto 
the king had proposed as a brac
let on their ] eft arm. The 
object of this order of knighthood \vas to assist distre::;sed 
ladies, and after it \vas \vell established the king announced 
his intention of going to the aid of the Countess de 
Montfort, \vho \vas trying to uphold the cause of her infant 
son against the \vhole po\\'er of France, \vhile her husband 
\vas a prisoner in the to\ver of the Louvre. He appointed 
Philippa regent, \vith the Earl of I(ent as her assistant, and 
departed for France \vith his son Ed\vard, then only sixteen 
years of age. At the battle of Cressy, \yhich had occurred 
during the siege of Calais, this boy proved hilnself a true 
hero. 
During the king's absence, David of Scotland advanc
d 
into England and set fire to the suburbs of York. Philippa 
hastened in person to the relief of her northern subjects, 
and took up her residence at N e\vcastle. On the follo\ving 
day the King of Scots, \vith forty thousand Inen, halted 
\vithin three Iniles of the to\vn, and sent \\'ord to the 
queen that if her 111en \vere \villing he would \vait and give 
thel11 battle. She replied: "that her barons \vould risk 
their liyes for the reahn of their lord
 the king." 
\Vhen her arl11Y drew up in order of battle she rode 
ainong theill nlounted on her \vhite charger, entreating the 
lnen "to fight Illanfully for the loye of God." They 
promised to do the utn10st in their po\\"er, and the queen 
\vithdrew after COlll1nending thenl "to the protection of 
God and St. George." 
Philippa had the l1loral courage becon1Ïng in a \VOl1lan, 
and as soon as she had done all that a great queen could 
do for the encouragenlent of her anny, she left the battle- 
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field, \vhich \vas no place for her, and retired to pray for 
her invaded kingdonl. 
Her anny gained the victory, and King David \vas 
taken prisoner by a squire nanled John Copeland, \"ho rode 
off \vith hiln and refused to give hinl up. This displeased 
Philippa, \vho the next day \vrote to the squire cOl1unanding 
hitn to surrender the King of Scots to her forth\vith. He 
replied, "that he \vould not give up his royal prisoner to 
a \VOInal1 but only to his o\vn lord, King Ed\vard, for to hinl 
he had s\\"orn allegiance and not to any \VGInan." 
rrhe queen \vas troubled at this obstinacy, and \vrote all 
about it to the king, \vho ordered John Copeland to conle 
to hÌ1n 
t Calais inll1lediately. \Vhen Echyard sa\v the 
squire he took hinl by the hand, saying: "Ha! \VelCOlne 
Iny squire, \vho by thy valor hast captured Inine adversary, 
the King of Scots." 
John Copeland fell on one knee and replied: "If God 
out of his great goodness has given Ine the King of Scotland, 
and pern1Ìtted 11le to conquer hiIn in anns, no one ought 
to be jealous of it, for God can, if He please, send His 
grace to a poor squire as \vell as to a great lord. Sire, do 
not take it alniss if I did not surrender King David to the 
orders of I11Y lady queen, for I hold I11Y lands of )'Olt and 
not of her, andlny oath is to you and not her, unless indeed 
through choice." 
The king than ked hin1 \vannly for his valor, and ordered 
hiln to go hOlne and hand his prisoner
 the King of Scotland, 
over to Philippa, adding, "and I assign lands as near your 
house as you can choose thenl to the alnount of fiye 
hundred pounds a year for you and your heirs." The squire 
obeyed, and the excuses he Inade \vere so acceptable to the 
queen that she bore hin1 no ill-\vill. She ordered Kinb 
David to be conducted in grand procession through the 
streets 1110unted on a tall black \yar-horse, so that everyone 
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n1Ïght kno\v hiln and recognize hiIn in case he attelnpted to 
escape,_ and then to be locked up in the To\ver of London. 
Next day, accolnpaniecl by a large nlunber of her ladies, she 
sailed for Calais, \"here Ed\vard gave a magnificent fête to 
,velcome his victorious queen. 
Meantilne the defenders of Calais \vere so n1uch reduced 
by falnine that they offered to surrender. At first Ed\vard 
resolved to kill theln everyone, but in con1pliance ,vith the 
request of Sir \Valter Mauny, one of the Knights of the Gar- 
ter, ,vho begged hiIn to be merciful, he softened son1e\vhat, 
and sent this Inessage: "Tell the Goyernor of Calais that 
the garrison and inhabitants shall be pardoned excepting six 
of the principal citizens, \vho lnust surrender thelnselves to 
death vvith ropes round their necks, bareheaded and bare- 
footed, bringing the keys of the to\vn and castle in their 
hands.' , 
Sir Walter carried the cruel verdict to the governor. 
He \vept bitterly; he ,vas compelled, ho\vever, to break the 
dreadful ne\vs to the inhabitants, \"ho at the loud peals of 
the alarn1-bell asselnbled in the to\vn-hall. When they 
heard the king's n1essage, they broke into loud lalnentations 
of grief and despair. The hardest heart could not have 
failed to be touched by such a scene. l\1en stared at each 
other, scarcely kno\ving ,vhat to say or do. After a pause, 
Eustace 81. Pierre, the Inost wealthy citizen of Calais, arose 
and offered hilnself as one of the six to make the horrible 
sacrifice for his fellovv-to\vnslnen. Five, others follo,ved 
this noble exan1ple an1id the blessings and thanks of the 
asselnbly, and the nUlnber \vas cOlnpleted. Mounted on a 
horse, the governor slowly and solelnnly conducted theln 
to the barriers, ,vhere Sir Walter 
Iauny a\vaited then1, and 
said: "I deliver up to you, as Governor of Calais, these six 
citizens, and s\vear to you they are the 1nost \yealthy and 
respectable n1en of the to\vn. I beg of you, gentle sir, that 
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you \vould beseech the king that they may not be put to 
death. " 
"I cannot ans\ver \vhat the king \vill do \vith them," 
replied Sir \Valter; "but you may depend upon -this, that 
I \vill do all I can to save theIn." 
All the English nobles \vept at the sight of these six gen- 
tlemen as they knelt before the king and begged for com- 
passion, but Ed\vard eyed them angrily and ordered their 
heads to be struck off forth,vith. S01Tle of the knights 
entreated the king to be more merciful, but he \"ould not 
listen to them, and sternly repeated his order. 
At that lTI0111ent Philippa appeared. Falling on her knees 
at her husband's feet, she looked up into his face \"ith tears 
in her eyes, and said: "Ah, gentle sir, since I crossed 
the sea \vith great peril to see you I have never asked you 
one favor; now I n10st hun1bly ask as a gift, for the sake 
of the son of the blessed l\lary, and as a proof of your love 
to me, the lives of these six men." 
King Ed\vard looked at her for some time in silence, then 
replied: "Ah, lady, I \vish you had been any\yhere else 
than here; you have entreated in such a manner I cannot 
refuse you. I therefore give theln to you - do as you please 
\vith theIn." 
Philippa then conducted the poor men to hel o\vn apart- 
n1ents, \"here their halters \"ere removed from their necks 
and thev,vere served \vith an excellent dinner. After\yards 
.I 
she sa,,' that they \vere conducted out of the camp in 
safety. The king entered Calais and took possession of 
the castle, ,vhere proper lodgings had been prepared for him- 
self and his queen. 
[A.D. 134 8 .J After their return to England, in 1348, an 
a\vful epidemic, called the "black death," visited the king- 
dom and carried off the king and queen's second daughter, 
Johanna, a princess only fifteen years old, but blessed with 
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so many charms that a nUlnber of minstrels had chosen her 
for the subject of their verses. \Vhat lnade the event lnore 
than ordinarily sad ,vas, that she ,vas engaged to be married, 
and her funeral procession occurred at the very tilne that 
had been fixed for the wedding cerelnony. This ,vas a 
great sorro\v to the royal couple. So dreadful ,vas the pes- 
tilence that every household in London ,vas afflicted by it, 
and in some families all the lnelnbers died. 
Before this horrible visitation Philippa had turned her 
attention to the \vorking of the coal n1ines in England, \vhich, 
like the cloth l1lanufacture, proved an industry of immense 
profit to the nation, besides enriching n1any private individ- 
uals. 'Vherever this great queen turned her patronage, 
prosperity ,vas sure to follow, and her subjects loved and 
trusted her. 
[A.D. 1357.J In 1357 the English gained a grand vic- 
tory at Poictiers, and the Black Prince returned \vith ll1any 
prisoners. An10ng theln ,vas one Bertrand Du Guesclin. 
One day ,vhen Queen Philippa \vas entertaining at her 
court a number of the noble French prisoners, the Prince 
of Wales proposed that Du Guesclin should name his o\vn 
ranSOln, adding that \vhatever sum he nlentioned should set 
him free. The ,varrior named a hundred thousand cro\vns. 
The Prince of \\r ales ,vas astonished at such a sunl, and 
asked ho,v he could raise it. " I kno\va hundred knights," 
replied Du Guesclin, "in IllY native Bretagne, \vho ,,,ould 
l110rtgage their last acre rather than have me languish in 
captivity or be rated below my value. Yea, and there is 
not a woman in France no\\' toiling \\rith her distaff \vho 
\vould not devote a year's earnings to liberate nle, for ,veIl 
have I deserved of their sex. And if all the fair spinners 
of France employ their hands to redeeln Ine, think you, 
prince, that I shall abide much longer \\'ith you? " 
Queen Philippa, ,vho had listened to this conversation 
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\vith great attention, now spoke: "I name," she said, "fifty 
thousand cro\Yns, my son, as my contribution to\vards your 
gallant prisoner's ranSOln; for though an enelny to my hus- 
band, a knight \vho is falned for the courteous protection 
he has afforded to n1)'" sex deserves the assistance of every 
\YOInan." Du Guesclin thre\v hilllself at the feet of the 
generous queen, saying: " .Ah, lady, being the ugliest knight. 
in France, I never reckoned on any goodness from your sex 
excepting those \yholn I protected \yith my s\yord, but your 
bounty \yill n1ake me think less despicably of myself." 
Philippa, like all great \yomen, honored those men \"ho paid 
most reverence to her o\vn sex. 
After a lingering illness, she sent for the king one day 
\yhen she kne,v that death ,vas approaching. Taking his 
hand in her o\vn, she asked him to grant her three requests. 
He promised in ad,rance \vith tears rolling do\vn his cheeks. 
" 1\1y lord," she said, " I beg you ,,,ill fulfil \yhatever engage- 
ments I have 111ade \yith the lnerchants for their \\'ares, as 
well on this as on the other side of the sea; I beseech you 
to fulfil ,vhatever gifts or legacies I have made or left to 
churches and to all Iny seryants, \yhether male or female; 
and \vhen it shall please God to call upon you hence, you 
,vin choose no other sepulchre than mine, and that you \yill 
lie by my side in the cloisters of "Testlninster Abbey." 
The king replied: ., Lady, all this shall be done." 
[A.D. 1369.J Shortly after she died, and \yith her life 
departed the happiness, good fortune and eyen respectability 
of Ed\vard III. and his family. \Vhere Philippa had once 
proITIoted virtue, justice and ,visdom, scenes of folly, stl ife 
and sorro\v no\v follo\ved at court. One of the chroniclers 
of the time says: "I firmly believe that her spirit \vas 
caught by holy angels and carried to the glory of Heaven, 
for she had never done anything by thought or deed to 
endanger her soul." 



CHAPTER XIV. 


ANNE OF BOHEl\lIA, SURNAl\IED THE GOOD, FIRS'f 
QYEEN OF RICl-lARD II. (A.D. 1367-1394.) 


'THE lnarriage of King Richard II. \vith Anne of Bohen1ia 
gave general satisfaction in England, and proved a happy 
one in every respect. At the coronation, \vhich follovved a 
fe\v days after, the young bride received the title of "the 
good Queen Anne." It pained her to see the distress of 
the unhappy peasantry caused by the bloodshed and bar- 
barous executions that had been the result of \Vat Tyler's 
insurrection. She compared their n1iserable lot with her 
o\vn bright and joyous one, and was thus prompted to ask 
a great favor of the king. Having first convinced herself 
that she ,,'ould not be refused, she demanded a general 
pardon for alllnalefactors. Her mediation came in time 
to save the life of lnany an unfortunate creature, and sent 
a thrill of happiness through scores of afflicted households. 
No wonder then that she was caned "good Queen Anne," 
but \vhat \vas better still, she never forfeited the title. 
Queen Anne \vas not a beauty, but at the age of sixteen, 
\vhen she became King Richard's \vife, she was a bloolning, 
healthy girl, with a clear, fresh cOlnplexion and bright eyes. 
She had a high, narro\v forehead, long upper lip and fat 
cheeks, but the remarkable head-dress she wore neutralized 
these defects some\vhat. It was a cap two feet high and 
equally wide, scooped out at the top so as to leave two 
high points resembling horns. This structure was made 
of wire and pasteboard, covered with a silky gauze. Though 
234 
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hideous]y ugly and excessively uncolnfortable, it \vas 
universally adopted by the English ladies in cOlnpliInent to 
the queen, \vhose taste Inust have been SOlTIe,vhat defective 
if she \vas responsible for the device or crest she used, and 
required all her knights to \year at tournaments. It 
consisted of an ostrich, that lTIOSt ungraceful of birds, 
\vith a bit of iron in his n10uth. But Queen Anne intro- 
duced two articles into England that \yere no doubt grate- 
fully received; one ,vas the ordinary pin \vhich \ye of the 
present day consider indispensable; the other \vas the 
side-saddle, not such as \ve are accustol11ed to, but a bench 
\vith a step suspended on \yhich the rider's t\yO feet \"ere 
placed. This 1l10de of riding n1ay have been comfortable, 
but the horse had to be led by a grooln because it \\'as 
impossible for a lady to handle the reins herself. 
[A.D. 1384.J At a festival of the Order of the Garter, 
in 1384, Queen Anne \vore a robe of violet cloth lined \yith 
fur, \vith a hood of the saIne lnaterial faced \vith red. All 
her ladies \yere similarly attired. The king, \\'ho \vas quite 
a dandy, ,vore on that occasion, a coat e111broidered in 
precious stones that cost thirty thousand 111 arks. In this 
reign the shoes had long-pointed toes of an absurd length 
fastened to the knees \\'ith gold or silver chains, that 111USt 
haye been quite an annoyance to the \yearer. But Richard 
II. \vas very luxurious in his tastes and so fond of spending 
1110ney, that extravagant costumes \vere invented to please 
hiln, regardless of taste or convenience. 
Anne of Bohen1ia did not spend all her tilne in frivolous 
alnuselnents, for she - read the Scriptures in her native 
tongue, and n1ay be considered one of the 1110thers of the 
Refonnation. It is possible that she 111ay have been 
influenced by her 1110ther-in-la,v, Joanna, the Princess of 
Wales, ,,'hOlTI she loyed very much, but certain it is that \"hen 
John \Vickliffe ,vas in danger of his life, at the council of 
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Lalnbeth, in 1382, both these royal ladies ilnplored King 
Richard to aid in saving that reformer's life. 
A ,ys.;- in Scotland called the king from home \vhen he 
bad b
en married a little over a year, and while he ,vas 
a\vay, his half-brother, John Holland, nlurdered Lord 
Stafford. The cause of this dreadful crilne ,vas jealousy. 
Stafford ,yas a soldier of such high and noble character 
that he ,,,as a great favorite ,vith the \vhole English anny, and 
so chivalrous that the queen called him" her knight." It 
,vas \vhen on his ,vay \vith lnessages froln the king to .A.nne 
that the encounter, ,vhich resulted in the death of the 
honored earl, took place. John Holland had noticed him, 
for Inany n10nths, \yith increasing envy, vvhich led hiln, at 
last, to slay one Vvho had not given the slightest provocation 
for a quarrel. l'he father of Stafford ,vas so distressed at 
the atrocious Inurder of his dearly-beloved son, that King 
Richard, prolnpted by the old lnan's delnand for justice, 
vo,ved !lis brother's life should pay the forfeit of his deed. 
Mean\vhile Holland had fled to the shrine of St. John of 
Beverly, and kept out of the vvay until the king returned 
from Scotland. Then. Joanna, Princess of vVales, Blother 
of Richard and John Holland, pleaded, \vith tears and 
lalllentations, to one son for the life of another. Before 
it \vas granted, she died, and the king, unable to refuse her 
last request, pardoned the criminal, who started, at once, 
on an atoning pilgriInage to Syria. 
The queen ,vas called upon to act as mediator again in 
1387, after the defeat of the royal troops by the Duke of 
Gloucester and young Henry of Bolingbroke. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ,vas then sent to the king to propose 
a treaty of peace, but ,vas absolutely refused adnlittance to 
his lna je
ty's presence until the queen persuaded her 
husband to yield. After the inter,'ie\v the royal household 
relnoved frOln I-
risto), ,,'here it had been established for 
several months, to London. 
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Parliament opened immediately, and the Duke of Glou- 
cester, \vith his adherents, established a reign of terror that 
Inade fidelity to the king and queen an offence. Several 
Inel11bers of Queen Anne's household \vere selected as vic- 
til11S, principally because they favored the cause of the Ref- 
onnation and read the \vorks of \Vickliffe and Lollard. 
The queen spared no pains in trying to saye her friends, 
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HOCSES O
 OLD LOXDO:\ BRIDGE. 


and actually \\'ent on her knees to plead for the life of John 
Calverly, one of her esquires, but to no avail. That par- 
lialnent \vas called "the lnerciless," and lnerited the title. 
The succeeding t\VO years \\'ere passed by the royal couple 
at Shene, a favorite SUlnlner residence because of the beauty 
of the surrounding landscape. 
[A.D. 1389.J At the 11leeting of parliament in 13 8 9 Rich- 
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ard asked them, "ho\v old he \vas." "T\venty-t\vo," was 
the reply, \vhereupon he declared that his ancestors had 
been considered of age Inuch earlier, and it \vas therefore 
his intention to subn1Ït to control no longer. A sort of re- 
coronation then took place at St. Stephen's Chapel, \vhen the 
nobility rene\\Ted their oaths to the young sovereign, \vho 
thenceforth governed the kingdoln hÏ1nself. 
A splendid tournalnent \vas helel in honor of this event, 
over \v hich Queen .L\.nne presided. Sixty of her ] adies, 
Inounted on fine horses, each led by a knight, rode, to the 
sound of the trulnpets, and attended by a train of 111instrels, 
through the street..s of London. \Vhen they arf'ived at the 
tilting-grounds at Snlithfield, they passed before the queen, 
"T:b,o \vas already seated on a richly decorated stand, then 
placed thenlselves on either side of her. The prizes con- 
sisted of a richly je\velled clasp and a gold crovvn, \vhich 
the queen presented to the victors vvith her o\vn hands. 
At the close of the nlatch, a fine banquet \vas served, suc- 
ceeded by dancing, \vhich was kept up until a late hour in 
the night. 
[A.D. 1392.J In 1392 King Richard applied to the cit- 
izens of London for a loan of a thousand pounds. It \vas 
refused, but a \vealthy Italian caIne for\vard and offered 
t:Q.e \vhole of the sunl, \,"hereupon a mob set upon the unfor- 
tunate money-lender and tore hiin to pieces. Such a for- 
Inidable riot \vas the result of this outrage that Richard 
took a\vay the city charter and renloved the law courts to 
York. This \vas a dilemlna that had not been counted on, 
and occasioned so lnuch distress and disturbance that 
Queen Anne \vas again called upon to act as ll1ediator. 
This time she merely persuaded her husband to nlake a pub- 
lic passage through London \vith her, trusting to the citizens 
to do their part, \vhich she \vollld follow up \vith her request 
at the proper mOlnent. 
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The king, \vith his escort, appeared first in the processivn, 
then follo\ved the queen and her ladies. .She wore her 
crO\Yl1, a robe of rich velvet, and a large collar of precious 
stones that blazed in the sunlight as she moved along. The 
procession halted at South\yark bridge, \vhere it was "Tel- 
cOIned by the lord-Inayor and other authorities, follo\ved by 
representatives of every branch of trade carrying various 
devices. There the king \vas presented \vith a pair of sno\v- 
white horses, covered \vith trappings of gold cloth to \vhich 
silver bells \vere attached. The queen received a beautiful 
\vhite palfrey, and after listening to a long speech by the 
lord mayor, the procession moved on. All the streets 
through \vhich they passed were hung with flags, banners 
.and rich tapestry, the public fountains flo\ved \vith \vine. 
At different points bands of music and singers \vere stationed, 
the latter stre\ving the path \vith fresh flowers as the royal 
couple approached. SOlne rare and valuable gifts were 
presented, alnong \vhich \vas a tablet set in je\vels with the 
crucifixion engra\yed thereon. The king took it in his 
hand and said: "Peace be to this city!" Another \vas 
handed to the queen bearing a request that she would not 
fail to plead for the king's pardon. She cast her eyes over 
it and said, \vith a confident air, "leave all to me." 
On arriving at Westminster Palace, the king entered first, 
and proceeding to the great hall, Inounted the throne, sceptre 
in hand, and a\vaited the arrival of the queen and the rest 
of the procession. After all had asselnbled, her majesty 
knelt at the feet of her royal spouse and in a firm, clear 
voice made an hlllnble and loving appeal that the charters 
anà liberties of his penitent subjects might be restored. 
" Be satisfied, dearest \vife," ans\yered Richard, taking 
her hand and raising her from her lo\vly position, "loth 
should we be to deny thee any reasonable request. J\Iean- 
time ascend, and sit beside me on my throne, while I speak 
a fe\v ,vords to Iny people." 
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His majesty then addressed the lord-n1ayor, thanked him 
, 
for the exhibition of loyalty that had been made that day, as 
\vell as for the costly presents lnade to hilnself and his \vife, 
bade hiln keep the pe
ce of the city, and handed hiIn back 
the key and s\\'ord of his office. This reco
lciliation cost 
the city ten tilnes as n1uch as the loan their sovereign had 
required. King Richard ,vas preparing for a calnpaign in 
Ireland in the June of 1394 ,vhen his beloved \vife ,vas taken 
fron1 hiIn. She died at Shene, and in the bitterness of his 
grief, unable to bear the sight of the palace in \vhich he had 
spent so many happy hours ,yith his late cOlnpanion, Rich- 
ard had it destroyed. 
The body of Anne of Bohemia \vas carried in grand pro- 
cession to London and buried at \Vestn1inster. 
King Richard \vent to Ireland shortly after, and fre- 
quently in the council-chalnber of Dublin \vhen anything 
recalled his" good Queen Anne" to his thoughts he sud- 
denly would burst into tears and leave the room. 


BEARDS. 



CHAPTER XV. 


IS.L\BELLA OF VALOIS, SURNA
IED THE LITTLE 
QUEEN, SECOND \VIFE OF RICHAR:q II. CA. D. 
13 8 7- 1 4 10 .) 


IT seems strange that \"hen Richard II. reached the age 
of thirty he should have had a fancy to share his throne 
,,'ith a child of nine, yet that ,vas the age of Isabella of 
Valois \vhen he married her. 
She \vas the eldest daughter of Charles VI. of France 
and the \vicked Isabeau of Bayaria 
 but fortunately she 
inherited nothing froln her mother but her beautiful dark 
eyes and clear olive complexion; her goodness and lovely 
character she got from her father. 
\Yhen Richard vvas told that Isabella ,vas too young for 
him, he replied: "that every day \voulcl relnedy the defi.. 
ciency of age, and her youth \vas one of his reasons for 
preferring her, because he should educate her to his o\vn 
mind, to the lnanners and customs of the English; and 
that, as for hilllself, he ,vas young enough to \vait for her." 
[...\. D. 1396.J \'.hen the English alnbassadors \vaited on 
I "abella to solicit her hand for Richard, one of theln 
dropped upon his knees and said: "l\Iadaln, if it please 
God, you shall be our lady and queen." \'Tithout any 
prompting, the little lnaid replied; "Sir, if it please God 
and my lord and father that I be Queen of England, I 
shall be pleased thereat, for I have been told I shall then 
be a great lady." 
Her appearance and manners \vere very pleasing, and 
243 
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fronl the tiIne ,vhen it ,vas proposed that she should lnarry 
Richard, she began to practise ho\v to behave as queen, 
. though she could not prepare herself for the sad experience 
that a\yaited her in that exalted position. . 
King Richard \vent to Paris, attended by a retinue of 
the first nobJelnen of his reahn, to clailn his little \vife. .A.t 
a nlagnificent dinner given by the King of France, the last 
of a series of ,entertainlnents that had been held in honor 
of his royal guest, Isabella \vas presented to her future 
lord. Then, attended by her parents and the \vhole court, 
she \vas conveyed in a rich litter to Calais, \,"here the 
Inarriage cerenlony ,vas perfonned by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. "The little queen," as Isabella \vas called 
fronl that tÏ1ne, nlade a public entry into London a fe\v 
days later, \vhen many rich and beautiful gifts \vere pre- 
sented to her. 
The brid
's Inarriage portion consisted of 800,000 francs 
in gold. Her trousseau ,vas nlagnificent; among the 
gannents \vas a robe and InantIe suèh as had never been 
seen in England for costliness. It \yas cOIn posed of 
crinlson velvet, elllbossed \vith solid gold birds, perched on 
branches of real pearls and eIlleralds. Do\vn each side \yas 
a border of Ininiver, there \vas a cape and hood of the saIne 
fur, and the nlantle ,vas lined throughout \,"ith erinine. 
Another robe ,vas light blue velvet, elnbroidered váth pearl 
roses; the little lady had besides coronets, rings, necklaces, 
and buckles \vorth a large SUIn of Inoney and beautiful 
enough to delight the heart of any girl. Her bedroo111 
curtains \vere of red and \vhite satin \vith elnbroiderec1 
figures. Isabella \vas cro\vnecl at \Vestnlinster in 1397, 
\vhen she ,vas just ten years old; then she ,vent to reside 
at \Vindsor, \vhere her education ,vas continued under the 
guidance of Lady de Conrcy. 
King Richard nlade frequent yisits to his little \vife, each 
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one being the occasion of a holiday from study, and of a 
great deal of pleasure' to the child ,vho anticipated the 
appearance of her lord \vith no little impatience. Richard 
\vas ah'Tays courteous and gentle in his lnanners to,vards 
ladies, and had a lively disposition, \vhich rendered hin1 a 
very cC?ngenial cOlnpanion; besides, he dressed ,,,ith such 
exquisite taste that the adn1iration he inspired in the heart 
of Isabella ,varn1ed iIî to an affection that she never ceased 
to entertain for hin1 as long as he lived. 
\Vhen King Richard \vent to France to clain1 his bride, 
he spent so much money that he found hÏInself deeply 
involved in debt. This led to a fierce struggle \vith the 
party headed by his uncle, the Duke of Gloucester, and the 
Earl of Arundel. At last Richard ,vould bear it no longer, 
so he lnanaged to rid hin1self of both his opponents. This 
he did by having the duke treacherously n1urdered, and the 
earl illegally executed. 
But Richard \vas not accustolned to such cruel deeds, 
and his conscience troubled hin1 to such a degree that he 
\vould often start up frOin his bed at night and cry out in 
horror: "That his bed ,,,,as covered \"ith the blood of the 
earl." The sudden death of Roger l\Iortimer, lord deputy 
of Ireland, to "Tholn Richard \vas ,,'arn1ly attached, called 
him to that country to quell the rebellion that ensued. 
Before his departure he \vent to 'Yindsor to bid fare\vell 
to Isabella; ,,,hile there he dismissed Lady de Courcy on 
account of excessive extrayagance, and appointed his ,vid- 
o\ved niece, Lady 
lortil11er, in her stead, as governess and 
first lady of honor to his young consort. 
The parting scene bet\veen the royal couple ,vas very 
touching, the king lifting his \vife up in his arms and kiss- 
ing her repeatedly ,,,hile offering ,vords of hope and COI11- 
fort. 
Henry of Bolingbroke, ,,,ho had been absent from Eng- 
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land for several years, returned \vhile Richard \vas a\vay,- 
a nlost unfortunate circlllnstance for the royal cause. The 
Duke of York, \\'ho acted as regent in the king's absence, 
\vas alive to the little queen's position, and hurried her off 
to the fortress of \Vallingford. 
A ttended by sixty thousand fighting n1en, Henry of 
Bolingbroke Inarched through England and presented hÎIn- 
self before the yery gates of Flint Castle, \vhere Richard, 
\vith a handful of faithful knights, had fortified hilnself. 
Upon Henry's boldly den1anding achnittance the king agreed 
to allo\v hÎIn, \vith eleven others, to pass the \yicket of the 
castle. But it \vas soon eyident that any such precaution 
\vas unnecessary, for on looking out of the \\'indo\v the king 
beheld the arlny that had con1e to besiege hÎ1n, and surren- 
dered hÎInself at once. 
\Vhile King Richard and Henry of Bolingbroke stood in 
the courtyard of the castle \vaiting for their horses, IVIath, 
the beautiful greyhound that ahvays accolnpanied the king 
\vhen he rode out, and \vould never follo\v nor notice any- 
one else, suddenly dashed through the court, leaped upon 
Henry, and put both pa\vs on his shoulders, as he had been 
\vont to do to the king. Henry asked the Ineaning of his 
being thus selected for the aninlal's caresses. " Cousin. ", 
replied the king sadly, "it lneans a great deal for you, and 
yery little for Ine; for the natural instinct of lny favorite 
clog prOl1lpts hiln to fondle and pay his court to you as King 
of England, \vhich you \vill be, and I shall be deposed." 
Richard \vas taken to London and lodged in the To\ver, 
\vhere he suffered torment because he could get no infor- 
Ination as to the fate of his Isabella. After a tilne he offered 
to resign his crown to Henry of Bolingbroke, no\\" called 
the Duke of Lancaster, but received only taunts and 
reproaches in reply. 1\rean\vhile" the little queen" had 
been rel110yed frOln \Vallingford to Leeds Castle in Kent. 
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At the next session of parliament, the Inen1bers remained 
seated at \Vestininster Hall, while Henry, váth a nUlllber 
of priests, dukes, and earls rode to the Tower, dismounted 
in the courtyard and entered the Hall. Then King Rich- 
ard, on being sun1moned, ,valked in \\'ith his CrO\\'ll upon 
his head and the sceptre in his hand, and addressed the 
asseinbly as follo\vs: "I have reigned King of England, 
Duke of Aquitaine, and Lord of Ireland about t\venty-t\VO 
years; \vhich royalty, lordship, sceptre,. and cro\vn, I r:O\V 
freely and \villingly resign to n1Y cousin, Henry of Lancas- 
ter, and entreat of hin1 in the presence of you all to accept 
this sceptre." The king \vas then conducted back to his 
apartments in the To\ver, and the cro\vn and sceptre \vere 
safely locked a\vay in the treasury of \Vestminister Abbey. 
The follo\ving October, Henry of Lancaster assen1bled 
parliament, and \vas crowned \vith great ceren10ny as Henry 
IV. Isabella had been removed to Sunning Hill, ,,,here 
she ,vas treated as a state prisoner, and kept in ignorance 
of the fate of her husband. 
Shortly after the coronation of Henry IV. a plot against 
his life \vas discovered, and then the fate of poor Richard 
\vas sealed, as ,ve shall see. 
Henry's attendants kept constantly reminding him, by 
hints and insinuations, that as long as Richard lived he 
could not reign peaceably, until ,vorn out ,vith care and 
anxiety he wearily asked one day \vhile sitting at table: 
" Have I no faithful friend \vho ,vill deliver I11e of one \"hose 
life ,,,ill be my death, and \vhose death my life? " After 
such a speech froin the king it \vas not likely that Richard's 
life \vould long be spared. His attendants began to treat 
him \vith so little ceremony at last that the royal prisoner 
reinarked upon it one day \vhen he \vas dining; \vhereupon 
he was informed that King Henry had given ne\v orders. 
" The devil take Henry of Lancaster and thee together 1 
1 
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exclainled Richard in a passion, striking the attendant ,vho 
had ans\vered ,vith a carving-knife. At that instant eight 
armed n1en rushed into the roon1; Richard started up, seized 
the "'eapon that the one nearest to hitn held, and defended 
himself so valiantly that four of the attacking party ,,,ere 
slain outright. 'rhen \vhile he ,vas fiercely ,yarding off the 
blo,vs of three others, the leader of the band jUl1l ped II pon 
the chair Richard had occupied while dining, and dealt hin1 
a blo,v on the back of his head that killed him instantly. 
[A.D. 1339.J 'rhus fell the son of the Black Prince at 
the early age of thirty-t',"o, and Queen Isabella ,vas nlade 
a ,vido,v before she ,vas thirteen. 
The I<'ing of France ,vas suffering fronl an attack of 
insanity, therefore could take no steps for the restoration of 
his daughter, but the French council requested Henry I\T. 
to allow her to return to her natiye land. He refused, 
saying "that she shòuld reside in England, as all other 
queen-do\vagers had done, in great honor; and that if she 
had unluckily lost a husband she should be proyided \vith 
another who \vould be young, handsonle, and in every \vay 
deserving of her love, that person being no other than the 
Prince of \Vales." But Isabella nlourned her 111urdered 
spouse so sincerely that she rejected the gallant Henry of 
110nmouth and no longer felt any pride in being Queen of 
England. 
"Then Charles VI. recovered, he sent anlbassadors tG 
inquire into the condition of his daughter in England, and 
to Inake arr
ngenlents for her return. But it ,vas not until 
late in July, eighteen months after the death of Richard II. 
that his ,vidow ,vas restored to her parents. Henry had 
seized her jewels and do\ver, and refused to give them up. 
[A.D. 1402.J The goodness and amiable disposition of 
the youthful queen had won the affection of her English 
ladies, and when she parted frOlll them they wept so llluch 
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that she \vas obliged to comfort them, though she, too, was 
in tears. 
In 1406 Henry IV. again proposed for the hand of Isa- 
bella for the Prince of \Vales, declaring that if the nlarriage 
could be brought about he ,volIld abdicate the English cro\vn 
in favor of his son. But the little queen had mean\vhile 
prolnised to marry her cousin, Charles of .A.ngoulêrne, son 
of the Duke of Orleans. An unfavorable ans\ver ,vas there- 
fore given to the English ambassadors, ,vho ,yere very much 
displeased at their failure. 
Isabella \vas not married to her cousin until the murder 
of his father by the Duke of Burgundy 111ade him Duke of 
Orleans. 
[A.D. 1410.J She loved hinl dearly, and lived happily 
\yith him for nearly t,vo years, but she ,vas only a little more 
than t\venty-one \"hen her death occurred. This Duke of 
Orleans \vas a celebrated poet, ,,-hose compositions are still 
read in France. \Ve quote one ,,,ritten shortly after his sad 
bereavel11ent, but it is much prettier in the original 
French: - 


" Alas ! 
Death, who made thee so bold, 
To take fronl me my lovely princess? 
\Yho was my conlfort, my life, 
l\ly good, my pleasure, my riches. 
Alas! I am lonely, bereft of my nlate 
Adieu, nlY lady, my lily! 
OUf loves are forever severed." 



CHAPTER X\TI. 


JOANNA OF NAVARRE. Q...UEEN OF HENRY IV. 
(A.D. 1370-1437.) 


IT \vas to the Duke of Bretagne, Joanna of Navarre's first 
husband, that Henry IV. \vas partly indebted for his 
elevation to the throne of England. Henry \vas an exile 
\vhen Richard II. \vas obliged to go to Ireland, and finding 
that a clear field \vas thus left for his return, he applied to 
the Duke of Bretagne for ad\'ice and assistance, and \vas 
unhesitatingly provided by hinl \vith vessels, soldiers, and 
anns. The use he made of them is recounted in the last 


reIgn. 
Joanna, the duke's \vife, lnet Henry of Bolingbroke, the 
first time \vhen he \vas nlaking his preparations for this 
expedition to England, and \vas very much pleased with 
his beauty and attractive I11anners. 
[A.D. 1401.J \'Then she had been a \vidow for two 
years, and Henry \vas established on the throne, she 
\villingly accepted an offer of his hand in lnarriage. I-Ie 
had then been a \vido\ver since 1394, \vhen Allne of 
Bohemia, his first \vife, died. 
Joanna of Navarre agreed to nlarr)" Henry IV., but she 
had a fainily of children, and before going to England she 
had to provide for them. She kne\v that it \vould be 
un\vise to take her sons \vith her, and as the eldest had 
succeeded to his father's title, the people of Bretagne would 
naturally object to his Inaking England his hon1e. so she 
entered into a treaty \vith her uncle, the Duke of Burgundy, 
254 
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\vho faithfully s,vore to preserve the la\vs, liberties and 
priyileges of the Bretons. Thereupon the little duke and 
his t\VO brothers, Arthur and Jules, \vere placed under his 
care, and taken to Paris to live. 
[A.D. 1402.J The t\VO daughters accoInpanied their 
Inother to vVinchester, \vhere King Henry a\vaited her. 
The l11arriage \vas publicly solemnized at the church of 
5t 5\vithin, and afterwards there ,vas a splendid feast. 
The citizens of London made costly preparations to receive 
the bride, ,vhose coronation took place Feb. 26, 1403, 
nead y three \veeks after her landing in England. 
Joanna \yas thirty-three years old at that 'tiIne, but she 
,vas still handsome, n1a jestic, and graceful; she \vas, 
besides, a woman of excellent con1mon sense, but exces- 
sively avaricious. Indeed, this besetting sin not only 
prolnpted her to lnake unjust demands on her subjects, and 
to accept unla\vful bribes, but also prevented her fron1 
perfonning those deed
 of charity that one reasonably 
expects froln people in lofty positions. 
The festiyities that succeeded the coronation \vere rudely 
interrupted by an attack of the Bretons on the n1erchant 
shipping along the coast of Corn \vall. This nlade the 
queen distasteful to her ne\v subjects at once, though as 
her o\vn son, the Duke of Bretagne, \vas then entirely under 
the influence of the Duke of Burgundy, it \vas the French 
\vho \vere responsible for the attack. Then follo\ved the 
Percy rebellion and the battle of Shre\vsbury, ,,,here the 
king so nearly lost his life. 
[A.D. 1404.J Joanna further increased her unpopularity 
by filling her palace \vith her fonner subjects, an error 
that many Queens of England had made before her. But 
in this instance it ,vas soon rectified, for the House of 
Comlnons took the 111atter in hand and cleared the royal 
household of nearly all the Breton servants. As the king 
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,vas ,veIl a\vare that the voice of the people had secured 
for hÎ1n his position, he dared not interfere. 
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Three years after she had ascended the throne of England, 
Joanna was called upon to part \vith her daughters, because 
their brother, whose subjects they ,\\Tere, clain1ed theln. 
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He had a husband provided for each, and they ,vere 
Inarried soon after their return to France. 
[A.D. 1413.J The death of Henry IV., \vhich occurred 
in 1413, left Joanna again a ,vido\v. His intervie"r "rith 
the Prince of \Vales, during \vhich he resigns his crO\Vl1 
and offers n10st excellent advice, is correctly giyen in the 
fifth act of Shakespeare's Henry I\T. 
\Vhen the ne\v king, Henry V., ascended the throne. 
he treated his stepmother ,vith every mark of attention 
and respect, so Inuch so that ,vhen he started on his 
expedition against France she was appointed regent in his 
absence. 
[A.D. 1415.J The Duke of Bretagne took no part in this 
contest; but Queen Joanna's second son, 
rthur, made 
the first attack on Henry's camp, at the head of t\VO 
thousand French cavalry, near Agincourt. It \vas midnight 
on the eve of St. Crispin's day and a violent stonn ,vas 
raging ,vhen the assault ,vas Inade. It resulted in victory 
for the English; Arthur ,vas \vounded and taken prisoner. 
It ,vas \vith an aching heart that Queen Joanna ,vas 
called upon to receive the royal victor ,vhen all England 
rejoiced at his return; for her son-in-la\v and her brother 
had both been killed, at the battle of ...\gincourt, and her 
son, Arthur, \vas brought to her kingdom in chains. She 
had been separated froin the boy for t\velve years, and no\v 
she ,vas only permitted to give hiln a fond embrace, and 
then see hin1 consigned to the glOOll1Y To\ver. Although 
Henry continued for a tilne to treat the queen \vith con- 
sideration, he \vúilld listen to no proposition or entreaty of 
hers for Arthur's release. 
[A.D. 1419.J .L
t last, on an accusation of witchcró.ft, 
preferred against Joanna by her confessor, \vho declared that 
she \vas planning ,vith l\\'0 sorcerers ,vho \vere dealing \vith 
the po\vers of darkness for the destruction of the king, she 
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,vas c0111111ittecl to Pevensey Castle as a prisoner. Henry 
V. gaye the queen no opportunity of justifying herself, but 
no attelnpt of hers on his life ,,,as eycr proved. 
[A.D. 1422] Her n10ney ,vas all appropriated by King 
Henry, and she did .not regain her liberty untiJ. his death 
,vas at hand 
 then his conscience Slnote hiln, and he did 
his utlnost to Inake alnends. 
Joanna livedlnany years to enjoy her restored liberty 
and kept her court chiefly at Hayering Bo\ver, surrounded 
by all the luxuries that \vealth could procure. 
She died in 1437, and \vas buried at Canterbury 
Cathedral beside Henry IV. 
J 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


KA'I'HERI
E OF \TALOIS, SUR
A)IED THE FAIR, . 
\VIFE OF HE
RY V. (.l\.D. 1401-1437.) 


CHARLES ,r I., King of France, and his ,,'ife, Queen Isa- 
beau .of Bavaria, had eight children, three sons and five 
daughters, of \\"hon1 Katherine \vas the youngest. The boys 
becan1e in turn Dauphins of France; Isabella, the eldest of 
the family, \vas married to Richard II. \vhen she \vas only 
eight years of age, and had an experience throughout her 
short life such as has never been recorded of so young a 
girl. But she proved herself a devoted \vife, and bore her 
sufferings \vith true heroisln. She died \vhen Katherine \vas 
only nine years old. T\vo of the daughters of Charles VI. 
becalne duchesses, l\Iarie entered a convent, and the t\VO 
little ones, 1\lichelle and Katherine, at the respective ages 
of three and five, "Te find shut up in the disl11al Hôtel de 
St. Paul \vith their brothers and their infi fin father. 
Queen Isabeau \vas one of the n10st \\'icked \vomen that 
ever lived, for she not only joined her brother-in-Ia\v, the 
Duke of Orleans, in stealing the revenues of the royal 
household, thus leaving her husband and children ,,'ith 110 
D1eans of support, but she neglected then1 most crin1inally, 
and then, for a long tin1e, çlesertecl then1. The poor king 
,vas insane, \vhich fact in itself \vould have kept any true 
\vife at his side, but his guilty, "'fetched consort deserved 
neither the title of \,'ife nor Inother, for she neglected her 
duty as both. Her daughters inherited hér splendid, large, 
dark eyes, as \vell as her clear, brilliant cOlnplexion, but, 
26 3 
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fortunately for thenlselves and others, none of her ,vicked- 
ness. 
\Vhile at the Hôtel de St. Paul these poor little children 
\vere aln10st starved to death, and as their mother had left 
theln ,vithout a change of linen they ran about in fiJthy 
rags. SOlne of the inferior attendants of the palace had 
cOlnpassion enough to give then1 a little food, but the ser 
vants of the royal fan1Ïly \vere left \vithout nloney, conse- 
quently they neither could nor \vould provide for the chil- 
dren. Their condition lnust have been pitiable, indeed, but 
God \vatched over thenl, and as by a Iniracle their father's 
reason suddenly returned to hiln one day. For a long \vhile 
he had been totally unconscious of the Inisery that sur- 
rounded hiIn. vVhat Inust have been the agony of the good 
Inan \vhen he beheld his o\vn plight and that of his innocent, 
forsaken little ones? It Blakes one shudder at the thought. 
But it had a different effect on the cruel, infalTIous Isabeau 
 
for no sooner did she hear that her husband's reason \vas 
restored than she began to trelnble for her o\vn safety, as 
\vell she 11light. She therefore hurried a\vay to l\Iilan, and 
ordered her brother Louis, \vho ,vas as bad as she, to bring 
the children to her. 
He obeyed, and not only carried off the five royal children 
but also those of the Duke of l)urgundy. rrheir absence 
,vas soon discovered, and the duke sent a troop of arnlecl 
Inen after theIn, \vho overtook thcIn before they had got 
. very far. After securing the children of both falnilies the 
Inen turned respectfully to the Dauphin Louis, then only ten 
years old, and asked hinl " ,,'hither he \\Tould please to go." 
" I \vill return to Iny royal father," replied the boy. He 
was eagerly obeyed and carried back to Paris ,vith his COIn. 
panions. 
Later, Isabeau got possession of the little Katherine, but 
her conduct becalne so infaulous that she ,vas ilnprisoned, 
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and the child \vas sent to a conyent to be educated. \Ve 
\vill leave her there for a \"hile to tell sOlnething about 
Henry V., \\'ho becan1e her husband. 
[A.D. 1387.J He ,vas born in 1387, and \vas a yery sickly 
infant, but he had a devoted n10ther, \vho took such good 
care of hiIn that he soon gre\v strong. She gave hiIn his 
first lessons in Latin, and he \yas after,,,ards blessed \vith an 
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FRIAR BACON'S STUDY, OXFORD. 


excellent education. At the age of ten he played the harp 
\veIl, and ,vas extrelnely fond of music. Later in life he 
perfonned on the organ and COIn posed sacred airs. After 
his n10ther's death, Richard II. took possession of the boy, 
\"ho then lived at the palace, until he ,vas placed at Oxford 
to cOlnplete his studies. 
He \vas only sixteen years old ,vhen he fought at the bat- 
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tIe of Shre,vsbury, \vhere he proved himself a brave prince. 
He advanced too rashly on the enenlY, and received a seri- 
ous \vound in the face that left a scar to the end of his life. 
On being advised to retire that the point of the arro\v Blight 
be taken out, "To \vhat place? " he asked, "\vho \vill renlain 
fighting, if I, the prince, a king's son, retire for fear at 
the first taste of steel? let nlY fello\v-soldiers see that I bleed 
at the first onset; for deeds, not \vords, are the duties of 
princes \vho should set the exaulple of boldness." 
Henry V. \vas extremely poor \vhile he \vas Prince of 
'Vales; but that did not prevent his enjoying hinlself, even 
though his dissipations, and recklessness forced hinl into 
company far beneath him in rank. He ,vas at tinles so 
pushed for money that he \vould disguise himself as a high- 
waYlnan, and lie in wait for the collectors of the rents due 
the crown and rob thenl. Sonletinles he got soundly beaten 
hÏ1nself, but he ahvays re\varded those officers \vho made 
the boldest fight. He kne\v ho\v to appreciate faithfulness, 
even "'hen it told against hilnself. 
He performed sonle of the \\'ildest pranks \,rhen he lived 
at a manor near Coventry. On one occasion he and sonle 
of his friends were arrested by the mayor of that to\vn for 
raising a riot, and this was not the only tÍ1ne that he \vas 
locked up in jail. The young nobles foun d that they could 
have so much liberty and fun at "Prince Hal's" house 
that they preferred it to the king's court. T'his made 
Henry IV. quite jealous at times, but it did not prevent 
their flocking to the nlanor and enjoying their l1lad frolics. 
During one of these, a favorite servant of the prince "ras 
arrested and taken before Judge Gascoigne. No sooner 
did Henry hear of it than he rushed to the court of justice, 
where the servant stood a"raiting his trial. Walking boldly 
up to the nlan he endeavored to remove his chains; the 
judge interfered, whereupon the prince boxed his ears 
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soundly. Such an outrage caused great indignation on the 
part of Gascoigne, ,vho not only reproved the young ll1an 
as he deserved, but actually had him locked up in the prison 
of the King's Bench. No doubt the prince regretted that 
he had allo\ved his ten1per to get the better of his COlnmon 
sense; for, after he had taken tin1e to reflect, he submitted 
\vith a good grace to his \vell-n1erited punishn1ent. \Vhen 
Henry IV. heard of this occurrence, he said: "he \vas 
proud of having a son \vho \vould thus subn1it hin1self to 
the la\vs, and that he had a judge \"ho could so fearlessly 
enforce theIn." 
For a long time the king had been trying to get a \vife for 
his \vild son, no doubt \vith the hope that marriage \\yould 
improve his bad behavior. Several ladies had been pro- 
posed, but in each case sOlnething happened to prevent an 
engagement. At last both father and son Ø seemed deter- 
mined on obtaining the fair Katherine for the lofty station 
of Princess of \Vales. The Duke of York \vas sent on a 
private ll1ission to delnand her hand in Inarriage for Prince 
Henry, and \vhile he \vas absent the king died. 
A short but fierce civil \var had to be fought before Henry 
V. could take possession of the throne, because sOlnebody 
raised a report that Richard II., \vho \vould have succeeded, 
,vas still alive. In order to restore peace, Henry v{as 
obliged to have Richard's corpse paraded through the 
streets. I t was carried in a chair of state adorned \vith regal 
ornaments, Henry \valking by its side, and all the court foI- 
lo\ving. After a solelnn ceren10ny it \vas safely laid a\vay 
in \\Testu1inster Abbey, and tranquillity returned. 
Then the ne\v king made another application for the hand 
of Princess Katherine, at the same time delnanding the 
enormous do\vry of t\VO ll1illions of cro\vns and all the 
southern provinces of France. 
Charles VI. tried to cOlnprolnise, and offered 45 0 ,000 
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cro\vns. This the English lover refused \yith disdain. In 
fact, he \vanted an excuse for invading France, so resolved 
to fight for Katherine the Fair, and to \vin her, as wt;11 as 
the gold and the provinces he had delnanded, at the point 
of the s\\'ord. In order to raise money for this expedition 
he had to sell or pa\vn all the valuables he o\vned, but his 
aInbition ,vas aroused and he never doubted that "the 
game \vas worth the candle." 
Froln Southa111pton Henry V. sent a letter to the King 
of France warning hinl of his intended invasion, and 
adding that if the southern provinces and the hand of 
Katherine \\'ere not bestowed on hÌ1n at once he ,,,ould 
take them by force. 
The king replied: "If that \vas his mind he \vould do his 
best to receive hÍIn; but as to the 111arriage he thought it 
\vould be a strange way of \vooing Katherine, covered \vith 
the blood of her countrynlen." 1'his ans,ver lnight have 
had a favorable effect on the young king had not the 
Dauphin Louis excited his anger by sending hÌ1n a cask of 
tennis balls, saying, "that they ,vere fitter playthings for 
hiln, according to his fornler course of life, than the 
provinces he demanded." "These bans," replied Henry, 
making an angry pun, "shall be struck back vvith such a 
racket as shaH force open the Paris gates." 
[A_.D. 1415.J He left Southalnpton in August, 1415, 
and after a furious battle took possession of IIarfleur in 
October. J n the ,vinter he finished his canlpaign by the 
victory of Agincourt, ,vhich shed everlasting glory on his 
nanle. But it \vas a sad day for the enelllY. France 
"vas thrown into a dreadful panic by the nUlnber of her 
nobles and princes that \vere slain at that battle. rrhe 
Dauphin Louis is said to have died of grief on account of 
it; but ,,,hen, shortly after, his death \vas follo\ved by th
t 
of his brother, there ,vas a report that the unnatural 
Isabeau had poisoned both her sons. 
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The malady of poor King Charles returned \vith so 111any 
misfortunes, and his \vicked \vife, taking advantage of the 
confusion in the country, made her escape from prison. 
She then joined the Duke of Burgundy, took the reins of 
governnlent in her o,yn hands, and obtained control of her 
beautiful daughter Katherine. 
Strange to say, although this '''Olnan had so shan1efully 
neglected her children \"hen they Inost required her care, 
she became quite proud of Katherine ,vhen she sa\v her 
such a lovely young \,"0111an, and soon exercised a surprising 
influence over her. The young princess had set her heart 
on becon1Îng Queen of England, and in this her 1110ther 
heartily seconded her. 
\Vhen Henry V. ,vas laying siege to Rouen Isabeau sent 
hiIn a picture of Katherine by an aInbassador, ,yho ,vas to 
ask him, ",vhether so beautiful a princess required such 
a great do\vry as he demanded ,yith her?" The king 
gazed long and earnestly on the portrait, and ackno,yledged 
that it ,vas suprisingly fair, but refused to ditninish his 
demands in the least. 
[A.D. 1418.J At last the city of Rouen fell. France 
,,,as in a state of despair, and the queen resolved to try 
,vhat effect Katherine herself ,,"ould have on the proud 
heart of the conqueror, since her picture had failed to 
satisfy hitn. A truce ,vas therefore obtained and a 
conference appointed at a to,,,n called Pontoise. 
The poor crazy king, \yith the queen and Katherine, 
Call1e to the place of meeting in a richly ornamented barge. 
1
here ,vas a large enclosure 111ade ,vith planks on the 
banks of the river Seine; outside "'ere tents and payilions 
covered ,,,ith blue and green \
ehTet ,yorked \vith gold. 
Some of these ,vere occupied by the King and Queen of 
France, the Princess, the Duke of Burgundy, his council 
and a thousand soldiers. Then the King of England 
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arrived \vith his t\VO brothers and his escort of Inen-at-anns, 
and took possession of the renlaining tents. 
'Vhen the conference \vas about to C0111111CnCe the queen 
entered the enclosure fronl the right side followed by 
Katherine. The King of England entered froln the left, 
advanced to\vards the queen, \\'holn he saluted \vith 
profound respect, and kissed her as \vell as the princess. 
He then took his seat opposite, while the Earl of 'Var\vick 
Inade a long speech in French. SOlne time \vas spent in 
discussion, \vhen the parties took leave of each other and 
separated, leaving everything as unsettled as before. 
Three \veeks later the saIne personages, with the exception 
of Katherine, met for another conference on the saIne 
spot. Finding that her daughter's beauty had not induced 
the conqueror to lo\ver his demands, Queen Isabeau \vould 
not permit Katherine to be present the second tilne. This 
arrangelnent displeased Henry very n1uch, for he \vas 
clesparately in love \vith the handsolne dark-eyed princess. 
Still he remained finn, and the second conference ended 
as unsatisfactorily as the first had done. 
.; 
Hoping that the fanlily of his beloved \vould send SOB1e 
flattering nlcssages, Henry \\'aited a fe\v àays; but losing 
patience at last he den1anded a third intervie\v. He had 
no\v made up his 111ind that he \vould be satisfied ,vith 
sOlnething less than he had at first required, and felt certain 
that he \volIld only ha\Te to open his arms to receive his 
pretty lady-love. But 10, to his great surprise and disap- 
pointlnent, on arriving at Pontoise he found the tents 
renlovec1, the fence that n1arked the enclosure torn do\vn, 
and all the planks taken away, sho\ving plainly that the 
marriage treaty \vas supposed to be at an end. I t served 
hin1 right, but he looked upon hilnself as the injured party, 
and flew into a perfect rage. He no\v loved Katherine 
lnore than before, and turning to the Duke of Burgundy, 
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the only member of the roya] family of France \"ho \vas 
present, he said; "Fair cousin, \ye ,,,ish you to kno,v that 
\ve will have the daughter of your king, or \ve \vill drive 
hiln and you out of his kingdo111." The duke replied 
angrily, and nany high \yords passed bet,veen the t\vQ n1en 
before they separated. 
Henry continued his" ar in France, conquering at every 
step, until, reduced to dire distress, the royal falnily \vere 
forced to pocket their pride, and beg to haye the Inarriage 
treaty rene\ved. Henry \yas eyen asked to name his o\vn 
terms. He haughtily replied: "That he had been deceived 
so often that he \vould treat \vith no one but the Princess 
Katherine herself, \vho, he \vas sure, ,vould not try to 
deceive him." This Inessage \vas carried to the queen, ,vho 
returned a love-letter \vritten by the princess, and a 
request that Henry \vould cOlne to Troyes for the cereillony 
of espousal. He consented ,,,ith pleasure. 
Henry V. had not been Inodest in his delnands, for \vith 
the hand of Katherine he ,vas to receive not only the prov- 
inces he had nalned in the first instance, but also the 
regency of the ,vhole of France, thus disinheriting the older 
children of the royal fan1i1 y. 
[A.D. 1420.J On his arrival he ,vas conducted ,,,ith great 
ceremony to the Hôtel de Ville, ,,,here apartInents had been 
provided for hÜn, and the next day he met Queen Isabeau 
and his lady-love at the church of K otre Dalne, ,vhere, before 
the high altar, the articles of peace "'ere read and signed. 
Henry's tall, handsolne figure ,vas ,yell set off that day by 
the magnificent suit of burnished annor in ,vhich he appeared. 
In his helmet \vas a fox's tail ornalnented ,vith precious 
stones. A flo\ving plulne ,vould have been n1uch prettier, 
but he liked to dress oddly sOlnetimes, and no doubt thought 
that a little surprise of this sort \yould excite Katherine's 
interest. 


. 
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After the treaty ,vas signed, King Henry requested an 
interview ,vith his lady-Ioye, which was granted, nobody 
besides being present excepting one feillale attendant. 
Katherine could speak little English, and Henry's kno\vl- 
edge of French \vas slight, which n1ade their love scene, as 
Shakspeare has represented it, quite laughable. When he 
asks her: "Do you like me, Kate? " she replies : "Pardon- 
nez moi, I cannot tell vat is - 'like 1Jle?'" But when he 
tells her she is like an angel, her kno,vledge of English serves 
her very ,veIl, though she Inodestly refers to her attendant, 
\vho speaks \vorse than she does, to have it explained. 
Henry lnakes a long speech, assuring her of his love, and 
asking for hers in return, and this she understands so \vell 
as to say: "Is it possible dat I sould love de enen1Y of 
France? " 
" No," he replies, Cí it is not possible you should love the 
enen1Y of France, Kate; but in loving Ine you should loye 
the friend of France; for I love France so well that I will 
not part with a village of it: I ,vill have it all mine; and, 
Kate, when France is n1Ïne and I ain yours, then yours is 
France, and you are n1ine." 
That puts her head all in a whirl, and she says, vvith a 
slight frown: "I cannot tell vat is dat." But the lover 
soon explains all that he ,vants her to understand and 
receives her promise to marry hiin. Placing a superb ring 
of great value upon her finger, Henry kisses his lady-love 
and thus ends the ceremony of betrothal. 
The following month they \vere lnarried; but this event 
did not put an end to the \var, for the honeymoon ,vas 
passed amidst a series of sieges and bloodshed, and there 
is no account of Katherine's once interceding with her hus- 
band for her wretched country. If she had not been selfish 
in her happiness she might have spared Inuch misery to 
others. 
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After the siege of 1felun, Henry had Queen Isabeau pro- 
claÎ1ned regent of France, so that he might visit England to 
sho\voff his pretty bride and have her cro\vned. First they 
Inade a triu111phal entry into Paris, \vhere rich presents \vere 
offered to the youthful queen, and the rejoicings \vere on a 
1110St magnificent scale. The young couple spent Christ- 
mas in that city, and ,vent on the 1st of February to Calais, 
\vhere they elnbarked for England. 
[A.D. 1421.J To\vards the end of the month Katherine 
was crowned at Westlninster Abbey and then conducted to 
. 
the great hall, ,,"here a feast \vas served to a large party of 
noble ladies and gentlemen. But this feast had to be pre- 
pared \vithout meat of any kind, for it ,vas Lent, and called 
f
r a great deal of ingenuity on the part of the caterers.' 
Each course \vas contrived to express some political lnean- 
ing, the motto of explaining it being al,vays attached to the 
most prolninen t dish. 
The only instance of active benevolence that \ve hear of 
Katherine took place at this feast, ,,"hen she asked her hus- 
band tó give J ames I. of Scotland, \vho ,vas a prisoner and 
sat at the table, his liberty. Henry consented on condition 
that the king would go ,vith him to fight in France. 
Then the young queen ,vent to live at ,\rindsor, ,vhere 
her husband \vould have joined her, but he \vas compelled 
to go back to FI:ance to fight. 
I t was during the siege of 1\feaux that news \vas brought 
him of the birth of a son. " \\There ,vas the boy born ?" 
he asked eagerly, and "'hen he \vas told" at ""indsor," he 
repeated the follo\ving prophetic verse, ,,'hich sho\ys not 
only that he must have been very superstitious, but that he 
was a ,vretched poet:- 


"I, Henry, born at l\fonmouth, 
Shall small time reign and much get; 
But Henry of \Vindsor shall long reign and lose all; 
But as God will, so be it." 
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Henry requested that the child should not be born at 
"Tindsor, because he had SOlne Iuysterious belief that bad 
luck hung over that palace, but Katherine had not chosen 
to obey hiIn. 
The follo\ving spring she \vrote a ,loving letter to her lord, 
declaring that she longed to see hitn, and he inllnediately 
\vrote her to join hin1 in France. 
She landed at HarReur \vith an anny of t\venty thousand 
Inen, \vho \vere to assist in fighting against her unhappy 
country. Her father and Inother advanced \vith Henry V. 
to lneet her, and the reunion \vas a source of great joy to 
theln all. No doubt the king \vanted to see his little baby, 
but it had been left in England, and he \vas never to have 
that great pleasure. His health had been failing for a long 
tÏ1ne, but an1Ïdst the exciten1ent of \var he \vould not allo\v 
hiInself rest until he could no longer stand. Sl10rtly after 
his \vife's arrival he \vas carried on a litter to the castle in 
the \vood of Vincennes, \vhere she \vas stopping, and where 
he spent his last hours 'on earth. 
[A.D. 1422.J When he was dying, he said to the Duke 
of Bedford: "Colnfort my dear \'life, the most afflicted 
creature living." 
Katherine \vas not t\venty-one years old \vhen her hus- 
band died, and her grief \vas most violent, for she lo\?ed 
hitn devotedly. She lnade all the funeral arrangelnents 
herself, and they were conducted \vith great pOlnp. 
The body \vas laid on a chariot dra\vn by four black 
horses. Above it \vas a bed on \vhich lay a figure lnade of 
leather, and painted to reselnble the dead king. On the 
head of this figure \vas a cro\vn of gold and precious stones, 
and around the body a purple robe lined and trimmed with 
ennine. In the right hand \vas a sceptre, in the left a globe 
of gold with a cross rising from it. The face was uncovered, 
and a canopy superbly decorated was held above it. The 
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King of Scots and a number of princes, lords, and knights 
follo\ved in deep mourning. Four hundred armed knights 
rode around the car \vith their lances pointing do\vn,vard, 
and these ,vere follo\ved by a company of lnen clothed in 
\vhite bearing lighted torches. The queen ,yith her retinue 
came about a Inile behind. \Vhen the procession reached 
London it ,vas met by fifteen bishops, a score of abbots, and 
a vast cro".d of priests and people. They proceeded along 
the streets chaunting hymns for their dead king. After 
his burial Katherine raised a magnificent tomb to his 
lnemory. 
The little prince ,vas just eight months old ,yhen his 
mother returned to him at \\7indsor, ,vhere she spent the 
first fe\v \veeks of her ,vido,vhood. \Vhen parliament lnet, 
four months later, she removed to London and passed 
through the city on a throne dra\\'n by ,,,hite horses and 
surrounded by all the princes and nobles of England. 
\\Yith her infant on her lap, the young mother looked yery 
pretty and interesting, and it is said that the little fello\v 
behayed remarkably \vell. As he gre\v up he \vas present 
each year at the opening of parlialnent, and ,yhen he 
reached the age of seven the Earl of \\T ar\vick \vas appointed 
his tutor. He ,vas cro\vned at \'Testminster, and after\vards 
the ceremony \vas repeated at Paris. 
In the meantime his mother had become reconciled to 
the loss of her husband, and had married one O\yen Tudor, 
\vith ,vhom she lived very privately. After Henry V. died, 
the English met ,vith many disasters in France, for there ,vas 
nobody to lead them as this great ,varrior had done. This 
,vas a cause of deep sorro\v to Katherine, and, ,vith other 
anxieties, broke do,vn her health. She died on the 3d of 
January, 1437, and \vas buried in "OUf Lady's Chapel" at 
\Vestminster Abbey. 
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l\IARGARET OF ANJOU, Q.UEEN OF HENRY VI. 
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!\IARGARET \vas the last of the Provençal Queens of 
England, and she filled a most important position for more 
than a quarter of a century. Through her mother she \vas 
a direct descendant of the great Elnperor Charlelnagne, and 
her father, René of Anjou, \\'as the son of the King of 
Sicily and J erusaleln. 
[A.D. 1431.J \Vhen she ,vas about t\VO years old her 
father fought a battle against Anthony of Vaudelnonte, and 
\vas taken prisoner. This battle \vas to decide \vho. ,vas 
to rule over Lorraine, and as René ,vas captured he \vas 
handed over to the Duke of Burgundy, \vho locked hiln up 
in the top of a high to\ver at Dijon. \Vhile there the royal 
captiye amused hilnself with painting on glass; son1e of the 
beautiful specilnens of his art \vere preserved, and are still 
to be seen in the chapel of the Castle of Di jon. 
During the imprisonnlent of her husband, ,vhich lasted 
a long tilne, Margaret's mother ,vas left ,vith the entire 
care of their four young children, t,vo boys and t\VO girls, 
all of \vhom ,vere relnarkably pretty and interesting. 
Many months passed, and at last René was granted per- 
Inission to leave the prison on condition that he vvould 
consent to the marriage of his elder daughter, Y olante, 
then in her ninth year, ,,,ith Frederic of V audenlonte, the 
son of the man by \VhOnl he had been made a captive. 
She ,vas to have for her do\vry part of the disputed lands 
280 
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of Lorraine. Besides, René had to pledge hiInself to pay 
a heavy ranSOln to the Duke of Burgundy, to give his two 
sons as hostages, and to allo,v Y olante to go and live \vith þer 
ne,v Inother-in-Ia\v. At the same tin1e, the baby I\Iargaret 
,,,as prolnised in 111arriage to Pierre, Count of St. Pol, but in 
consideration of her youth she ,vas pennitted to stay at 
home. So out of their four children these unhappy parents 
took back only one to Nancy, ,,,here they ,,,ere living. 
All René's efforts to raise the ranS0111 failed, and there 
,vas nothing left for him to do but to deliver himself up at 
last and go back to prison. His son John ,vent ,,,ith hinl, 
,,"hile Louis, the younger one, ,vas restored to his distressed 
mother. 
T,vo years passed a,vay, and Louis, King of Naples, died. 
René ,vas his rightful successor, and his faithful ,vife 
iInnlediately took steps to clailn the throne for him. She 
,vas a ,,,oman of superior talent, courage, and energy, and 
as she lived at the time "Then the reno,vned Joan of Arc 
,yas flourishing, it did not appear in any \yay odd or strange 
that she should fight for her rights. She at once assumed 
the title of Queen of the T,vo Sicilies, and ,vent to live in 
the Castle of Tarascon, on the banks of the river Rhone. 
Her t,vo children beca111e such pets alnong the Proven- 
çals, ,vho loved their capti,.e prince, that they ,,,ere almost 
,,"orshipped. Every tin1e they ,vent out the people ,yould 
follo,v them in cro\vds, sing and stre,v flo,vers in their 
path, and present theln ,vith offering
 of ,vreaths. At 
night they ,vould light bonfires in front of the castle, 
because there ,vas a superstition alnong them that it ,vas 
the ,yay to keep off pestilence. Once ,,,hen a band of 
people, calling thenlselyes ,,"itches and fairies, came ,vith 
the cro,yd to see the pretty children, they "Tere all burned 
alive, the ignorant of those tin1es believing that pestilence 
was brought by the magic of such creatures. N ot\vith- 
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stanàing this precaution a plague really did break out, and 
the queen was obliged to hurry a,vay ,,'ith her little ones. 
I'hey elnbarked at Marseilles and ,vent to Naples, \vhere 
there \vas an ancient palace belonging to the family of 
J-\njou. 
The queen then had her husband proclain1ed King of 
the T,yo Sicilies. At this ceren10ny she \vas seated \vith 
her children in the chair of state, \vhich \vas covered \vith 
yelvet elnbroidered \vith gold, and borne through the streets 
of Naples. She never ceased \vorking until she obtained 
her husband's freedoln, and \vitnessed his grand entry into 
Naples on a stately vvhite charger, follo\ved by a Provençal 
army. 
[A.D. 1435.J In the treaty for his liberation the follow- 
ing very relnarkable article, proposed by the Duke of 
Burgundy, appears: - " And to cell1ent the peace bet\veen 
the t\VO po\vers, J\Iargaret of Anjou, second daughter of 
King René, shall espouse the young King of England." 
!\largaret \vas then only six years of age. Her parents 
relnoved to a n1agnificent palace, \vhere she and her brother 
Louis pursued their studies together for several years. 
l'hen Louis died and Margaret experienced in this loss her 
first real sorro\v. 
King René's territories fell into the hands of the English, 
and he ,vas reduced to such poverty that he retired \vith 
his fan1ily to Lorraine, \\There he spent his time "riting 
verses and composing music that "Tas the delight of all 
Europe. It \vas he \"ho invented the üpera ballet, and 
\"hile thus pleasantly engaged he bore his trials ,vith per- 
fect indifference. 
In the meanJilne, !\1argaret's engagement \vith St. Pol 
,vas broken off on account of the prospect of an alliance 
\vith the King of England. She had become a beautiful 
girl, and had created quite a sensation at the court of her 
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aunt, the Queen of France, by her \vit and accomplishInents. 
\Vhen Henry \TI. heard of her channs he sent a ger:t1e- 
man to find out if they had not been exaggerated, and at 
the same tÌIne to bring hin1 a correct portrait of the Lady 
Margaret. The Inessenger returned \vith an eloquent 
description of her, partly because it \vas really deseryed, 
and partly because he, as ,yell as many persons of both 
the English and the French nations, hoped that this alliance 
,vould bring about a lasting peace bet\veen thcir countries. 
Henry \vas then in his four-and-t\yentieth year, good- 
looking, \vith a cultivated, refined mind, and excellent 
morals. 
[A.D. 1444.] In 1444, cOlnll1issioners met to arrange a 
treaty of peace, \vhich \vas to be strengthened by the Inar- 
riage of Henry and l\Iargaret. \Vhen King René's consent 
,vas asked he gave it on condition that the dominions of 
An jou and l\laine \vere returned to him. This "'as granted 
by Henry and his council, and neither Inoney nor lands 
,vere required for a do\vry \vith the bride, her beauty and 
talents being considered sufficient "to out,yeigh all the 
riches in the \vorld." 
There \vas SOlne opposition made to this marriage by the 
Duke of Gloucester and his party, \vho did not \yant peace 
vvith France, nor a daughter of the house of Anjou on 
their throne; but it \vas all arranged in spite of theIn, and 
the Duke of Suffolk sailed froln England \yith a splendid 
train of nobility to conduct 1Iargaret to her future hOlne. 
The ll1arriage CereITIOny \yas perforn1ed at Nancy in 
presence of the bride's parents, the royal fan1ily of France, 
and a large number of nobles and ladies. King Henry 
,vas not present, but Suffolk stood in his place, and l11ar- 
ried the Lady l\Iargaret in the name of the Sovereign of 
England. 
King René gave a grand tournament in honor of the 
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marriage, and all the princely kúights and gallant ,varriors 
wore garlands of daisies out of complÏ1nent to the bride, 
,vho had chosen this flo\ver for her eInblen1. The festivi- 
ties lasted eight days, and \vere attended by most of the 
nobles of France, England, and Burgundy. Margaret's 
sister, Y olante, ,vas Inarried at the saIne tiIne, and this is 
ho\v it ,vas lnanaged: she had been engaged to Frederic 
of Vaudemonte for lnore than nine years, but as her father 
had been forced to agree to this engagelnent \vhen he \vas 
a prisoner he never intended to fulfil it. But the lover 
was not to be put off any longer, so he made a plan \vith 
some of his daring young friends to carry off his lady-love 
while the tournament ,vas going on. King René was very 
angry at first, but soon forgave the young couple, and the 
festivities continued with fresh spirit. 
At the end of the \veek Margaret took a mournful fare- 
well of her weeping falnily and friends, by \vhorn she ,vas 
deeply loved. Her uncle, Charles V II. of France, went 
part of the \vay \vith her. At parting, he pressed her in 
his arms tenderly, and said, \vith his eyes full of tears: 
" I seeln to have done nothing for you, my dear niece, in 
placing you on one of the greatest thrones in Europe, for 
it is scarcely \vorthy of possessing you." The young 
queen ,vas sobbing so that she could not reply, and they 
parted never to meet again. Her father ,vent ,vith her 
still further, and \vhen they embraced' in farewell they could 
not speak, but turned a\vay froln each other ,vith hearts too 
full to permit of their uttering a single word. 
The \vars with France that had lasted so long had made 
Henry so poor that he was obliged to call a meeting of par- 
liament, when his bride was con1Ïng, to get money to defray 
the expenses of his wedding and Margaret's coronation, and 
for the same purpose he pa,vned some of the cro\vn je,vels. 
The young queen had been so ill on the voyage that she 
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had to be carried from the boat to the shore. A terrible 
stonn \vas raging \vhen she landed, but in spite of the thun- 
der and lightning, people flocked in cro\\'ds to look at her. 
It was Inany days before she could proceed on her journey, 
because her illness proved to be something that looked very 
like sIn all-pox. Ho\yeyer, it could not have been a very 
severe case, because her beauty ,vas not impaired in the 
least. 
[A.D. 1445.] She ,vas able to join her husband at 1ast, 
and their nuptials \vere solelnnized at Tichfield Abbey, in 
April, 1445. The bridal ring contained a ruby of great 
value, and had been a present to the king fronl his uncle, 
Cardinal Beaufort. 
Poor 1\Iargaret's \vardrobe \vas so scanty that Henry "'as 
obliged to buy her SOlne clothing before she could appear 
in public. This to a girl of fifteen, \vho probably expected 
a fine trousseau \vhen she married at least, must have been 
distressing. Although the English ,,-ere dissatisfied because 
their ne\v queen brought no do\ver, and because of her rela- 
tion to the royal fan1ily of France, her beauty \V9n its ,,-ay 
to their hearts, and secured for her a hearty v;elcome \yhere 
ever she appeared. All the knights and nobles ,vore her 
embleul flo\ver, the daisy, in their caps, \"hen they came in 
a body to receive her in state. This IDUst have been a very 
flattering conlpliInent, and the king carried it still further 
b y havinO" " 1farO"uerites" enO"raved on his silver. Grand 
b b b 
preparations had been made in London for the young 
queen's reception; there \yere triulnphal arches across the 
principal streets bearing mottoes and beautiful designs in 
flo\vers, besides banners and evergreens. At every corner 
there \vere pictures or dressed-up figures having some po- 
litical meaning, or offering some mark of \yelcolne and 
loyalty to the ne\v sovereign. 
A large procession of men on horseback conducted her 
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into the city. These consisted of, first, the Duke of 
Gloucester with five hundred attendants, all \'learing his 
badge and livery; then the nlayor, aldermen, and sheriffs in 
blue go\vns with elnbroidered sleeves and red hoods. Next 
caIne the queen's carriage, surrounded by her suite, and a 
long train of follo\vers brought up the rear. 
The coronation took place at Westn1Ïnster two days later 
\vith great splendor, though the king's treasury \vas ahnost 
elnpty. No doubt all this display was very gratifying to 
King René's faithful ste\vard, squire, and minstrels, who 
came to England to \vitness the reception of their princess, 
then \vent back home to tell all about it. 
A fe\v \veeks after the coronation an embassy arrived 
\yith congratulations to Henry VI. froln the King of France, 
and René, Margaret's father. Henry received them seated 
in a large chair of state covered \vith blue tapestry. His 
long robe of scarlet velvet \vith gold embroidery s\\rept the 
floor. When the ambassadors made their speech, wishing 
hiln the blessings of peace and prosperity, he raised his hat 
and said, several times: "St. John, thanks; great thanks 
to St. John!" They then inquired after the health of the 
young queen, and expressed a hope that the peace then 
existing between France and England would last forever. 
Henry replied: "That he desired the continuance of peace 
beyond anything on earth;" to which all who were present 
ans\vered, " Amen! " 
For the first t\VO years after Margaret's marriage, Cardi- 
nal Beaufort \vas her chief adviser, and she became so fond 
of hÏ1n that she \vould often lnake visits at his house in \Val- 
thaln Forest, where there \vas a room lnagnificently fitted 
up for her special use \vith hangings of spun gold from 
Dalnascus. Henry \vas attached to the good cardinal also, 
and was always glad to be guided by his advice. He was 
of the greatest assistance to the young couple on several 
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occasions, for his imlnense \vealth enabled him to help 
them out of n1any a debt that they could not other\vise 
ha ve paid. 
At this time l\Iargaret was a \VOlnan of unusual intellect and 
grace of Inanners. One of the chroniclers of her reign says 
of her: "England had never seen a queen more \vorthy of a 
throne than :tvlargaret of An jou. No \yoman surpassed her 
in beauty, and fe\v men equalled her in courage. It seemed 
as if she had been formed by Heaven to supply to her royal 
husband the qualities \vhich he required in order to become 
a great king." 
It was a pity that she ,vas called to share the throne of 
England ,vhen she ,vas so young, for her judgment \vas not 
formed, and she had a nature that ,,,as more likely to create 
enemies than friends. She ,vas very foolish in her treat- 
lnent of the Duke of Gloucester, Henry's uncle, ,vho, she 
kne,v, had been one of those most strongly opposed to her 
marriage. For this she could not forgive him, and, like a 
spoiled child, took every opportunity of showing him what 
influence she had over the king, and ho,v much she loved 
Cardinal Beaufort and the Duke of Suffolk, both of ,vhom 
\vere his s\vorn enemies. But there ,vas a great change in 
her life by the tÌ1ne she had been t\VO years on the throne, 
for Henry's ministers lnet in parliament, and decided on 
the destruction of the Duke of Gloucester. He had sho,vn 
a disposition to join the Duke of York for the purpose of 
opposing the queen and her influence in every possible ,va y. 
Although the king had no particular evidence to offer 
against his uncle, he ,vas convinced that he \vas his enemy, 
and had him arrested for high treason. The \vhole country 
,vas astonished at this charge, but the astonishment was 
changed to horror, ,vhen, seventeen days later, the Duke of 
Gloucester was found dead in his bed. Murder ,vas sus- 
pected, but there was no proof of it. Some people even 
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accused the queen of having had a hand in it, but it is not at 
all probable that so young a girl, and one of Margaret's open, 
candid nature, could have been guilty of so foul a deed. 
Eight \veeks later the venerable Cardinal Beaufort died, 
and the young queen was thus deprived of a friend and 
adviser, \vhose large experience and profound wisdom had 
n1ade his counsel so valuable to her. This was, indeed, a 
Inost serious loss, for Henry had not the qualities requisite 
for the governn1ent of a kingdoln, and this duty, therefore, 
fell upon the shoulders of Margaret, \vho ,vas so young that 
she had scarcely learned to govern herself. The king \vas 
absorbed in his studies and in the regulation of the college 
at Eton, that the had just founded. Affairs of state interested 
him but little, so his wife naturally turned for advice to the 
nearest friend of the departed cardinal. This was the Duke 
of Suffolk, a gray-haired statesman and soldier, ,,,ho had 
served in the English anny for thirty-four years. He \vas 
also a Inelnber of the king's cabinet, and his ,vife \vas Mar- 
garet's favorite n1aid of honor. . 
During the interval of peace that the English nation 
enjoyed before they ,vere again forced into \var, Margaret 
laid the foundation for Queen's College. She also tried 
to get the people interested in the Inanufacture of woollen 
and silk goods that had been cOlnlnenced there many years 
before, but the desire for fighting had gro\vn so that it ,vas 
impossible to make those Inen or their sons ,vho had 
fought in France, till the soil or ,veave cloth. The silk 
Inanufacture ,vas chiefly carried on by 'VOlnen, while the 
Inen thirsted for the excitement of war in spite of its 
111lSerles. 
[A.D. 1449.J In 1449 Charles VII. rene\ved hostilities:, 
and in the course of two years had got back IllOSt of the 
to\vns in Normandy. The Duke of York and his party 
blamed "that French ,voman," as they contemptuously 
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called :\Iargaret, for all their losses, and declared that 
the king ,vas fit for a cloister rather than a throne, since 
he left all the affairs of his kingdoIll in the hands of a 
\VOillan. 
The Duke of Yark Inade himself so offensive to l\1argaret 
that she resolved to get rid of him at any cost; she there- 
fore appointed him goyernor of Ireland. This \vas a 
serious nlistake, for it only increased his po\ver. He left 
a strong party in England ,vho ,,,ere opposed to the queen, 
though not openly, and did everything to make her and her 
favorite minister unpopular. They never ceased their 
efforts until they sa\v the Duke of Suffolk first imprisoned, 
then banished, and finally put to death by his enen1Ìes in 
defiance of the cro,vn. 
This tragedy \vas the first of many scenes of blood and 
horror that ,vere in store for England. The misery of the 
lo,ver classes caused by famine and disease \vas so great 
that they rose in rebellion, headed by Jack Cade, ,,"ho 
gathered his rough Illotley forces about him at Blackheath. 
They nUIn bered fifteen thousand, but \vhen they heard that 
King Henry ,vas coming in peArson to fight them, they got 
frightened, and fled to a place called Seven Oaks. 
It ,vas a pity that Queen J\1argaret \vent ,,'ith her 
husband, for although she becalne ,varlike later in life, she 
\vas so little disposed to fight at that time that no sooner 
had He"nry gained a \?ictory than she persuaded him to go 
back \vith her to London. She could scarcely have com- 
mitted a greater error, for the rebels Illistook the king's 
departure for co\vardice, and lllarched straight to the 
llletropolis, ,vhere there is no telling \vhat they \vould have 
done had not the churchmen interfered and calmed the 
stonn. At their approach the king and queen fled to 
!(ellihvorth Castle, and the archbishop took it upon him.. 
self to pardon the rebels if they \vould return in peace to 
their homes. 
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[A.D. 145o.J Cade \vas not pardoned, but \vhen he 
found hiInself deserted by his follo,,'ers he Inade his escape. 
A thousand pounds \"ere offered for his head, and the 
sheriff of Kent, ,,,ho caught hiln, obtained the re\vard. It 
\vas after,vards proved that the Duke of York ,vas at the 
bottoln of this revolt. 
1'he royal couple had no\v taken the Duke of Sonlerset 
into their favor, and though he ,yas exceedingly unpopular 
in England he succeeded to Suffolk's high office. He 
belpnged to the house of Lancaster, and it is said that his 
violent temper caused the beginning of those dreadful 
"\vars of the roses" that lasted for t\venty years. He had 
a dispute \vith War\vick in the Telnple Gardens, and plucked 
a red rose, calling on all the bystanders ,vho sided ,vith 
hiln to do likewise. War,vick- chose a \vhite rose, and did 
the saIne, and forever after the t\VO parties of York and 
Lancaster \vere distinguished by this sign. Instead of 
endeavoring to settle the dispute, Queen Margaret wore 
the red rose, and very ilnprudently declared herself an 
opponent of the other party. 
In tÌ1ne the Duke of York becan1e so po\verful that the 
queen advised her husband to Inake an attack on hÌJn. 
He consented, and Inarched to,vard the \Velsh border, but 
he ,vas too \veak to take a finn stand as he ought to have 
done to crush his enell1Y, and consented to an interview 
,,,ith York, \vho den1anded that SOlnerset should first be 
put under arrest. Henry consented. York then disbanded 
his anny and entered the king's tent quite alotle. In the 
Ineantin1e the queên had contrived to get SOlnerset out of 
the To,ver \vithout Henry's kno\rledge. She then concealed 
hiln behind a curtain of the royal tent, so that he lnight be 
present at the intervie\v. When York assured the king 
that he had taken up anl1S for the sale purpose of bringing 
Somerset to punishrnen
 the concealed duke rushed from 
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his hiding-place and accused his enemy of treason. A 
fierce quarrel ensued, during \vhich the king stood speech- 
less \vith astonishment. As York left the tent he \vas put 
under arrest, probably by the Queen's order; but later, 
\vhen he s\vore fealty to the king at St. Paul's Cathedral, 
he \vas released. 
[A.D. 1452.] About this time Talbot, Earl of Shre\vs- 
bury, one of 1Iargaret's IllOst devoted friends, \vas killed 
in battle. A magnificent volume of sketches that he 
presented to her sho\\'s that he n1ust have had great taste 
for the fine arts. The colored title-page represents the 
king and queen seated side by side Ol} a lo\v divan. 
1\Iargaret \vears a royal cro
\Vn; her hair is of a pale golden 
color, and falls gracefully over her shoulders. Her mantle 
is of royal purple, fastened \vith gems and bands of gold. 
She is beautiful and lna jestic in this picture, and does not 
appear n10re than t\venty years old. Talbot kneels before 
her presenting the vohllne, \vith his dog by his side. Daisies 
are painted in clusters on the title-page, and the Queen's initial 
(1\1) is surrounded by the garter and its n10tto. The ladies 
in attendance \vho stand behind the divan \vear heart- 
shaped caps, fonned of a stuffed roll ornamented \vith gold 
and je\vels, and fastened in a fanciful turban shape over a 
close cap of gold cloth or net-\york brought to a point in 
front and rising at the back of the head. .At the end of 
the volume is an allegorical picture representing 1Iargaret 
and the ladies of her court as the Virtues. 1Iargaret is 
Faith and King Henry appears as Honor. The old earl 
\vas mourned by all classes of people, for he \vas the greatest 
captain of the age. 
[A.D. 1453.] It ,vas in this year that the Queen's dearly 
loved mother died, and a still heavier calan1ity fell upon 
the royal household in the fearful malady that began to 
sho\v itself in the king. He had inherited the brain dis- 
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ease of his grandfather, Charles VI. of France, and the 
trouble in his court had so affected hinl that his reason 
gave \yay under it. l\1argaret \vas therefore cOlnpelled to 
gov
rn alone, \vhether she desired it or no, and, like a good 
\vife, she made every effort to keep her poor ailing husband 
in ignorance of all political disturbance. She had hiln 
removed to his palace at \Vestminster, \yhere he could be 
quiet and kept free froin all exciteinent, and it \vas there 
that his only child, the unfortunate Ed\vard of Lancaster, 
called "The child of sorrow," was born. This boy ,vas 
nalned Ed\vard, and \vas Yark's only rival to the throne. 
He \vas therefore not \VeICOIne to the nation, \vho felt 
that his existence \vould be the cause of nluch Lloodshed 
between the t,vo parties of York and Lancaster. 
At this period Queen Margaret \vas ruling, with the assist- 
ance of Cardinal KeInp, Archbishop of Canterbury, but 
he died a fe\v Inonths after the prince \vas born, and the 
House of Lords sent a comlnittee to the king to request 
hin1 to naine a successor. But poor Henry stared at theln 
without understanding a word they said, and of course 
could make no reply. The Duke of York ,vas then ap- 
pointed defender and protector of the king as long as his 
illness lasted, or until Prince Ed,vard should be old 
enough to ascend the throne. Fiye physicians and sur- 
geons ,vere appointed to attend the royal sufferer and 
\vatch over his health. 
Margaret \vas so wrapped up in her baby, and so worried 
on account of Iter husband's condition, that she took no 
part in these political changes, but her party insisted on 
her having absolute po\ver as queen regent. York objected, 
and had the Duke of SOinerset put under arrest. 
A fe,v 1110nth5 later the king's consciousness suddenly 
returned, and he seemed as though awakening frOln a deep 
sleep. His child was then sho\vn to him, and he noticed 
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the boy for the first tin1e, although he \vas 1110re than a year 
old. The ne,vs of the cardinal's death brought tears to his 
eyes, and he said "that he never kne,v of it till this tÏIne,'J 
and" that one of the ,visest lords in the land ,vas dead." 
There ,vas great rejoicing over the king's recovery, and 
J\Iargaret iU1n1ediately took lneasures to have hirn restored 
to po,ver. Though still \veak, he attended parlialnent and 
replaced SOlnerset in office. But this tril111lph of the 
queen's party did not last long, for the Duke of York 
raised an arn1Y and 111arched to,vards London, intending to 
take the king by surprise. 
Henry had courage, but he could not bear to shed the 
blood of his subjects; ho\vever, there ,vas no help for it 
no\v, so he Inade his headquarters at St. Albans, \vith not 
1110re than t\VO thousand 111en. The Earl of \Var,vick COln- 
Inenced the attack, and the battle, ,yhich lasted only one 
hour, ,vas a desperate one, large nUlnbers being slain on 
both sides. The king ,vas \vounded in the neck, but con- 
tinued to fight until left alone under the royal banner. He 
then ,valked coolly to a baker's shop close by to have the 
\vound attended to. The Duke of York follo,ved him, and 
falling on his knees before the sovereign, said: "Rejoice! 
for the traitor, SOlnerset, is slain." Henry replied: "For 
God's sake stop the slaughter of IllY subjects." York then 
took the \vounded king by the hand and led him to his 
apartlnents in the abbey of St. Albans. On the following 
day they \vent together to London. 
At the approach of the Duke of York's army 1Iargaret 
had retired to Green,vich ,vith her ladies and the little 
prince, \vhere she a,vaited the result of the battle of St. 
Albans \vith great anxiety; and ,,,hen the ne,vs caIne of the 
defeat of her party, and the death of so many of her brave 
friends, she fainted and relnained in a stupor for se\7eral 
hours. The king's \vound \vas so serious that, added to 
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the excitement of the battle, it brought a return of his dis- 
ease. He was not in a condition to attend the next par- 
liament, so the Duke of York appeared in his nalne. 
This ,vas a parliament made up of the queen's enemies, 
who naturally found great fault \vith her management of pub- 
lic affairs. They petitioned the king to appoint the Duke of 
York protector of the realn1, and urged hÌ1n so often and 
strongly to this step that at last he consented. N a sooner 
was this done than the queen ,vas advised to withdraw to 
some quiet spot with her husband and child. She ,vas 
glad to cOlnply, for her mind was so filled ,vith these 
objects of her care that she did not feel capable of any 
other duties. She relnoved to Green,vich Palace, 'where 
she devoted herself to the nursing of the king and the 
education of her boy. But while there she received fre- 
quent visits from the princes of the Lancaster family and 
the young Tudors, Henry's half brothers. Besides these, 
a band of brave young nobles and gentlemen gathered 
around her, panting to avenge the blood of their fathers 
who had fallen at St. Albans. These so strengthened the 
Red Rose party that as soon as the king's health improved 
Margaret felt it her duty to present him again at parlia- 
ment. She therefore held a meeting of her friends and 
made all the arrangements for this step. 
[A.D. 145 6 .J When King Henry entered the House of 
Lords, and addressed theln in a calnl, dignified speech, 
telling them that since by the blessing of God his health 
was so far restored that the kingdoln no longer needed a 
protector, they ,vere so taken by surprise that they inlme- 
diately consented to his resuming the reins of governlnent. 
The Duke of York had not heard of this new move of Queen 
Margaret's, and happened to be absent. When an order 
reached him next day, signed by the king, requesting him 
to resign his office, he was so chagrined that he retired to 
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the country. Henry Beaufort, heir to the late Duke of 
Somerset, ,vas then appointed prime minister. 
The poor queen had her hands full, for not only ,vas she 
obliged to keep constantly prolllpting her husband how to 
àct, but she took great pains to allluse him and to preserve in 
him a cahll, peaceful state of 111ind. :L\linstrels ,,-ere gath- 
ered frOlll all parts of the country, and ,veIl paid for reciting 
and playing to him, and daily requests came from nobles 
and other subjects for leave to go on pilgrimages to the 
different shrines to pray for his health. This had a very 
soothing influence and filled King Henry's mind \vith hope. 
I\largaret sho\ved a great deal of wisdolll and prudence 
in the ,yay she exercised her po,ver at this tillle, and feel- 
ing a desire to kno\v \vhether she \vas popular ,,,ith her 
subjects, she resolved to travel \vith the king and the little 
prince through some of the midland counties and spend a 
short time at Coventry. Every,vhere the royal party were 
received ,vith great enthusiasm, and processions \vere got up 
in their honor. I\1argaret \von her ,vay to all hearts that 
were not prejudiced against her, and during her stay at Cov- 
entry the citizens became so devoted to her that the nan1e 
of their to,vn \vas changed to "J\largaret's Safe Harbor." 
N o'v the French and Scotch thought that as there \vere 
t\VO parties in England it \vas a good time to attack them, 
but they Inade a great mistake, for although the nation 
\vere divided alllong thelllselves, they became one as soon 
as a foreign po,ver dared to attack them. A general con- 
gress of the t\VO parties \vas called, and presided over by 
the lord-mayor, \vho \vas appointed guardian of the pub1ic 
peace. A treaty \vas formed after t\VO lllonths of debate 
and quarrel, \vhen the king and .queen made a public entry 
into London. The feast of the Annunciation \vas kept as 
a day of public thanksgiving for the peace that reigned 
between the houses of York and Lancaster, and ,vhen the .. 
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procession ,vas fanned to march to St. Paul's Cathedral, 
the earls ,vho had been the ch
adliest foes headecrït, \valking 
ann in arln. The king follo,ved alone, and just behind 
hini caIne the Duke of York, leading Margaret by the 
hand. All appeared to be on the n10st loving tenns, and 
the happiness of the citizens of London lnanifested itself 
in their cheering, bonfires and other signs ðf rejoicing. 
T'his patched-up, Inake-believe peace lasted only a short 
tilne, for the Duke of York ,vas at that tin1e lord adn1iral 
of the ,vhole English navy, and ,vith so 111uch power he 
\vas not likely to relnain long inactive. 
[A.D. 1459.J The follo,ving year the queen made a tour 
through SaIne of the counties of England ,vith her husband, 
for the benefit of his health, as she said, though her real 
object ,vas to gain favor for her son, then a n10st engaging 
child of six years. So ,veIl did she succeed that at the bat- 
tle of Blare-heath, ,vhich ,vas fought shortly after, ten 
thousand n1en ,vore the Prince of \Vales' livery. King 
Henry ,vas dangerously ill ,,,hen this battle ,vas fought. 
The Yorkists ,vere victorious, and their leader boldly 
asserted his right to the cro,vn. 
But Margaret ,vas not crushed by defeat; on the contrary, 
her energies ,vere aroused, and she detern1ined to take up 
anns herself to fight the cause of her husband and son. 
The ,varlike blood of Charlen1agne ,vas thrilling in her veins, 
and she "'as the countrY\VOlnan of Joan of AIC, ,vho had 
proved herself such a successful ,,,arrior. She \vent to Cov- 
entry, ,vhere sh.p succeeded in getting together another anny. 
By this tÎ1ne the king's health had so far ilnproved that she 
persuaded hin1 to lnarch to Ludlo,v and meet the Duke of 
York on the battle-field. 
In the meantiine Margaret had so increased her popularity 
that Inany of the Yorkist soldiers refused to fight against 
her husband. The duke ,vas taken aback at this, and cir- 
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culated a report of the king's death, and caused a mass to 
be sung in camp for the repose of his soul. Hearing of 
this, the queen caused a pardon to be proclaiIned in the 
king's nanle for all \"ho \,"ould return to their allegiance. 
The Yorkist leaders did not believe in this offer of par- 
don until Henry, urged on by his courageous \vife.. advanced 
to the very gates of Luàlo\v Castle and proclaimed it again. 
Then so many soldiers of the other side deserted that the 
duke made his escape and ,vent to Calais, leaving his ,vife 
and her t\VO younger sons to defend the castle. They "'ere 
taken prisoners, and the "'hole to"'11 ,vas destroyed. 
1Iargaret \vas delighted \vith the success of her first canl- 
paign, but she did not enjoy her triumph yery long, for the 
Earl of \'Tarwick, who ,vas a more determined enemy than 
York, brought a band of experienced soldiers froln Calais, 
and gathering all his forces, made a tremendous charge on 
the Lancaster troops, killing ten thousand of them in t\VO 
short hours, and capturing King Henry. The queen ,vas 
stationed near enough to receive the dreadful ne\\'s \vithin 
an hour, and nlade her escape ,,'ith her son to a fortress in 
the north of \Vales, ,vhere she ,vas honorably received and 
protected by a courageous chieftain of that country. 
Nobody kne\v ,,,here she ,vas hidden, not even the king, 
,vho ,vas taken to London and carefully guarded. 
As soon as York heard of the victory of his party he 
entered the city of Londo
 at the head of five hundred 
horselnen, \vith a s\vord of state borne before hiln. He 
rode straight to \"\r estIninster, and, entering the House of 
Lords, \valked to the throne, and laid his right hand on it 
\vith a look around among the peers that implied he a,vaited 
an invitation to take his seat there. Not a ,vord ,vas 
spoken. At length the Archbishop of Canterbury broke 
the dead silence, and asked him, "if he ,,,auld be pleased 
to visit the king." "I know of no one in the realnl \vho 



3 0 4 


The Queens of England. 


ought not rather to visit me," he replied, haughtily, and left 
the house.' 
The peers then referred i.t to Henry to decide \vhether he 
or the Duke of York had the legal claim to the throne. 
He replied: ., l\1y father was king; his father was also 
king; I have worn the cro\vn forty years from my cradle; 
you have all s"rorn fealty to me as your sovereign, and your 
fathers have done the like to my father and grandfather. 
How, then, can my right be disputed?" Nevertheless, the 
king agreed that if he \vere permitted to wear the cro\vn 
during his life, he would resign it, at his death, to the Duke 
of York or his heirs. He ,vas next cOlnpelled to order the 
return of his váfe and son. 
All the hre in Margaret's nature was aroused at hearing 
ho\v the rights of her boy had been surrendered, but she 
was without an army, and what could she do? Suddenly 
it occurred to her to seek assistance fron1 the King of Scot- 
land. He ,vas the son of a Lancaster princess, and his wife 
was a friend and relation of l\1argaret. She caused a 
report to be circulated that she ,vas raising an arn1Y in 
France, then ,vent secretly to Scotland, and \vithin eight 
days after her husband's order for return had been received 
she crossed the Scottish border at the head of the forces 
she had gathered there, and unfurled the banner qf the 
Red Rose. Her nUlnbers \vere increased by knights from 
all the northern counties of England, and before the leaders 
of the White Rose party \vere aware of her being in the 
country at all, she presented herself at the gates of York. 
The duke ,vas so taken by surprise at this bold movelnent 
on the part of the queen that he shut hilllself up in his strong 
Castle of Sandal to a\vait the arrival of his son. But l\lar- 
garet followed him up, and defied hiln day after day to meet 
her in the field, calling him a co\vard for being afraid of a 
woman, until he arranged his forces for battle, hoping to 
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frighten her a,vay. He soon sa,v his mistake though, for 
Margaret ,vas not in the least daunted at the sight of his 
,varriors. She did not play the Amazon herself by fighting, 
but she directed her o,vn forces, under the conllnand of 
SOIl1erset, in such a ,vay as to enclose the Y orkists from all 
sides in a net, as it \vere, and in less than half an hour t,vo 
thousand of theln lay dead on the field, the duke himself 
among the number. Lord Clifford cut off the dead leader's 
head, cro,vned it ,vith paper, and presented it on the point 
of his lance to Queen l\Iargaret, saying: "
Iadam, your 
,var is done; here is your king's ransonl." 
She shuddered at first and turned a" ay, then suddenly 
remembering all the trouble this Jnan had given her, she 
looked again and slniled in satisfaction. She then ordered 
the head to be placed over the gates of York, and that of 
the Earl of Salisbury, ,yho ,vas her prisoner, to be placed 
beside it, adding, that rOOln lnust be left for those of the 
Earls of l\Iarch, York's son, and \Var,vick, ,vhich she intend- 
ed should keep theln cOlnpany. This ,vas a grave mistake, 
and added much to the fury of her enenlies, ,,,ho stopped 
at no deed of cruelty and horror after that. 
Her next step ,,,as to try to rescue her husband, for ,vhich 
purpose she hurried on to London. But she ,vas met at 
St. j\lban's by 'Var\vick's forces leading the king in their 
train. A furious battle ensued, but l\Iargaret's stout north- 
ern soldiers ,vere too lnnch for the Londoners, and ,,,hen 
night came all the Y orkists fled, leaving the king behind. 
One of his attendants hastened to the queen's quarters to 
infonn her that her lord ,vas near, "Thereupon she fle,v to 
embrace him. AccoInpanied by the Prince of "Tales and 
some of the northern lords, they ,,,ent to the Abbey church 
of St. Albans to return thanks to God for the king's deliv- 
erance. They ,,,ere received by the abbot and monks, ,vho 
prepared apartlnents for theln in the abbey, ,,'here they 
remained for a ,,,hile. 



3 08 


The Queens of England. 


But 1\largaret's better feelings \vere all changed by the 
hard experience she had had, and in her desire for further 
vengeance she Inade so Inany lllistakes that she turned the 
good-,vill of the Londoners to,vards her into hatred, and 
they refused to let her enter the city. So she relnoved ,vith 
her troops to\vards the northern counties, her husband and 
son accolnpanying her. Then Ed\vard of York entered Lon- 
don in triunlph. He ,vas received by the citizens as their 
deliverer, and proclaÏ1ned king by the voice of the people 
under the title of Ed,,,ard IV. 
This \vas considered the death-blo\v to the house of Lan- 
caster, but not by the persistent Margaret, \vho in the 
course of a fe\v days rallied an anny of sixty thousand 
men. Her generals, SOlllerset and Clifford, persuaded her 
to stay \yith her husband and son, ,vhile they engaged 
Echvard and the Earl of \Var,vick, first at Ferrybridge and 
then at To,vton. A heavy sno,v-stornl that fell in the faces 
of the Lancastrians so blinded thelll that their arro,vs did 
not take effect, ,,,hile those of their enelny covered the field 
,vith forty thousand of their dead. 

largaret fled to Scotland, and Ed,vard IV. forbade all 
his subjects under pain of death to hold any sort of COIll- 
lllunication \vith her or her husband; yet there ,vere many 
faithful hearts ready to sacrifice life and fortune to the 
heroine of the Red Rose. She and Louis XI., then on 
the throne of France, ,vere first cousins, and had been 
brought up together. 1'0 hin1 she now turned for aid, but 
he received her coldly \vhen she threw herself at his feet, 
merely offering" her a sum of nloney providing she \vould 
give hilll Calais if she could not return it ,vi thin a year. .I 
The people of England objected to this, and thought that 
as Calais \vas not hers to give she had COllllllitted treason 
in making the promise. 
After five months' absence she returned to England with 
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t\VO thousand volunteers, obtained more assistance from 
the Scotch, and got possession of several important fort- 
resses. 
. In the spring the battle of Hexham ,vas fought, the Y ork- 
ists being victorious. 1\largaret fled \vith her son to the 
nearest forest, ,,'here, after \vandering about for a\\'hile, she 
fell in \vith a gang of robbers, \vho stole everything of value 
that she had about her. \\"hile they \vere quarrelling over 
the division of the spoils, she snatched up her boy and ran 
a\vay to the nearest thicket. \Vhen evening came on she 
crept out of h
r hiding-place, dreading above all things 
lest she might fall in \vith a band of Ed,yard's troops, 
\vhen by the light of the moon she beheld a robber of 
gigantic size advancing to\vards her \vith a dra\vn s\vord. 
Taking her son by the hand she bravely advanced to\vards 
the lnan \vith all her natural dignity of bearing and said: 
"Here, n1Y friend, save the son of your king." The rob- 
ber \vas struck \vith astonishn1ent, and dropping his s\vord, 
offered to conduct theln to a place of safety, telling the 
queen that he \vas a Lancastrian gentlelnan \vho had been 
ruined in King Henry's ser\.ice. Taking the prince in his 
arn1S he led Queen 11argaret to a cave in the forest, \vhere 
his \vife recei\'ed theln and pro\'ided refreshlnents. There 
the fugitives relnained for 1\\'0 days. On the third their 
hiding-place \vas discovered by the devoted follo\vers \vho 
\vere determined to stand by 11argaret to the very end. 
These \"ere Pierre de Brezé, one of her o\vn countrymen, 
his squire, Barville, and an English gentlelnan. 
[A.D. 1463.J Froln them l\Iargaret heard of the escape 
of her husband and of the dreadful fate of her faithful 
friends, Somerset, Hungerford, and Roos, "Tho had been 
captured and beheaded in the public lnarket-place of Hex- 
haln \vithout trial. 
On leaving the hut of the generous outla\v, the queen 
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thanked him and his ,vife váth tears in her eyes. Her 
friends had offered thenl llloney, "Thich they had refused, 
and l\1argaret had nothing left to give them. "Of all I 
have lost," she said, " I regret nothing so nluch as the 
po,ver to recolnpense such virtue." She then proceeded 
to Scotland, reaching there only after a great deal of hard- 
ship and danger, to find that her presence caused great 
uneasiness to the king, \vho feared that it Inight be the 
nleans of bringing hÜn into trouble \vith England. 
She enlbarked for Flanders, "There sonle of the ladies of 
the court had taken refuge, accolnpanied by the prince, the 
faithful de Brezé, and about t\\'o hundred of those ruined 
Lancastrians \\'ho still had faith in her. 
\Vhen she arrived at St. Pol, the Duke of Burgundy not 
only received her ,vith honors and gave a festival to \vel- 
conle her, but he also dssisted her váth-lTIOney. rro each 
of her ladies he presented a hundred cro,vns, to de Brezé, 
who had spent the ,vhole of his fortune in Ivlargaret's ser- 
vice, a thousand, and to the queen herself an order for 
t\velve thousand cro\vns. This princely behavior on the 
part of the duke was like heaping coals of fire on Mar- 
garet's head, for she had ahvays despised hÏIn, and had been 
heard to say more than once, "that if by any chance he 
,vere to fall into her hands she ,vould Inake the axe pass 
between his head and his shoulders." He sYlnpathized 
váth her lllisfortunes, and entertained her in a \vay beconl- 
ing her station, but he \vould give her no political aid nor 
allo\v any of his subjects to take part in her quarrel. As 
his guest she \vas welcome so long as she chose to stay, 
and when she left he provided her ,,,ith an escort. 
Margaret next visited her sister Y olante, Countess of 
Vaudelnonte, and then her father offered one of his ancient 
castles in Verdun for her residence, \vhere, \vith a fe,v of 
her ruined friends, she devoted herself to the education of 
the 'last tender bud of the Red Rose of Lancaster. 
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After King Henry's escape at the battle of Hexham, he 
"1andered about, hiding himself in the house of one friend 
or another, but n10st of the time in a caye, until he ,vas 
b
trayed by a monk, and taken to London under arrest. 
There he ,vas treated most brutally by a n10b, and after 
being led through the streets by the Earl of '" ar\vick, ,,-ho 
kept shouting "Treason, treason, and behold the traitor!" 
he \vas locked up in the To\ver. 
It seelns that Ed\vard I'T. still feared l\Iargaret's po\ver 
in England, for he had the coasts guarded to preyent her 
return, and put to the torture seyeral persons ,,'ho ,,,ere 
only suspected of haying assisted her ,vith n10ney. 
T\vo years later there ,vas a great change in the politics 
of England, and the Earl of '" ar\"ick took up arms to 
driye the king from his throne. But he failed and \vas 
obliged to fly to France, ,vhere Louis received hÍIn. N O\V 
1\Iargaret's relations sa,y a chance for regaining for her the 
throne she had lost, so they an united in trying to bring 
about an interyie\\' bet\"een her and her bitter enel11Y. At 
first she shuddered at the thought of eyer seeing hÍIn, but 
\vhen he becan1e very humble, offered the most plausible 
excuses for his conduct, and s\vore to defend her and her 
son \yith all the po\"er he had once used in opposing theIn, 
she consented to pardon hÍIn and influenced her son to do 
the same. The Earl of Oxford also obtained her pardon. 
Prince Ed\vard \"as then eighteen years of age, and had 
fallen in love \"ith Anne, the Earl of "7 ar\yick's second 
daughter. 1\largaret did all she could to oppose - this 
match, but she ,vas at last ,yon over, and the 111arriage \vas 
solemnized the follo\ving August, 1470. 
In the meantilne '" ar\vick had raised an army to take 
to England, \"hither he \vent as soon as the \vedding 
cere1110nies \"ere over. His ,vife, Queen l\Iargaret, Prince 
Ed\vard and his bride then ,vent to Paris by inyitatiol1 frOln 
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Louis XI. The streets of the city \vere magnificently 
decorated and hung \vith rich tapestry, and all the officers 
turned out in grand procession to con
uct the royal party 
to the palace of St. Paul, that had been fitted up for their 
reception. I t ,vas there that ne\vs came of the landing of 
the Earl of Warwick in England, and of his success in 
liberating King Henry and placing him on the throne once 
more. 
[A.D. 147 I.] Then Margaret ,vith all her party resolved 
to return. In February the preparations \vere completed, 
and the fleet set sail frOITI Harfleur. But wind and ,veather 
\vere against them, and after three titnes being driven back 
to the coast of Normandy, ,vith great dalnage to the ships, 
they resolved to wait. 
When at last they \vere able to sail again, they \vere 
sixteen days and nights making a voyage that usually took 
twelve hours. After landing, they repaired to an abbey, 
where they were celebrating Easter when the dreadful news 
caIne of the death of Warwick and the recapture of King 
Henry. 
For the first time in her life the poor queen \vas 
completely crushed, and \vished she lnight die rather than 
live for the misery that \vas yet in store for her. SOlne of 
the Lancastrian nobles sought her out, and expressed their 
intention of continuing the fight against Ed\vard IV., and 
at last so aroused her from the despondent state into \vhich 
she had fallen that she consented to aid them. Placing 
herself at the head of an army that they had raised, she 
marched thirty-seven lniles in one day, and met her eneIny 
within a mile of Te\vksbury. 
When all arrangen1ents were made for the battle, 
Margaret rode about the field from rank to rank, encourag- 
ing the soldiers \vith prolnises of large rewards if they ,von 
the victory. It proved a sorry day for the Lancaster cause, 
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and \vhen Queen Margaret saw her troops wofully defeated 
she fell do\vn in a s\voon. She \vas carried from the battle- 
field to a small convent near by, \vhere her daughter-in-law 
and some of her ladies a\vaited her. She \vas thus spared 
\vitnessing the fall of her son, \vho \vas killed near the close 
of the battle; but ",hen the dreadful truth \vas brought to 
her: she cursed King Ed\vard and all his posterity in her- 
agony of grief. 
When this \vas repeated to the king, he thought of putting 
her to death, but \vith a refinement of cruelty that ,vas even 
\vorse, he forced her and the unfortunate Princess of "Tales 
to take part in his triumphal entry to London. Margaret 
,vas then shut up in the dismal prison \vhere her husband 
had been for five years, but she beheld him never again, 
for he \vas murdered the very night of her arrival in the 
gloomy fortress of the To\ver. 
King René sacrificed his inheritance of Provence to 
Louis XI. for the liberation of his daughter 1\largaret. 
Then an agreement having been made bet\veen the Kings 
of France and England for her ransom, in August, 147 5, she 
landed in France, \vith three ladies and seven gentlemen 
sent by her father to escort her. Thirty years before she 
had left the shores of her native land a monarch's bride in 
all the pride and flush of youthful beauty; she returned a 
broken-hearted, childless \vido,v, for whose afflictions it \vas 
treason to shed a tear. 


" Ambition, pride, the rival names 
Of York and Lancaster, 
\Vith all their long-contested claims, 
\Yhat were they then to her? " 


[A.D. 1479.] She died in the fifty-first year of her age, 
and \vas buried in the Cathedral of Angers, in the" same 
tornb \"ith her royal parents, 


. 



CHAPTER XIX. 


ELIZ.A.BETH 'VOODVILLE, Q..UEEN OF EDWARD IV. 
(A.D. 1431-1492.) 


WHEN Elizabeth \Voodville \vas lnaid of honor to Queen 
l\Iargaret of Anjou she little supposed that she \vould ever 
ascend the throne of England, yet that \vas her destiny not 
lnany years later. 
But, first, she becalne the \vife of John Grey, son and 
heir of the \vealthy Lord Ferrers, VdlO oV
Tned the donlain of 
Bradgate, \vhere she lived until her husband's death. John 
Grey \vas a brave, handsolne lnan of twenty-five \vhen he 
married Elizabeth, and occupied the iInportant position of 
leader of Queen l\largaret's cavalry. He ,vas killed at the 
second battle of St. Albans, leaving his young \vife .with t\VO 
little children, nalned Tholnas and Richard, both under 
four years of age. By the cruel fortunes of \yar these little 
ones \"ere deprived of their inheritance of Bradgate, and so, 
\vith their 111other, \vent to live at the Castle of Grafton, \\'hich 
belonged to the Duchess of Bedford, Elizabeth's n10ther. 
One day \yhen Echvarcl IV. \vas hunting in the forest of 
\Yl1ittlebury, the young \viclow \vaylaid hÎIll, and thro\ving 
herself at his feet, pleaded earnestly for the restoration of 
Bradgate to her fatherless boys, \\"ho stood by her side. 
Struck by her beauty and do\vncast looks, the king listened 
attentively to her request, and not only granted it, but fell 
in love \vith her on the spot. This intervic\v took place 
beneath the shade of a \vide-spre'ading tree that is kno\vn 
to this day as the Queen's Oak. 
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[A.D. 1464.] Elizabeth met her royal lover many tilnes 
after that in the saIne place, and \vhen the Duchess of Bed- 
ford, \vho \vas a most alnbitious and manæuvring mother, 
found out ho\v lnatters stood, she arranged for a private 
n1arriage, which took place J\Iay I, 1464, in the town of 
Grafton. 
The king's mother became very angry \vhen she heard of 
this unequal match, for she ,vas queen at that period, and 
could not bear to resign her place to the daughter of a man 
,vho began his career as a poor squire. Ho\vever, it \vas 
too late to lalnent, and in the autulnn the bride \vas led 
by the young Duke of Clarence to the abbey-church of 
Reading, \vhere the king took her by the hand, and pre- 
sented her to the council of peers assembled there as his 
la\vfully wedded \vife. Elizabeth appeared that day in a 
dress of rich blue and gold brocade with a long, full train 
bordered \yith ermine. The sleeves and body \vere tight, 
and a band of ennine around the neck, and, passing down 
either side of the open skirt in front, displayed a rich satin 
petticoat. Over her yello\v hair, which fell loosely do\vn her 
back, she ,yore a lofty crown. A costly pearl necklace 
encircled her throat. 
Queen Elizabeth soon gained unbounded influence over 
the mind of her husband, \vhich she too frequently exerted 
for the advancement of her o\vn relatives. She had a soft 
, 
caressing voice, and ahvays assulned an air of hUlnility, 
\vhen desirous of gaining a point, that had its \veight \vith 
Edward. The ackno\vledgment of the king's lnarriage ,vas 
followed by a series of the most brilliant feasts and tour- 
naments ever \vitnessed in England. 
The coronation of the ne\v queen took place at West- 
minster Abbey, May 26th. That morning the king had 
knighted thirty-t\vO citizens, \vho preceded the queen's litter 
on horseback. After the coronation, ,vhich was conducted 
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\vith gr
at solelnnity, a grand banquet \vas held, the royal 
couple presiding. 
Elizabeth ,vas Inost unfortunate in soon incurring the 
ill-,vill of \Var\vick, the prÏ1ne n1inister, ,vho had been all- 
po\yerful in England for several years. I t was increased 
by the influence gained through her instrlunentality by the 
various Inelnbers of her fan1ily. Before long, the popular 
rage ,vas excited against the Woodvilles, and England \vas 
in a state of insurrection. 
[A.D. 1469.J rfhe queen's father and one of her broth- 
ers concealed thelnselves in a forest, but ,vere discovered 
and beheaded, ,vithout judge or jury. This \vas a dreadful 
blo\v to Elizabeth, \vho ,vas ,vannly attached to her fau1ily. 
The king ,vent north to inquire into the cause of the out- 
rage, but could not get back for a long tilne because \Var- 
\vick and the Duke of Clarence kept hiln under a kind of 
restraint; ho\vever he escaped at last, and got back to 
London. Then \Var\vick and Clarence ,vere so frightened 
at having interfered \yith the king's lllovelnents that they 
got a\vay \vith their falnilies as quickly as possible and ,vent 
to France. 
All this tilne the queen ,vas safely lodged in the To\ver. 
But it ,vas not very long before VVar\vick returned to Eng- 
land, and Ed\vard caIne so near falling into his hands again 
that he fled half-dressed one night just as the troùps 
approached the castle, and elnbarked on board a ship at 
Lvnn. 
.I 
Elizabeth "ras so alarlned for her o\vn safety and that of 
her fan1Ïly that she went at once to a gloolny lnonastery, 
called the Sanctuary, \vhere her mother and her three 
.daughters, Elizabeth, Mary, and Cicely, accolnpanied her. 
[A.D. 147o.J It ,vas there that the first son of Edward 
IV. was born. He was named after his father, and chris- 
tened with as little ceremony as though he had been the 
son of the poorest man in the kingdom. 
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By the time the little prince \vas five months old, the 
Duke of Clarence had parted fronl ", ar\vick, and Echvard 
returned to London, ,,,here he ,vas \"arnl1y received. He 
hastened to Ineet his fan1ily, and relnovecl then1 fron1 the 
Sanctuary to his I110ther's palace, Castle Baynard. Several 
battles that he fought and ,von after his return put an end 
to so Inany of Ech"ard's opponents - alnong theln \\Tar- 
\vick, the most forn1Ìdable - that the house of York \vas at 
last fìnnly established in po,ver and the rebellion crushed. 
Then follo\ved several years of peace, \vhen the royal 
falnily \"ere settled at \\Tinclsor or at \\T estIninster, holding 
court ,yith great state and splendor. 
King Ed\vard's second son, Prince Richard, Duke of 
York, \vas born during this season of en jOYlnent, and \\'hen 
he \vas five years old he \vas fonnally l1larried to Anne 

Iowbray, infant heiress of the Duchy of X orfolk, aged 
three. 
The follo\ying spring the singular death of the Duke of 
Clarence occurred. He had been condelllned to execution 
for an offence against the king, his brother, but one Inorning 
he \vas found dro\vned in a butt of Inaln1sey. Clarence 
,vas in the habit of drinking to excess, and it \yas supposed 
that he fell into the butt of his favorite \yine ,yhile in a state 
of intoxication. 
[A.D. 1483.J In 1483 King Ed\vard ,vas seized \vith an 
attack of fever that resulted in death. After lying in state 
for several clays his body \vas interred ,,'ith great p0111p in 
the Chapel of St. George. 
Queen Elizabeth \vas left in a more unprotected state 
this tÎ1ne than \yhen her first husband died. The young 
king \vas pursuing his studies at Ludlo,v Castle, under the 
care of her brother, Lord Rivers. Elizabeth proposed to 
the council that he should be at once escorted to London 
\vith a po\verful anny, but Lord Hastings, \vho presided, 
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could see no necessity for such a step, and so, unfortu- 
nately for young Ed\vard, it was not taken. 
I\Iean\vhile the Duke of Gloucester, \vho was in Scot- 
land, caused Ed\vard \T. to be proclaiIned at York, and 
\"rote such a kind, deferential letter to the queen, that she 
felt she had a friend in this first prince of the blood. 
The council then conunanded Earl Rivers to bring the 
young king to London, and Elizabeth \vas eagerly a\vaiting 
hiln, \"hen ne\vs \vas brought to her that the Dukes of 
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Gloucester and Buckinghaln had met him with an armed 
force, seized his person, and arrested Earl Rivers and Lord 
Richard Grey, \vho \vere \vith hin1. The poor n10ther could 
scarcely believe such an astonishing report. As soon as 
the Archbishop of York heard \vhat had happened, he took 
the great seal and carried it to Elizabeth, assuring her that 
if an attelnpt \vere Inade to cro\vn anybody but her eldest 
son he \vould take it upon hilnself to cro\vn Richard. But, 
when on the following day, he sa\v the Thalnes covered \vith 
boatloads of Gloucester's soldiers, placed there to watch 
the queen, he regretted what he had done, and \vent to the 
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Sanctuary, \vhere Elizabeth had taken refuge \vith the 
Duke of York, to get the seal back again. 
The 4th of l\Iay had been appointed for the coronation 
of Ed\vard V. He entered the city surrounded by a retinue 
of the Duke of Gloucester's officers, headed by the treach- 
erous duke hiInself, and, under SOine pretence, ,vas lodged 
in the 
oyal apartinents of the 1'0\ver, the coronation hav- 
ing been postponed for sOlne trivial reason. 


BLOODY TOWER. 


Gloucester's next object ,vas to get possession of Prince 
Richard. He ,,,ould have taken hÜl1 by force, but the 
Archbishop of Canterbury took it upon hill1self to persuade 
Elizabeth to give hiln up. This he accolnplished, after a 
great deal of persuasion, by ,yorking upon her syn1pathies 
and telling her of the loneliness of her eldest son, Ed,vard, 
\vho ,vas pining for a plaYlllate. At last it \vas agreed that 
the child should go to his brother until after the corona- 
tion, for \vhich preparations ,,'ere going on night nnd day. 
But the Duke of Gloucester intended that no such coro- 
nation should ever take place, so he brought shalneful 
accusations against Elizabeth and her children, put several 
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of her adherents to death, and finally had himself crowned 
King of England on thé 26th of June. 
In less than a 1110nth froln that date the two little princes, 
\"hOln he had kept shut up in the To\ver, \vere 111urdered 
by his order. It is ilnpossible to describe the agony of the 
poor lnother \\'hen she learned the fate of her t\"O dear 
little boys. She cried to God for vengeance on the ,,'retch 
\"ho had cOlnlnitted so foul a crime. Only a fe\v lnonths 
later Richard of Gloucester's only son, for \vho
e advance- 
ment he had shed so luuch innocent blood, died. 
Elizabeth \vas forced to sublnit to the ,,,ill of the usurper, 
\vhose acts of tyranny rendered her existence bitter in the 
extrelne. But she liyed to see her daughter Elizabeth 
on the throne of England, as the \vife of Henry VII., and 
her o\\'n restoration to liberty. 
[A.D. 1492.J She died in 1492, attended in her last ill 
ness by the 1110st affectionate care of her daughter. Her 
funeral \"as conducted \"ith the uÌlnost sin1plicity, and she 
\vas buried at St. George's Chapel, in the ton1b \"ith 
Ed\vard I\T. The J110nUl11ent is of steel
 representing a 
double gate bet\"een t\\'o ancient Gothic to\\'ers. On a flat 
stone, at the foot of this 11l0nU111ent, is engraved: 
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CHAPTER XX. 


ANNE OF 'VAR'VICK, 
UEEN OF RICHARD III. 
(A.D. 1454-1485.) 


FE'V ,vomen living only to the age of thirty-one, have 
kno\vn as much suffering and sorro\v as came to 
he lot of 
Anne of vVar\vick in that liInited space of time. The 
greater part of her childhood ,vas passed at Calais, but she 
was in England ,vith her father, the Earl of 'V\T ar\vick, at 
intervals during the struggles bet\veen the houses of York 
and Lancaster, in ,vhich he took such a prominent part, 
and fled ,vith him in terror after Ed\vard IV. escaped from 
his clutches. The misery and danger of that flight to 
France came to an end at last, and then succeeded a fe,v 
months of genuine happiness for this young girl. 
[A.D. 1470.] The treaty concluding her marriage 
with Edward of Lancaster having been duly concluded, 
Anne \vas united to him shortly after her return to France, 
only to be deprived of his beloved companionship \yithin the 
year, for he \vas killed at the battle of Te\vksbury, and she 
was left a \vido\v at seventeen. The Duke of Gloucester, 
being Anne's cousin, had seen a great deal of her during 
her childhood, for they were nearly of the same age, and 
had shared each other's pastimes. But he had such a 
dreadful temper, and \yas, besides, so disagreeable, being 
humpbacked and ungainly, that Anne ,vas not fond of hÎIn. 
He, on the contrary, ,vas so lnuch in love ,vith her, that no 
sooner \vas she free to marry than he determined to n1ake 
her his \vife. 
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Being under the saIne charge of treasòn that included her 
mother and Queen Margaret, after the Duke of Gloucester 
had assumed the reins of government, she ,vas in his power. 
But she tried hard to elude his attentions and even ,vent so 
far as to take a situation in a house in London disguised 
as a cook. The wily hun1pback found her out, however, 
and placed her in a convent for safe-keeping. After a time 
she ,vas pennitted to seek the protection of her uncle, the 
.A.rchbishop of York, but his arrest left her again exposed 
to the persecutions of her hated cousin, ,vho, by a series of 
,vicked deeds, forced her at last to lnarry hin1. 
[.A.D. 1473.J T'he ceren10ny took place at \\Testminster 
in 1473, and then poor Anne \vas more unhappy than ever. 
She lived at I\Iiddlehan1 Castle in Yorkshire, ,vhere, for a 
tin1e at least, she \vas riel of her hated tyrant of a husband, 
for he ,vas engaged fighting the Scotch, and only returned 
after the death of Ecl\varcl I V., as 111entioned in the last 
reIgn. 
In 1474 the son \vas born for "Thon1 the Earl of Glouces- 
ter had so foully steeped his soul in crÎ1ne. This child \vas 
Anne's one source of c0l11fort and joy, and on him she lav- 
ished all her affections. 
A fe\v days after his return frolll Scotland the Duke of 
Gloucester started, as \ye haye seen, \vith a troop of soldiers 
to intercept his nephe\", Ecl\vard V., on his way to London, 
and proceeded \vith the hapless boy in his charge. 
Anne joined her husband after he had caused the murder 
of his two nephe\vs in the To\ver, and shared the coronation 
for \vhich he had cOlnmitted so Inany shameful and out- 
rageous deeds. The very preparations that had been made 
for the coronation of Edward V. served to grace that cere- 
mony ,,-hen his cruel uncle usurped his rights, and the 
saIne day Gloucester's son, Edward, was created Prince of 
Wales. 
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A banquet succeeded, and every detail of the entire cere- 
mony ,vas conducted \yith great splendor. Then the 
royal couple, attended by the prince, passed through the 
metropolis in procession and took up their abode at \Vind- 
sor Castle. Later they kept court in grand style at 
\Var\vick Castle for a ,veek, and after\vards travelled 
through the kingdoln. At York these ne\y sovereigns ,vere 
crowned once more, and soon after Richard III. ,vas re- 
called to London on account of an insurrection headed by 
the Duke of Buckinghau1. Anne accompanied him, leaving 
her son under the protection of friends in the north, \yhere 
she thought he ,,,ould be safer than in London. She never 
beheld the child again, for he died during her absence. 
The shock caused by this sudden and dreadful calamity so 
crushed the unfortunate Inother that her health began to 
decline. 
\Vhen she ,vas ill and suffering her \yicked husband was 
more unkind to her than ever. He seelned anxious to be 
rid of her, and shed only a fe\v hypocritical tears ,vhen she 
died. 
In 1485 the heart-broken Anne of \Var\vick ,vas buried 
at \Vestminster, not far from the altar. 
Richard III. \vas killed at the battle of Bos\vorth ,vithin 
the year. 


DUNGEO
 TOWER. 



CHAPTER XXI. 


ELIZABE1'II OF YORK, QYEE
 OI
'" HENRY VII. 
(...\..D. 1466-1503.) 


THIS princess was the daughter of Ed\vard IV. and Eliza- 
beth \V oodville, \yhose secret n1arriage caused so Inuch 
trouble. She ""as shut up in the sanctuary ,,,hile her father's 
throne ,vas in jeopardy, and danced at the balls giyen to 
celebrate his restoration. She ,,,as at that tÏ111e only six 
years old, and \"hen she reached the advanced age- of nine 
her hand had been pro111ised in 111arriage four tiu1es as a 
peace-offering froln her father to other Inonarchs. 
Elizabeth \vas \vell educated, for at a ycry early age she 
could read and ,,,rite her o\vn language, as ,veIl as French 
and Spanish. She ,vas sixteen \vhen her little brothers 
\"ere murdered in the To\ver, and her love for thel11 had 
been so great that she grieyed yery deeply over their cruel 
fate. Her engagelnent \vith IIenry of Riclll11ond, \vho 
after\vards ascended the throne, turned her attention froln 
this dreadful eyent sOlne\"hat. :Elizabeth \vas separated 
fron) her Inother ,,
hen they left the sanctuary, and \vent to 
the court of Richard Ill., \"hose queen ahvays treated her 
\vith great kindness and consideration. 
Lord Stanley, Henry Tudor's stepfather, occupied a very 
high position at court, and to hin1 the Princess Elizabeth 
applied for assistance in getting possession of the throne, 
to \vhich she kne\v she had a right. Stanley had seyeral 
secret intervie\vs \vith the princess on this subject, and 
assured her that, at his bidding, his adherents in the north- 
33 2 
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,vest ,vould fly to her side, armed and equipped for battle. 
But, like lnany of the earls of his day, Lord Stanley could 
not \vrite, and he did not dare trust a public scribe \vith his 
directions. 1'hereupon Elizabeth assured hin1 that if he 
,,;ould only dictate, and affix his seal, she \vould do all the 
necessary \\"riting. For this purpose they met in disguise. 
Six letters \\"ere duly prepared and sealed, and comn1itted 
to the care of H un1phrey Brereton, a knight \vho had been 
attached to the cause of Ecl\vard IV. These dangerous 
despatches \\Tere deli "ereel according to their directions, and 
on his return frOln the expedition Brereton lnet Stanley 
and Elizabeth at an old inn in the suburbs of London, ,,,ith 
a party of gentlemen \\"ho had returned \yith hin1. This 
meeting took place at night, and \vhen Elizabeth had satis- 
fied herself that no prejudice existed all10ng these lnen 
against her Lancastrian lover, she agreed to send him a 
ring through them as a token that he might trust himself in 
Stanley's po\ver. Brereton carried this ring to Henry, ,,,ho 
,vas at a monastery some miles from Renne
. The lover 
kissed his lady's present, but kept the messenger ,vaiting 
three ,veeks for his ans\ver. Henrv Tudor had been a 
J 
fugitive and a prisoner nearly all his life, and extreme 
caution had becon1e second nature to him. 
At last he consented to undertake an expedition that 
\vould either make or mar him, and sailed from H arfleur 
\"ith a large fleet. He \vas received in England ,vith a 
hearty \velcome, for the people regarded him as a saviour 
\"ho \vas to preserve them from Richard's tyranny. 
[A.D. 1485.] On the evening of the 21St of August, 
14 8 5, three ,veeks after his arrival, Henry encamped \"ith 
his army near Bos\vorth. 1'he next day the celebrated 
battle ,vas fought, \yhich terminated the life of Richard 
III., and placed Henry Tudor on the throne. 
After the death of Anne of \Var\vick Richard III had 
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sent his nIece, Elizabeth, to a castle in Yorkshire, ,,,here 
she was kept as a close prisoner, and the first intinlation 
she had of her royal lover's success ,,,as ,,,hen the people 
of the neighborhood gathered about the gloomy building 
,vith shouts of joy. A guard of nobility and gentry escorted 
her in state to London, and she ,vent in con1pany \\Tith her 
I1lother to live at \\T estIninster Palace. 
Henry V II. ,,,as recognized as King of England, and 
cro,vned soon after; but he seemed in no l1urry about his 
lnarriage, ,vhich did not take place until January 18th of 
the follo,ying year. I'he event ,vas celebrated ,,,ith bon- 
fires, banquets, dancing and songs, and the prelate \vho 
performed the cerelnony held a bunch of red and ,,,hite 
roses, tied together for the first tinle. This ,vas in COln- 
memoration of the union of the riyal houses of York and 
Lancaster. 
[A.D. 1....86.J The royal couple then vvent to live at 
\\7inchester, ,vhere in the course of a year their first child 
,vas born. He ,vas named Arthur, after King Henry's 
favorite hero and ancestor. 
[A.D. 1487.J The birth of this prince ,vas succeeded by 
his nlother's coronation, ,\ hich took place in N ovenl ber, 
14 8 7. On the Friday before that important ceremony 
Elizabeth \yent \vith her husband frOlll London to Green- 
\vich. She \vas accon1 panied on the river Thames by 
a grand pageant of boats, the finest being rowed by the 
students of Lincoln's Inn, \vho had beautiful music per- 
fornled on their barge throughout the route, and kept 
side by side with that of the queen. That night \vas passed 
at the To,ver, ,,,here the king created eleven Knights of the 
Bath, and the next day Elizabeth proceeded through the 
city to Westll1inster Palace. .A_n immense cro,vd collected 
to behold their queen, as this was her first public appear- 
ance since her marriage. 



14 8 7. 


Elizabeth of York. 


337 


She \vas not quite t\venty-t\VO; her figure \vas tall and 
handsolne; her complexion fair and brillant. She had, 
besides, soft blue eyes and delicate features, set off by a 
profusion of yello\v hair. Her costulne on this occasion 
\yàs a gown of ,vhite silk, brocaded \vith gold, and a mantle 
of the sanl e Inaterial, bordered \vith ennine and fastened 
across the breast \vith gold cords and tassels. A c]ose- 
fitting cap, fonned of rich gen1s in a golden net\york, 
encircled her head, and her hair fell loosely around her 
shoulders. 
The young queen \vas borne in an open litter, and four 
of the ne\v Knights of the Bath supported a rich canopy 
over her head. She \vas preceded by four baronesses, riding 
on gray horses, and Henry's Uncle J asper, as grand ste\yard. 
Lord Stanley, no\v Earl of Derby, \vas high constable, and 
the Earl of Oxford, Lord Chan1berlain. The queen \vas 
follo\ved by her sister Cicely, \"ho sat in an open chariot 
\vith the Duchess of Bedford, and a long train of other 
vehicles containing noble ladies, the rear being brought up 
by six baronesses on horseback. The streets \vere all 
decorated, and a chorus of children, dressed as angels, 
sang the queen's praises as she passed along. 
The follo\ving morning Elizabeth entered 'Vestu1inster 
Hall in a rich robe of purple yelyet edged \"ith ermine. 
A coronet of gold, set \vith large pearls and colored gems, 
encircled her bro\v. She stood under a canopy of state, 
and then, follo\ved by her attendants, proceeded to the 
abbey. A strip of carpet over \vhich she \valked ,vas cut 
to pieces and distributed an10ng the throng assembled to 
gaze upon her, and so eager \vere they to possess them- 
selves of this memento that several people ,vere trampled 
to death. King Henry and his mother took no part in the 
coronation, but sat in a latticed box placed for their use, 
and observed both the church ceremony and the banquet, 
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at ,,,hich the queen presided, after\vards. From that time 
she appeared in public váth all the splendor of a Queen of 
England. 
[A.D. 1489.J In 14 8 9 a little princess was born; she 
\vas named J\Iargaret after the king's lnother, \vhó presen'ted 
the infant \vith a silver box filled \vith gold pieces. At the 
christening a play \vas performed before the royal family 
at the palace. 
[A.D. 1491.J The second prince, who afterwards reigned 
as Henry VIII., \vas born June 28, 1491. He was ahvays 
remarkable for strength and robust health, but ,ve shall 
have nlore to say about hiIn hereafter. 
Queen Elizabeth was so generous, not only to her o\vn 
falnily, but to those of her subjects \vho brought her trifling 
presents of early vegetables, fruit, or flo\vers, that she often 
found herself in debt, and had to pawn her plate or jewels 
to satisfy her creditors. But her o\vn wants \\Tere lilnited, 
and she managed her personal expenses with econolny. 
[A.D. 1495.J In 1495 the king and queen \vere in 
great trouble on account of the invasion of Perkin Warbeck, 
\\"ho ,vas married to one of Henry's nearest relatives. 
This Jnan ,vas an ilnpostor, but so actiye in his movements, 
appearing in quick succession in various parts of the 
reahn, that for seven long years there \yas danger of his 
usurping the cro,vn. At last, the battle of Blackheath 
decided his cause; for it \vas \von by ICing Henry, and 
Perkin was soon after captured. Henry did not \vish to 
shed the blood of this kinsman, but it became absolutely 
. necessary before peace could be restored. He \vas there- 
fore hanged at Tyburn, N ovelnber 16, 1499. The Earl of 
War,vick had allowed himself to become so implicated in 
Perkin's schemes that. he too was condemned to death; 
his execution took place on Tower Hill a fortnight later. 
[A.D. 1499.J A dreadful plague broke out in England, 
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the same year, and the king felt so alarmed for the safety 
of his falliily that he took them to Calais, \vhere they 
resided for a couple of n10nths. During that period t\VO 
marriages of great ÏInportance \vere agreed upon. One 
\vås bet\veen the little Princess :rVlary, Henry's youngest 
daughter, and Charles, son of the archduke, Philip of 
Austria; the other \vas between Arthur, Prince of \Vales, 
and h.atharine of Arragon, but \vithin five months, Prince 
Arthur was dead. The king and queen \vere at Green\yich 
Palace \\Then the loss of their eldest son \vas made kno\vn 
to them. Each tried to comfort the other and to bear the 
sad bereavement with Christian fortitude. But Arthur had 
been a prolnising youth, and it \vas long before his afflicted 
mother could reconcile herself to his death. 
The follo\ving January, 1502, the Princess Margaret \vas 
betrothed to J allies VI. of Scotland. The ceremony \vas 
perfonned at St. Paul's Cathedral and presided over by 
the queen, \"ho after\vards led her daughter by the hand to 
a grand banquet prepared at the Bishop of London's Palace. 
Margaret, \vho "'as only a little over twelve years of age, 
relnained in England to finish her education under her 
mother's care. 
[A.D. 1503.J But on February I I, 1503, the gentle, 
pious, lovely, and dearly-loved Queen Elizabeth expired, 
suddenly, after a very short illness. This event cast a 
gloom over the \vhole city; the bells of St. Paul's and of 
all the churches in London tolled dismally, and the utmost 
sorrow \vas felt in every household. 
The queen's body \vas embalmed and placed within the 
Tower Chapel \vhere it lay in state for Ì\velve days. Then, 
after mass had been celebrated, it \vas placed in a hearse 
covered \vith black velvet, on \vhich ,vas a large \vhite cross. 
An iInage exactly representing the queen \vas placed in a 
chair above. This image was decked out \vith royal robes, 
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cro\vn, sceptre, je\vels and everything just as Elizabeth had 
appeared \vhen living. Four 'V0111en kneeled by the chair, 
on top of the hearse, \vhich ,vas dra\vn by six horses, in 
black velvet trappings, froln the To\ver to Westminster. 
The horses \vere led by men robed in black; eight ladies 
of honor rode singly after the hearse, followed by the lord- 


CHAPEL OF HENRY VII. 


mayor, other authorities, and a long train of citizens. At 
every door in the city stood a man bearing a lighted torch, 
and at various points groups of thirty-seven virgins, that 
number corresponding with the queen's age, \vere stationed, 
all dressed in white and holding lighted tapers. Torches 
burned before all the churches, and bands of monks and 



15 0 3. 


Elizabetll of York. 


34 1 


nuns, sIngIng anthems, met the funeral procession as it 
moved along. The Earl of Derby led a party of nobles, 
\vho preceded the hearse into the churchyard of St. 
11argaret, \VestIninster. The body ,vas carried into the 
abbey, \vhere it "vas placed on a dais richly covered \"ith 
velvet drapery, on ,vhich the queen's Inotto : " fIulnble and 
Reverent," ,vas embroidered. All the lords and ladies in 
attendance then retired to "'T estlninster Palace and took 
supper. N ext morning the rel11ains of Elizabeth ,vere put 
in the grave. 
Henry VII. lived seven years after his \vife's death, and 
developed some very bad traits \vhen her influence ,vas 
relnoved. He had ne\rer pennitted her to have any voice 
in the governl11ent of the realln, but in her gentle loving 
manner she had prompted hiln to lnany a generous, sensible 
action. He died in 1509, and \"as buried in the splendid 
chapel at Westminster Abbey \vhich bears his nalne. 


COSTUMES. 



CHAPTER XXII. 


KATHARINE OF ARRAGON, FIRST Q...UEEN OF 
IIENRY VIII. (A.D. 1485-1536.) 


KATHARINE of Arragon \vas born \vhen her native land 
\vas at the very height of its prosperity. Her parents were 
Ferdinand and Isabella, the po\verful and popular sover- 
eigns, \vho had conquered nearly the ,vhole of Spain. 
Katharine's early infancy \vas passed in a can1p ,vhere 
Queen Isabella resided \vith her young fan1Ïly while her 
anny besieged the to\vn of Granada. rrhis siege lasted 
for several years, but the to\\'n was taken at last; and \vhen 
Katharine was four years old she accolnpanied her parents 
in their grand triulnphal entry into Granada, \vhere she lived 
until she went to England. 
- Her residence \vas in the Alhalnbra, that gorgeous palace, 
once the abode of the l\foorish kings, ahvays an object of 
\vonder and achniration, even to this very day \vhen it is 
ahnost in ruins. Part of her time \vas passed in the cool, 
shady bo\vers of the Generalife, the fairy palace \vhich stood 
on a mountain high above the Alhambra, ill the Inidst of 
luxuriant groves, fruit, flowers, arbors and hedges, such as 
only a southern clilnate can produce. It \vas froln this 
h0l11e that Katharine took her device of the pOlnegranate, 
which ,vas used during her reign in England as a decora- 
tion. This fruit ,vas once a production of Granada, and 
was ,vorked on the coat-of-anns of the Moorish kings. 
Queen Isabella was the Inost learned princess of her 
time in Europe, and knew the importance of a good edu- 
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cation for her four daughters. Consequently she provided 
them \vith the very best tutors she could find, and they 
early became excellent Latin scholars. Katharine read 
the Scriptures in that tongue, and throughout her ,,,hole 
life continued to study it. 
When she 'was sixteen years old Henry VII. of England 
sent aillbassadors to Spain to den1and her hand in mar- 
riage for his son, Prince Arthur. The union was agreed 
upon, and Katharine sailed \vith four young ladies and 
other attendants for Plymouth, ,vhere she was received by 
a crowd of nobility and gentlY, \vho entertained her all the 
time she was amongst theln \vith a variety of sports pecu- 
liar to their country. As soon as her arrival was kno\vn 
the king sent Lord Brook, steward of the royal palace, to 
provide everything for her cOlnfort. The Duchess of N or- 
folk and the Earl of Surrey \vent to meet her also, and the 
former relnained as her companion. 
The following month the king himself set out for Ply- 
tnouth, but the roads were in such a wet, muddy condition 
that it ,vas several days before he reached East Hampstead, 
\vhere he met Prince Arthur, \"ho did not until then know 
of the arrival of his bride. N ext morning they continued 
their journey, but had not gone far when they were met by 
a party of Spanish cavaliers on horseback, who stopped 
them, and in a most solemn manner informed them that 
they could not proceed further, because their Moorish cus- 
toms forbade the royal bridegroolll or his father to look 
upon the face of the bride until she stood at the altar. 
King Henry \vas alnazed. He \vas quite \villing to 
observe all reasonable fonns and ceremonies, but to his 
English ideas this seelned thoroughly absurd, and he was 
not \villing to turn back. 
He had COlne to a dead halt in the drenching rain on 
that cold November morning, and felt rather cross at hav. 
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ing his progress thus interrupted. After a few moments' 
consideration he called his councillors about hÌ1n, and 
asked what he should do. A long discussion ensued, and 
the conclusion was, "that the Spanish infanta, being now in 
the heart of this realm, of which King Henry was master, 
he might look at her if he liked." This suited the king 
precisely, and, leaving his son behind, he rode rapidly for- 
\vard to the next town, where Katharine had arrived only a 
couple of hours before. Her retinue were thrown into a 
terrible state of perplexity when Henry made a request to 
see her, and presented himself for that purpose at the very 
door of her apartments. An archbishop, a bishop, and a 
count stood guard, and informed the king "that the lady 
infanta had retired to her chamber." But the Inore opposi- 
tion he met with the more his curiosity was aroused, and 
the more determined was he to see the bride. He declared 
that" if she were even in bed he meant to see and speak 
with her, for that was his mind and the whole intent of his 
coming. " 
There was nothing more to be said, and further opposi- 
tion lnight have given serious offence to the monarch, 
therefore the infanta dressed herself and adn1Ìtted hÎIn. 
The interview must have been rather unsatisfactory, because 
neither could speak the language of the other; ho\vever 
sOlnebody must have interpreted what ,vas said, for King 
Henry seemed much pleased. 
He withdrew to change his damp garments, and within 
half an hour presented himself again at Katharine's door, 
this time with the prince, \vho had followed him. In the 
presence of several bishops and nobles the young people 
went through the ceremony of betrothal, which was done 
in Latin, and therefore understood by both. After supper 
the king and Prince Arthur returned to the infanta's apart- 
lnents, \\There the evening was passed in music and dancing, 
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interspersed \vith singing by the minstrels. Prince Arthur 
could not join in the Spanish dances, but he kne\v the 
English ones, and \\Tent through the figures with one of the 
ladies of his own country. 
, Katharine continued her journey next day, and on her 
arrival at Kingston \\ as lnet by the Duke of Buckingham 
on horseback, the Earl of Kent, Lord Henry Stafford, the 
Abbot of Bury, and four hundred dukes and gentlemen, in 
the Stafford livery of scarlet and black, ,vho came to \vel. 
come her into the realm. She rested at that place all night, 
and ,vas escorted to Kennington Palace next day by Buck- 
ingham and his train. There she stopped until the Span- 
ish retinue, as \vell as all the nobility of England, could 
make the necessary. preparations for her grand entry to 
London. 
In the meantime King Henry ,vent to meet his ,vife at 
Richmond, and to tell her ,vhat he thought of their new 
daughter-in-Ia,v. The royal couple then came do,vn the 
Thames, in a barge, \vith a party of ladies to ,velcome the 
stranger. 
Three days later the infanta entered the city by London 
Bridge, riding on a large mule, according to the Spanish 
CUStOIl1. The Duke of York rode on her right and the 
pope's ambassador on her left. She had on a broad, round 
hat, the shape of those ,vorn by cardinals) tied do,vn at the 
sides \vith a scarf of gold lace. Under this hat ,vas a closely- 
fitting red cap, and her long dark hair streamed over her 
shoulders. Her four Spanish damsels follo\ved on mules, 
each led by an English lady, dressed in cloth of gold and 
ridin"'" JJ1 a small horse. After these came the ,,,hole grand 
IJ:Gcession, and all advanced to Bishop's Palace. 
[A.D. IS01.] Four days later the marriage ceremony 
was performed at St. Paul's Cathedral, on a platform six 
feet high and large enough to hold eight persons. The 
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bride, who never entirely gave up her Spanish style of dress, 
wore a closely-fitting cap of \vhite silk, froB1 \vhich hung the 
Spanish mantilla, embroidered \vith gold, pearls and pre- 
cious stones, that almost concealed her figure. Her body 
and sleeves were made very full, and she wore a large hoop 
under her skirts. 
Prince Arthur was dressed in white satin. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and nineteen bishops and abbots 
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LONDON BRIDGE. 


were present at the cerelnony. The king and queen sat in 
a box that had been built for their use near the platform. 
After the ceremony the bride and bridegroom followed the 
churchmen to the high altar, where mass was celebrated. 
Standing in the great doorway of the cathedral, Prince 
Arthur endowed his bride with one-third of his property. 
The princess was then led by her brother-in-law, young 
Henry, to the Bishop's Palace of St. Paul's, where a ban- 
quet was spread. The newly-wedded couple were served 
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on gold plate, ornamented with pearls and precious stones, 
valued at t\venty thousand pounds. 
The follo\ving \veek a grand tournalnent was held in the 
open space in front of \Vestminster Hall. There \vas a 
stage erected for the royal party. On the right entered the 
king and his lords; on the left, the queen, the bride, and 
their ladies, and took their seats on richly embroidered 
cushions, under a canopy draped with cloth of gold. The 
places, that \vere arranged one above another, in ro\vs like 
those in a circus, to form an enormous circle, were so 
packed \vith people that only their heads could be seen. 
Presently loud blasts from the trU111pets announced the 
arrival of the knights, \vho \vere borne into the arena under 
fanciful canopies. The Earl of Essex sat in a pavilion 
among trees, flo\vers, and rocks, with curious-looking ani.. 
mals climbing up the sides. A handsome young lady, fan.. 
tastically dressed, stood on a green hill above the earl. 
The 
Iarquis of Dorset appeared in a pavilion all draped 
in gold, wearing a complete suit of armor. Lord \Villiam 
Courtenay rode an enonnous red dragon, led by a giant 
carrying a tree in his hands. There \vere t\venty or thirty 
in all of these curiously-adorned knights, \vho marched 
around the arena to the delight of the audience, and then 
engaged in a tilt that caused many a bruise and scratch, 
but no serious damage to anybody. 
When evening came on the royal company withdrew to 
Westminster Hall. At the upper end \vas a dais with 
elevated seats for the king, queen, the bride and groon1, 
and the king's mother. All the ladies sat on the left side 
and the gentlemen on the right, and the nobility, who \vere 
not engaged in the performance or ballets that follo\ved, 
took their places on the king's side of the hall according 
to their rank. When a couple desired to dance between the 
entrances of the regular performers, the gentleman would 
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advance to the front of the dais from his side, the lady 
would do the san1e froln hers, and after a fe\v minutes' 
dancing return to their respecti ve places. The first pageant 
\vas a full-rigged ship dra\vn in on \vheels. The lnariners 
perforIned their duties as though they were really at sea, 
and used only seafaring tenns. N ext caIne a castle all 
lighted up inside, eight young \VOn1en appearing at the 
\vindo\vs handsomely attired in the ne\vest styles. At the 
top \vindow of the castle sat a lady in Spanish costume 
representing Katharine of Arragon. The princess ll1Ust 
have been alnused \vhen she sa\v her double, \vho sat up 
quite haughtily, \"hile t\VO gentlemen courted her and sought 
in every possible ,yay to gain her favor. For a \vhile she 
treated their attentions ".ith disdain, but at last, as in all 
ballets, n1atters took a favorable turn; the ladies came out 
of the castle, \\Tere joined by the sailors fron1 the ship, and 
the \vhole party danced a grand set of exceedingly pretty 
figures, and then disappeared into the castle again. This 
structure \vas drawn by marvellous gold and silver lions 
harnessed \vith massive gold chains. But we must explain 
what these beasts really \"ere. In each one ,vere two n1cn, 
one in the fore and the other in the hind quarters, so COI11- 
pletely hidden that nothing appeared of then1 but their legs. 
which \vere made to look like those of the real lions. Then 
Prince Arthur danced ,vith his aunt, the Princess Cicely, 
Henry, Duke of York, váth his sister Margaret, and 
Katharine with one of her Sparlish ladies. There wa
 
considerable difference in the two styles of dancing, for the 
English movements were quick and lively, while those of 
the Spanish \vere slow and stately, resembling a minuet. 
The king and queen were much pleased with these per- 
formances of their children, and watched them \vith a 
great deal of pride. 
At a grand dinner given in Parlialnent Chamber on the 
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follo,ving Sunday, Katharine distributed the prizes ,von in 
the tilt. To the Duke of Buckingham she gave a valuable 
diamond; to the 
1arquis of Dorset, a superb ruby, and to 
the others, rings set ,yith precious stones. 
A ,veek later the court ,vent to Richmond, ,vhere, after 
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111ass on the first Sunday, they all asselnbled in the gardens 
and pIa red games of chess, backgamn10n, cards, and dice, 
,yhile some Spaniards entertained thelll ,vith tun1 bling and 
dancing. In the evening a huge rock ,vas dra,vn by three 
sea-horses into the grand hall, ,,,here the ladies and gentle- 
111en ,,,ere asselnbled. On either side of the rock ,vere mer- 
111aids made of shells, and inside of the figures ,vere the 
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s\veet-voiced children who sang in the king's chapel. These 
could not be seen, but their hannony filled the air as the 
rock ,vas dra,vn slo,vly through the \vhole length of the hall. 
"Then it reached the platfonn on "Thich sat the royal family, 
a large nUlnber of white doves fie 'v out, and live rabbits ran 
about the hall, causing great shouting and lnerriment. 
King Henry closed the entertainment by making rich gifts 
of plate to the lords and ladies froln Spain, who then took 
leave of their princess, as they were going back home. 
Katharine looked very sad after they had left her, and 
the king observing this sent ,vord for her and her ladies to 
join hin1 in his library. There he sho,ved them all the pretty 
English and Latin books that he thought ,vould please them, 
laughed and chatted in a kind friendly lnanner with his 
claughter-in-Ia,v, and then asked her to select some je\vels 
fron1 a lot that he had ordered for her. After she had made 
her choice, he distributed the rest alllong her ladies, and so 
\von Katharine's heart by his ,varm, affectionate treatlnent 
that she ceased to feel depressed in her English hon1e. 
A fe,v Jllonths later the princess \vent \vith her husband 
to Wales, where they were to have a little court of their oVJn 
sin1ilar to the one at Westminster. Katharine performed 
the journey on horseback, and when she felt fatigued she 
rested on a litter, borne bet,veen two horses. This ,vas 
the only lnode of travelling before turnpike roads were 
D1ade. 
The Prince and Princess of Wales made themselves very 
popular in their ne\v hon1e, but they did not stay there long, 
for Arthur was taken suddenly ill, and died of the plague 
the following April, 1502, just six months after his lllarriage. 
[A.D. 1502.J The queen was sorely grieved at the sud- 
den death of her eldest child, but she did not forget to 
sYlnpathize with the young \vidow left alone in a strange 
land, the language of which had hardly become fallliliar to 
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her ear. She sent for her immediately, and had her brought 
to London in a litter covered ,,,ith black velvet and black 
cloth that must have looked very like a hearse, and settled 
her in a palace called Arragon House, \vhere she spent 
part of her \vido\vhood. Her marriage portion consisted 
of hvo hundred thousand cro\vns. Half the sum had been 
paid, and her parents being un\villing to pay the other half, 
requested that their daughter should be returned to theln. 
But Henry VII. "'anted to get hold of the other half of his 
daughter-in-Ia\v's portio...1, he therefore proposed a luarriage 
bet\veen her and his younger son Henry. This \vas ac- 
cepted by the sovereigns of Spain, proyiding a dispensation 
frol11 the pope could be obtained. This \vas necessary on 
account of the relationship. 
Katharine seems to have been very unhappy at this til11e, 
and \vrote her father that she had no desire to marry again, 
adding, "that she did not \vish him to consider her tastes 
or \vishes, but to act in all things as suited hin1 best." 
Such dutiful conduct excites our surprise ,,,hen \ve con- 
sider that she \vas the principal person concerned. I t seems 
quite natural that at the age of eighteen she should have 
objected to a union \vith a boy five years younger, even 
though he had not been so nearly related to her. 
Notwithstanding her objections, t\VO such diplomatists as 
King Ferdinand and Henry VII. \vere pretty sure to 
arrange Inatters to suit themselyes, and about a year after 
Katharine became a \vido\v, she \vas betrothed to the young 
prince. Six years elapsed before the Inarriage \vas 
celebrated, during \vhich period Henry VII. died, and his 
son Henry ascended the throne. Ilnmediately after this 
event he assured the Spanish ambassador of his attachlnent 
to Katharine, saying that he loved her better than any other 
woman in the world. 
There was a great deal of discussion among the church.. 
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men on account of the relationship existing bet\veen Henry 
and Katharine, but at last all difficulties \vere overCOlne 
and they \vere 111arried. A few days later the coronation 
took place at \Vestminster. 
[A.D. 1510.] On this occasion the streets of London 
\vere as usual all decorated, and part of the \vay to the 
abbey \vas lined with young Inaidens dressed in pure white, 
bearing palms of ,vhite ,vax in their hands. They were 
attended by priests s\vinging silver censers as the king and 
queen passed by. Katharine was attired as a bride in 
white embroidered satin., her dark hair fell in rich pro- 
fusion do\vn her back, and on her head she ,vore a cro\vn 
set \vith rich je\vels. She \vas seated in a litter covered 
with \vhite cloth of gold, borne by two \vhite horses, and 
was followed by all the noble ladies of England in little 
chariots. After the coronation a grand banquet ,vas spread 
in Westlninster Hall. The king and queen \vere served on 
an elevated platform at the upper end of the hall, \vhile 
several ladies of high rank sat at Katharine's feet holding 
her pocket-handkerchief, table-napkin, fan and purse. At 
the end of a week the festivities caIne suddenly to an end 
on account of the death of the king's grandn10ther. Then 
a pestilence broke out in London, and the court removed 
to Richmond Place, where Henry planned all sorts of per- 
formances, parties and masquerades, in \vhich he enjoyed 
taking part. Katharine did not care so much for that kind 
of diversion, for she was naturally quiet and studious, and 
felt more interested in practical emploYlnent. 
At one of the Christmas festivals the king slyly left her 
side during the progress of a tournament, and returned in 
the disguise of a knight, astonishing all the company with 
the grace and skill of his tilting. The applause he received 
induced him to take part often in these exercises, and when 
he would present himself before his wife in different 
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disguises she good-humoredly pretended to be very much 
mystified. Once he entered her room \vith several nobles 
dressed as Robin Hood and his men, and another time 
\vhen the foreign alnbassadors \vere invited to dine at court 
Henry conducted his \vife to her throne, then suddenly dis- 
appeared, and in a fe,v n1inutes returned ,vith the Earl 
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of Essex, both disguised as Turks, \"hile other nobles 
follo\ved hin1 in Russian, Persian and 
Ioorish costumes, 
the last haying their faces blacked. The king's beautiful 
sister, 
Iary, \\"ith seyeral of the court ladies, danced a bal- 
let in mask, ,vhich an1used Katharine very nluch, particu- 
larly as the princess was attired like an Ethiopian queen. 
In all the decorations used on these occasions the pome- 
granate \vas D1ingled \vith the roses of York and Lancaster, 
and the Tudor device of the ha\vthorn \vith its scarlet 
berries. 
At the close of the year 1510 the queen had a little boy, 
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and he \vas nained Henry. The king ,vas so much pleased 
at this event that a grand tournalllent "'as given to cele- 
brate it. In the evening a noblelnan caIne to inform the 
queen that there \\'as a gold arbor full of ladies \vho 
had prepared something for her entertainn1ent. Katharine 
ans\vered very graciously "that both she and her ladies 
\vould be happy to behold theln and their pastÏ1nes." 
Then a large curtain ,vas dra\vn aside, and an arbor Inoved 
for\vard. It had posts and pillars covered with gold and 
t,vined \vith branches of ha\ythorn, roses and eglantine, aU 
Inade of satin and silk, the colors of the different flo\vers. 
In the arbor ,vere six beautiful young girls in white and 
green satin dresses, covered \vith the letters H. and K. knit 
together ,vith gold lacing. N ear the bo\ver stood the king 
hÏ1nself, \vith five lords dressed in purple satin, like\vise 
covered \vith the gold letters H. and K. Then they 
all danced before Katharine, and \vhile they were thus 
engaged a very different scene was going on at the other 
end of the hall. The golden arbor that the ladies left 
for the dance had been rolled back close to \vhere a large 
cro\vd of Londoners had gathered to see the grand doings 
at court, as they ahvays did in those days. They began to 
finger the ornalnents, and finally to pluck theln off until 
they had entirely stripped the bo\ver. The chief ste\vard 
tried to prevent this destruction, but not wishing to disturb 
the ballet by using violence he failed entirel). Mean\vhile 
the king finished his perfonnance, and feeling in an excel- 
lent hUlnor at its success he called to the WOIHen in the 
crowd to COlne and help theinseives to the golden letters 
from his dress and that of his company. Little did he im- 
agine what would be the result oÍ this order, for scarcely 
was it given than the whole assembly rushed forward like a 
mob, and seized not only on him but all his guests, helping 
themselves to every glittering ornament that was in sight 
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They even \yent so far as to take the je\vels of the ladies, 
and to strip the king of n10st of his fine clothing. One of 
the gentlelnen \vas left \vith nothing on but his flannels. It 
\vas alnazing \vhat a clean s\veep \vas Inade in a fe\v 
n1Ïnutes of all the finery. At last the guards succeeded in 
clearing the hall \"ithout bloodshed, and the king laughing 
heartily handed his \vife to the banquet in his o\"n chamber, 
\yhere the court sat do\vn in their tattered condition, treat- 
ing the \\'hole scran1ble as a frolic. No doubt the young 
king had received a lesson by \\'hich he profited later. 
A fe\v \veeks after his birth the young prince died, Inuch 
lamented by everybody at court. 
The follo\ving year Henry invaded France in perso?, 
leaying the queen not only \yith the reins of government 
in her o\vn hands, but lnaking her besides captain of all his 
forces, \vith the assistance of five nobles. During the 
king's absence the Scots invaded his kingdom, but \vere re- 
pulsed. It is relnarkable that t\VO of the greatest victories 
gained over that nation \vere those of Neville's Cross and 
Flodden Field, both fought under the Inanagelnent of 
queens in the absence of their husbands. 
After the battle at Neville's Cross Katharine \vent on a 
pilgrinlage to \Valsinghaln shrine, and returned just in tilne 
to \velcolne her husband, \\'ho took her by surprise at 
Richmond, \vhere there \vas a Inost loving lneeting between 
the royal couple. He had travelled through his realm in 
disguise, therefore the queen had not been informed that 
he was cOIning so soon. 
[A.D. 1514.] Henry had been victorious in France, and 
the war ended there by the marriage of his beautiful young 
sister 
Iary and Louis XII. Anne Boleyn, \vho \vas then 
a young girl, went \vith the bride as her attendant. 
Mary ,vas in love \vith the Duke of Suffolk \vhen she was 
forced into this marriage with the King of France. In less 
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than three months the young husband died, and then the 
duke, ,vho was sent to France to take care of the ,vido\v 
and her property, Inarried her. Henry VI II. ,vas very 
angry at first at the sly \vay in ,vhich this love-affair had 
been managed, but Katharine made peace bet\veen the 
brother and sister, and invited the young couple to Green- 
vách Palace, \\There she entertained theln with a grand 
festival. 
On the first of 1\lay the king gave a party, \vhich \vas 
conducted in this way: Katharine, \vith the young bride 
and all the court ladies, rode froln the palace to Shooter's 
Hill, where the king, ,vith the archers of his body-guard, met 
theIn, dressed like Robin Hood and his outla\vs, and begged 
that the royal party" ,vould enter the good greenwood and 
see how outla,,'s Jived." 
l(atharine graciously consented, and ,vas led to a rustic 
bo\ver, covered ,vith hawthorn boughs and spring flo\vers, 
\vhere a fine breakfast of venison and other good things 
\vas laid out. This lodge in the ,vilderness delighted all 
the ladies, and a couple of hours were very pleasantly 
passed in eating and chatting. On their return to Green- 
\vich they were lnet by a car, all decorated with natural 
flo\vers and ribbons, and dra\vn by five horses. Each horse 
,vas ridden by a fair dalnsel, dressed in gay colors, and in 
the car, amidst garlands of flo,vers, stood lady 1\1ay, 
attended by the goddess Flora. As soon as the queen 
appeared at the foot of the hill these young girls began a 
hYlnn about the return of spring, and preceded the royal 
party all the way home, singing as they lnoved along. 
[A.D. 1520.J Queen Katharine had two royal visitors at 
her palace. One was Queen l'Æargaret, widow of James 
IV. of Scotland, who took refuge \vith Henry VIII. from 
the troubles in her own country; the other was her nephe,v, 
who afterwards became so illustrious as the Emperor 
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Charles V. The latter spent several days \vith his aunt, 
\vho entertained him royally, then proceeded \vith the Eng- 
lish Court to that congress \vith the King and Queen of 
France kno\vn on account of its splendor as the Field of 
the Cloth of Gold. At that meeting the carpet beneath 
Katharine's throne ,vas all embroidered in pearls, and the 
decorations of the camp \vere of corresponding magnifi- 
cen ceo 
At that tilne Katharine forn1ed a warm friendship for 
Queen Claude of France, surnamed the Good, a lady of 
superior intellect and taste. Henry and King Francis also 
becalne very much attached to each other, though that did 
not prevent their fighting \yhen an opportunity offered. 
'Vhen Charles V. parted from his Aunt Katharine she 
presented hÏ1n \vith a beautiful English horse, and a saddle- 
cloth, of gold tissue, bordered \vith precious stones. On 
his return home, he often spoke of Katharine's happiness 
in having married so grand a prince as Henry VIII. 
\Vhile Queen Katharine \vas in po\yer several improve- 
ments \vere made in England, particularly in the cultivation 
of fruit and flo\vers. During the \yars SOlne of the finest 
trees had disappeared entirely, but Katharine had them 
replanted, as \yell as salad, cabbage and carrots, \vhich she 
Ï1n ported for that purpose from the Holland. 
An old rhyme says:- 


" Hops and turkeys, carps and beer, 
Came to England all in one year." 


"'e cannot help \vondering \vhy hops \vere cultivated, 
because Henry VIII., \vho interfered in all the most trifling 
concerns of his subjects, forbade them to put hops in their 
ale. The turkeys w'ere brought from North Alnerica by a 
lieutenant in Sebastian Cabot's voyage of discovery. 
Before giving an account of Katharine's \Vfongs and 
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sufferings, ,,,hieh began after she had been Inarried about 
ten years
 let us see ho\v both she and King Henry VIII. 
are described by people ,vho lived in their tilne. 
Sebastiano Giustiniani, an Italian ,vho lived in England, 
says, \vriting in IS 19 : - 
" His majesty is about twenty-nine years of age, as hand- 
son1e as nature could for111 hiln, - handsomer by far than 
the King of France. He is exceedingly fair, and as well- 
proportioned as possible. \Vhen he heard that the King 
of France "Tore a beard he allo\ved his to gro\v also, \vhich, 
being some\vhat red, has the appearance of being of gold. 
He is an excellent Inusician and composer, an adn1irable 
horsen1an and wrestler. He possesses a good kno\vledge 
of the French, Latin, and Spanish languages, and is very 
devout. On the days \vhen he goes hunting he hears n1ass 
three tilnes, but on other days as often as five tilnes. He 
has yesper service every day in the queen's chan1ber. He 
is uncolnlnonly fond of the chase, and every til11e he attends 
one he tires out eight or ten horses, stationed at different 
places \vhere he proposes to stop. \'Then one is fatigued 
he lTIOunts another, and by the tin1e he returns home they 
are all used up. He takes great delight in bowling, and it 
is the pleasantest sight in the \vorld to .see hil11 engaged in 
this exercise ,vith his fair skin covered \vith a beautifully 
hne shirt. Affable and benign, he offends none, and has 
often said to his ambassadors that he \vished everyone \vere 
as content \vith his condition as he "Tas." 
Katharine \vas then about thirty-four, but looked no older 
than her husband, because he \vas a robust, burly lnan, \vhile 
she had a slender, stately figure. Her face \vas oval, fea- 
tures regular, \vith a s\\Teet, calm look, though rather hëavy. 
Her forehead \vas un usually high, and she had large, dark 
eyes, and a bright brunette complexion. She usuaHy \\'ore 
a five-cornered cap, bordered \vith rich gems, that stood up 
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around her head like a crov{n, and came do\vn the sides 
of her face, covering the ears. From this cap hung the 
black Spanish mantilla, and around her throat, \vaist and 
\vris,ts \vere clusters of rubies, linked together \vith strings 
of pearls, pendants of the san1e from the belt, reaching 
almost to her feet. In one of her portraits she is repre- 
sented in a robe of dark-blue velvet, \vith a long train, 
bordered \yith sable fur, straight sleeves, ,,,ith ruffles 
around the hand, loose hanging sleeves over them, and a 
petticoat of gold-colored satin, that shows beneath the vel- 
vet dress, raised on one side. 
Katharine was very pious, self-denying, and almost a 
nun in her performance of religious duties. She would 
rise àt different tiInes of the night for prayers, and ahvays 
dressed for the day at five o'clock in the n10rning. She 
\vore the habit of the St. Francis order of nuns beneath her 
royal robes, and unlike the ladies of the present day, she 
,vas often heard to say that she considered no part of her 
tiIne so much \vasted as that passed in dressing and adorn- 
ing herself. 
She fasted on Fridays and Saturdays and on all the 
saints' days, confessed every week, and received the 
Eucharist every Sunday. For t,vo hours after dinner one 
of her attenqants read books on religion to her. 
N ot\vithstanding this devotion Katharine enjoyed lively 
conversation, and often invited Sir Thomas More, \vhose 
society gave her great pleasure, to her private suppers \vith 
the king. She was fond of needle-\vork ;lso, and left SOlne 
rich specÏ1nens of her skill, that were for a long time pre- 
served in the Tower. 
Although she took great interest in all English customs, 
and tried to make her subjects forget that she ,vas a for- 
eigner, she never could fancy field-sports, though Henry 
expressed great displeasure because she \vould not mount 
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a horse and hunt as Englishwomen did. For his sake she 
pretended to like games, though she really had little taste 
in that direction. Even after her lnisfortunes began, the 
great EraSlnus said to Henry: "Your noble \vife spends 
the tin1e reading the sacred volume \vhich other princesses 
occupy \vith cards and dice." That reno\vned scholar 
always held her up as an example to her sex, and dedicated 
a very important work to her, called "Christian l\Iatri- 
mony." 


Cardinal Wolsey occupied a prominent position in Eng- 
land at this tiIne, and he \vas a very good friend to Katharine 
until she felt compelled to express her opinion of a certain 
bad action of his, \vhich was brought about in this ,vay: 
One day the Duke of Buckingham ,vas holding the basin 
for the king to wash his hands when the cardinal poked 
his in also. The duke became very indignant at such 
presu111ption, for he considered it beneath his dignity to 
perfonn such an office for anybody but his sovereign; he 
therefore flung the \vater all over the cardinal's feet, \vhere- 
upon that worthy prelate scowled revengefully, and angrily 
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threatened punishment. He carried it into effect, and suc- 
ceeded in causing the execution of the duke on a charge 
of treasonable sorcery. 
_ Buckinghalll had been one of Katharine's earliest friends 
In England, and she could not help relllonstrating against 
the injustice of his sentence. She even pleaded for hiIn 
,vith the king, but failed. \Volsey's opposition ,vas too 
strong, so Katharine revenged herself by openly censuring 
his cruel conduct, for ,vhich he never forgave her. 
The next year Charles V. visited his aunt again at Green- 
,vich Palace. He caIne really for the purpose of urging 
the king to 111ake ,var against France, though he pretended 
that it ,vas to engage hilllself to his little cousin, Princess 
I\1ary, then only six years old. 
Queen Katharine 111et hilll at the hall-door, with her 
daughter by her side, and blessed him as he kneeled do,vn 
before her. He stayed in England six ,yeeks, and the 
result of his visit ,vas more fighting in France. 
Then Anne Boleyn returned home, and ,vas appointed 
111aid of honor to Queen Katharine. She ,vas a great 
beauty, and such a belle at court that unhappily Henry fell 
in love ,vith her. But he did not make his feelings kno\vn 
just then because the queen's health ,vas very bad, and no 
doubt he flattered hin1self that she might accomlllodate 
him by dying, and thus spare hinl the trouble of a di
,Torce. 
Ho\vever she gre,v better, and then, ,vith \Volsey's assist- 
ance, Henry began to make plans for ridding himself of 
her. His first step ,,,as to cOlllplain to his confessor that 
his conscience troubled hinl for haying married his brother's 
,vido,v, but it seen1S strange that that in,vard 11lonitor had 
been silent for so many years. He set spies to ,vatch 
Katharine's actions, hoping, no doubt, that something might 
be discovered to help his cause; but he ,vas disappointed, 
and the queen \vas secretly informed of his intentions. 
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Naturally she "7as very indignant, and \vanted to consult 
her nephe\v, Charles V., as to what she ought to do. For 
that purpose she sent a faithful servant, but he was stopped 
on the \vay by one of Walsey's agents. 
She then expressed her intention of going to law about 
the Inatter, and consulted her confessor, hoping that it 
,vould be laid before the church. The poor, friendless 
\voman might have kno\vn that she could scarcely look for 
justice in a land not her own against a popular sovereign 
and his all-po\verful adviser. She had an interview with 
her husband, but he put her off \vith deceitful excuses and 
fair promises, and she ,vas forced to a\vait patiently what- 
ever his pleasure Inight prompt. 
In the meantime a pestilence broke out in London, and 
several of the royal household died of it. This so alarmed 
Henry that he Inade thirty-nine wills, confessed his sins 
every day, and passed most of his time in penitence and 
prayer, his only recreation being the mixing of medicines 
and the compounding of plasters and ointments. He even 
sent .A.nne Boleyn home to her relations. But no sooner 
did the pestilence disappear than his jovial spirits returned, 
and he began to write daily love-letters to his favorite. 
\Volsey, to aid the king's divorce, had made the pope 
believe that Katharine wished to retire from the \yorld and 
lead a religious life, and it is possible that he thought she 
might be persuaded to do so. 
[A.D. 1528.] She did not know of this deception until 
Campeggio, the pope's legate, arrived in England in 15 28 . 
Then, in order to disprove it, she adopted a different course 
of conduct, became gay and lively, and encouraged all 
sorts of diversions among her C0urt ladies. She tried to 
n1ake herself popular ,vith her subjects, too, by being more 
gracious than before, and appearing oftener in public. 
rrhis behavior was turned against her by the king's council, 
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who were told that the queen was only gay because her 
husband was sad, and that she ,vas conspiring for his death 
and that of his cardinal. Thereupon they advised Henry 
tq separate hÍ1nself from he
 entirely, and to remove the 
Princess 
1ary fro111 her guardianship. This piece of 
Illalice ,yas a sting bitterer than death. 
Katharine kne\v that \V olsey ,vas her chief persecutor, 
and did not hesitate to charge him \vith all her troubles as 
well as with being an enemy to her nephe\v, Charles V. 
That elnperor \vas very Inuch distressed \yhen he heard 
of the turn affairs had taken, and declared that if the pope 
decided against his aunt he \vould 
ot cOlnplain, but if not, 
he ,vould support her and her daughter as far as possible. 
In May,I529, there ,vas a solemn court held in the great 
hall of the palace at Blackfriars,_ \tV olsey and Campeggio 
presiding. Each of the prelates ,vas seated in a large 
chair, covered ,,,ith rich tapestry, near a long table. On 
the right \vas a canopy \vith a Inassive chair for the king, 
and on the left a similar one for the queen. Henry did 
not appear at first, but Katharine entered the hall, attended 
by four bishops and a train of court ladies, to say that she 
would only accept the decision of the pope, because the 
cardinals who were present \vere too prejudiced to be just. 
She then left. 
.lifter several ,veeks of discussion the king and queen 
were both sUlnmoned to appear in court. \Vhen the 
crier called: "Henry, King of England, COlne into court," 
he ans\vered distinctly, and standing up beneath his 
canopy, spoke of the yirtues of his \vife and of his 
un\villingness to part froln her, excepting to soothe the 
pangs of his conscience. Then Katharine ,vas called. 
She was already present, seated in her chair, and merely 
rose to explain that the action of the court \vas illegal, 
stating reasons ,vhy such ,vas the case. 
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Her name \vas called again. "Then she rose a second 
tilne, and ,valked around the table the ,,,hole length of the 
court, until she caIne to ,vhere the king sat. Kneeling 
do,vn before him, she n1ade a most touching appeal, 
begging hitn to take cOlnpassion on her, a stranger in his 
land, and let her have some justice. She also requested 
him to suspend the trial until she could hear fron1 her 
falnily in Spain and get their advice. 
After she had finished her long address to the king, she 
lnade a lo,v bow, and ,yith a dignified air slo\vly marched 
out of court. As she moved away, her nalne ,vas called 
several tilnes, ,vhereupon the person on ,vhose ann she 
leaned said: "Madaln', you are called back." "I hear it 
,veil enough," sl1e replied; "but on - on - go you on, for 
this is no court wherein I can have justice." 
Her appeai to the king had Inade such an impression on 
all present that he made a long speech, lamenting "that 
his conscience should urge the divorce of such a queen 
,vho had ever been a devoted wife, full of gentleness and 
virtue." The Inen1bers of his council kne,v well that he 
,vas not speaking the truth, but they did not dare to tell 
him so. As Cardinal \\T olsey ,vas still a favorite, the king 
closed his harangue by an assurance that he \vas in no ,vay 
to blalne for the desired divorce. 
A ,veek later Katharine Vlas sUIDlnoned to court again, 
but refused to obey, and with her own hand \vrote an 
appeal to the pope. The cardinals had done all they 
could think of to get the queen to consent to a divorce, 
and being at a loss ho,v to proceed, they took a vacation 
of three 1110nths. .L\.t the expiration of that term the t\VO 
cardinals ,vent to Bride,vetl, 8nd requested a private 
interyie\v with Katharine. She received them courteously, 
in1pressed upon theln her forlorn situation in a foreign land, 
deprived of counsel, and told them that she would be 
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grateful if they \vould adyise her ho\v to act. She then 
\vithdre\v \vith them to a private room, ,,"here they remained 
for nearly an hour in earnest conversation. She must have 
argued her case well, for both the cardinals \vere ,von over 
to her side, and \vould never say another ,vord against her. 
This ,vas the only cause for offence that King Henry ever 
had against 'Volsey, \vho ceased, from that nloment, to be 
his fayorite. 



 
 

 
'
 ?.[

Yllf{
&c=;

:
-- 

-.:;;





 
_1- -- . -"'f:
'CA '" 
, 
- _.



-:;-:
i
:

; 
_ 
,
., 

 
_ ;_


I
;;'
::

) 


 
"ÀI 
 
 .

 
,,
, -.
"-" --= '.,:.. 
::-'
".rjt..;,: -. 
 ":':'
 
,:
 ,i. fa\' : 
 :I
p", '
, 


;;

 .
 ;
 .: :'-r


-i}t


'
.
:=1
 
. 
\\

 _ ,'/ " J }'- 
 :l,
... . ótn: 
" ..... 'J.
 
:,..r'\,_. .'" J. 
i 
 :L

'Iii"--:i . 
 
 1I '
 '\ _"' 

;;j.";:f.... '. - - 
,,,.?'ß " 

.","'J, , .' Il:'
 '(I f., j::-: , \,' ;-'fr . 
'.;. '" "--I:...q..j.;-'Y- r '" '
. 
 1

 
r J ...:::-<-..x 

"
jJ<Ifl;j ..
. I ,) 
 ,olt
' . .

 "

I'\, t-. 
 '-":
' 
f 
 '
"\;1 \ 

't 
 
/" .
 
..;...
 '". ,. ,þ' - . >:--. -;;0' 




 
--


;;-- \'hl 

 
i 

!Þ2
 _ 
--;?C7 C> -
""\\r.
r'/,(

 
 
 _ z-- 

 
 .. f
;:Y . Då . L -r.ç- 
WOLSEY'S TOWER. 


"Then the court met again, the king ,vas very angry to 
hear that the question of his divorce must be referred to 
the pope. He ,vanted it settled in his \vay and in England. 
Shortly after, \V olsey had an intervie,v \vith the king, 
\yhich proved his last. 
The king and queen passed ChristInas together at 
Green\vich \vith the usual festivities, and seelned to be on 
very good terms, he treating the Princess 
[ary very tenderly, 
and sho\ving Katharine the respect due the Queen of Eng- 
land. 
Henry had an object in this; he \vanted his \vife to ,vith- 
dra\v her appeal from Rome, and let the matter be decided 
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in England, but she refused. Then he got angry, put a 
sudden stop to the court diversions, and retired to the 
palace at Whitehall that he had just taken froIll vV olsey. 
Later, he sent a message to the queen entreating her to 
"quiet his conscience." She replied: "God grant my 
husband a quiet conscience, but I mean to abide by no 
decision excepting that of ROlne." 
This ans,ver put the king in a perfect fury. After the 
festival of Trinity he accolnpanied the queen to Windsor, 
but left in a few days, and sent her word to be out of the 
castle before his return. "Go \\rhere I may," was the 
reply of the forsaken queen, " I aln his wife, and for him I 
will pray!" She immediately left \\Tindsor Castle, and 
never again beheld her husband or chil
 She went to 
res.ide at Ampthill, \vhence she \vrote her daughter letters 
full of most excellent advice, always praying her to submit 
to her father's will. Her reason for this ,vas that she 
wished the child to keep in the king's good graces, knowing 
that he would some tÏ1ne or other acknowledge her rights. 
Once, on hearing of l\Iary's illness, Katharine ,vrote to 
Crom\vell for peru1ission to see her, but ,vas cruelly 
refused. 
Finding at last that the decision at Rome was likely to 
be against hiIn, the king induced Dr. CranIner, who had 
just been made Archbishop of Canterbury, to conclude the 
long agitated question of the divorce by granting it. At 
the commencelnent of the following year he married Anne 
Boleyn, and there were insurrections raised in many parts 
of the kingdoln on account of it. 
Had Queen Katharine not been such a good woman she 
might have given the king a great deal of trouble by head- 
ing a party against him, particular! y as the House of Com- 
mons had requested hin1 to take her back. At the end of 
several months Cranmer succeeded in getting the divorce 
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settled; but the sorro\v and anxiety that poor Katharine 
had suffered had broken do\vn her health, so that ,,-heD 
Lord 1Iontjoy ""ent to infonn her that she ,vas no longer 
Queen of England, but do,,'ager Princess of \Vales, he 
found her "ery ill in bed. She declared that she had been 
cro\\'ned and anointed queen, and ,,"ould be called by that 
title as long as she lived, and no bribes or threats \vould 
1110ve her in the least. She forbade her servants to take 
an oath to serve her as Princess of 'Vales, and many of 
them were obliged to quit her service because they ,vould 
not disobey her. Those who remain
d ,vere excused from 
taking the oath at all. 
Katharine ahvays judged her rival in the most charitable 
light, and seemed to think her an object of pity. Once 
,,,hen one of her \vornen cursed Anne Boleyn, because she 
sa\v ho\v troubled her Inistress \vas, Katharine said: "Hold 
your peace! curse her not, but rather pray for her, for even 
no\v is the time fast cOIning ,vhen you shall have reason to 
pity her and lalnent her case." 
Katharine had remo\ ed to Buckden, ,vhere she passed 
her time in praying and deeds of charity, or em broidering 
for the churches. After a ,,,hile she regained her peace of 
lnind, and Inade herself greatly beloved by the country 
people, ,,,ho visited her frequently, and sho,ved her the 
deepest respect. Other messengers "'ere sent to her froln 
Henry, requesting her to call herself Prince Arthur's 
,,"ido\v, and to resign the title of queen. This made her 
very angry, and she declared that she ,vas the king's ,vife, 
not his subject, and ,vould be called queen until she died. 
She ,vas the only person in the reahn ,vho dared to defy 
the king; she had lost his loye, but not his esteen1. Any- 
body at court ,vho ,vas kno"'n to speak in Katharine's 
favor "Tas either locked up in'the To\ver or executed, and a 
perfect reIgn of terror ,vas the result. "Then she heard 
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ho\v her friends had suffered on her account her health 
gre\v ,vorse, and as she \vas anxious to live for the sake of 
her daughter she sent a request to the king to appoint her 
a residence nearer London. He nalned Fotheringay 
Castle, a place that ,vas notoriously unhealthy. But Kath- 
arine absolutely refused to go there, and after a great deal 
of opposition on the part of the king's agents she ,vas 
relnoved to KiInbolton Castle, deprived of lnany con1forts 
that her ill-health Inade necessary for her. One serious 
cause of distress to Katharine ,vas the imprisonlnent of her 
two confessors, \\'ho, silnply because they took sides \vith 
her, \vere subjected to the Inost cruel tonnents. 
[A.D. 1536.J By the end of the year the queen was on 
her death-bed. \Vhen she kne\v her end \vas approaching 
she sent an entreaty to Henry that she lnight be pern1itted 
to see her child and give her a blessing. It was refused. 
.l\. fe\v days before she expired Katharine called one of her 
maids to her bedside and, dictated a farewell letter to the 
king, in ,vhich she pardons hiln for all the misery he 
has caused her, and prays that God Inay also pardon hin1. 
She cOlnmends their daughter J\fary to his care, and begs 
him to be a good father to her. And in conclusion she re- 
quests Inarriage portions for her three maids, and a year's 
extra pay for all her other servants lest they should be un- 
provided for. Henry shed tears on reading the letter, and 
sent Eustachio, the Spanish ambassador, to J.ttend Katha- 
rine's death-bed. He and Lady \Villoughby, the friend and 
countrywoman of the queen, who hastened tö her at the 
last, were the only persons present \vhen she passed a,vay. 
In her ,vill she left a few legacies, but her inco111e had been 
so cut do,vn during the last few years of her existence that 
she had not much to dispose of. She mentions her dresses 
that Henry kept ,vhen she was so brutally turned a,vay 
from his palace, and begs that they be used for church 
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ornaments. She \vas buried at Peterborough Abbey, and 
for several rears a canopy covered \yith a black velvet 
cloth, on \vhich \vas elnbroidered a large silver cross and 
t
e Spanish coat-of-arms, stood over the grave. 
Henry had a solemn service at Green\vich on the day of 
Katharine's burial, at ,vhich he appeared \vith his attend- 
ants in deep lllourning, and cOllllllanded all J1is court to do 
the saIne. Anne Boleyn dressed herself and all her ladies 
in rello,v instead, and heartlessly laughed over the death 
of the queen. "I am grieved," she said, "not because 
she is dead, but for the vaunting of the good end she 
made." She had reason to speak so, for nothing \vas 
talked of but the Christian death-bed of Katharine, and 
many books and papers \vere \vritten in her praise. 
A short tÍllle after her burial SOllle of her friends ventured 
to suggest to the king that a lllonument ought to be erected 
to her lllelllory. He ans\vered: "That he \vould have to 
her lllelllory one of the goodliest IllonUlllents in Christen- 
dOlll." rfhis \vas the beautiful abbey church of Peter- 
borough, for \vhen Henry VIII. caused the destruction of 
all the convents and lllonasteries in England he spared that 
one because it contained Queen Katharine's remains. 
Through all her bitter trials no enemy \vas successful in 
tarnishing Katharine of Arragon's good name, but Shak- 
speare is the only \vriter \vho has properly appreciated her 
InoraI \vorth. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 


ANKE BOLEYN, SECOND QUEEN OF IIENRY VIII. 
(A.D. 1501-1536.) 


ANNE BOLEYN was one of the beauties of the court of 
l(atharine of Arragon, and was particularly attractive to 
the king on account of her \vit and her fondness for page- 
ants and lllasquerades, in which she took a leading part. 
Henry performed at these entertainlllents, also; thus these 
two \vere often thro\vn together, and the lady's vanity and 
ambition \vere flattered by the attentions he paid her. 
She was an Englishwoman by birth, though of French 
descent on her father's side. Her nlother'died \vhen she 
\vas only eleven years. old, and she was taken charge of by 
a French governess called Simonette. She was carefully 
educated, and excelled in lllusic and needle\vork. Besides, 
she \vrote both French and English letters to her father 
\vhen he \vas a\vay, and that \vas an accolllplishn1ent very 
rare alllong ladies of the reign of Henry VIII. 
[A.D. I514.J It \vas probably on account of her superior 
knowledge that she \vas selected to go \yith the young 
Princess Mary to France \vhen she married Louis XII., and 
her kno\vledge of the language must have been of great ser- 
vice to the young girl, \vho could speak only English. They 
had a very stormy voyage to Boulogne, and had to go ashore 
in little boats at the risk of their lives. It \vas rather trying 
to the Princess 1\1ary and her four maids of honor to have 
to appear in their drenched garments before all the French 
nobles who had asselnbled on the beach to receive theIne 
37 8 
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But they soon had a chance of sho\ving off their beauty to 
ad\
antage, for ,,,-hen \vithin four miles of Abbeville they 
mounted \vhite horses, and \vith thirty other ladies ,vho 
j
ined the procession, rode into the to\vn. i\Iary \vore a 
superb embroidered robe, and her ladies' dresses \vere of 
crilnson velvet, \vhich Inust have been particularly becoming 
to the \VarIn, brunette complexion and sparkling black eyes 
of Anne Boleyn. 
'Vhen the King of France died, and 1\1ary \vent back to 
England, Anne did not accompany her, but entered the 
service of Queen Claude, \vife of Francis I. 
This queen \vas a most excellen t \voman, and exercised 
a \vholesome influence over her maids of honor. They 'vent 
regularly \vith her to mass, attended her \vhen she appeared 
in public, and spent part of every day in her society reading, 
embroidering, and \veaving. The strict rules of this sober- 
minded queen \vere rather irksome to the lively English 
maid of honor, for she \vas fond of all sorts of games, 
rnusic, and dancing, and is said to have invented n1any ne\v 
figures and steps ,vhich she performed \vith much grace 
and agility. Another of her gifts \vas a remar
ably s,,'eet 
voice, both in singing and speaking. \Yhile at the French 
court her costume \vas a cap of velvet. trimn1ed in points
 
a little gold bell hanging from each poin t; a vest of the 
same material \vith silver stars, a jacket of \vatered silk \vith 
large hanging sleeves that almost con cealed her hands, and 
a skirt to match. Her feet "'ere encased in blue velvet 
slippers, \vith a strap across the instep, fastened \vith a dia- 
mond star. Her hair fell in ringlets about her shoulders. 
Of course she dressed in this Inanner only ,vhen she \vas very 
young; later, \"hen she lived in England, her costumes ,,,ere 
yery different. She had one serious defect \vhich, ho\vever, 
she managed to conceal \vith her long sleeves. It \vas a 
deformity of the little finger of the left hand \vhich some 
chroniclers say ,vas divided and formed t\VO fingers. 
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[A.D. 1522.J She \vas about t\venty years old \vhen 
she returned to England and attached herself to the house- 
hold of l(atharine. 
The lnaids of honor dined at mess in those days like 
officers of the arn1Y or navy of the present tÏ1ne, and \vere 
plentifully served \vith all the good food the lnarkets 
afforded, besides an alnple supply of ale and \vine. Each 
maid of honor \vas allo\ved a servant and a spaniel, and 
those \vho \vere daughters of peers could have stabling for 
horses and carriages besides. 
There \vas a young lnan at court nalned Lord Henry 
Percy, the eldest son of the Duke of Northumberland, 
,vhose duty it \vas to attend Cardinal Wolsey to the palace 
daily; but \vhile that prelate held council with the king, 
Lord Henry \vould pass the tilne with the court ladies. 
The result of these visits was a love affair bet\veen him 
and the fair Anne Boleyn. But the king had made up his 
n1ind to marry the young lnaid of honor hilnself as soon as 
he could get a divorce from his \vife, consequently he com- 
plained to the cardinal, and t9ld him that he must break 
off the match at once, because he had planned a marriage 
for Anne with another person. The cardinal sent for Percy 
and took him to task for thinking to unite himself to any- 
body \vithout first consulting his father and the king. The 
young Inan expressed his regret at having displeased the 
king, but declared that he could not give up his lady-love. 
Thereupon \V ol
ey swore that he should be forced to do so, 
adding: "I \vill send for your father out of the North, and 
he and \ve shall take this matter in hand; in the Ineanti111e 
I charge thee to go no more into her con1 pany to arouse 
the king's indignation." With these words he arose and 
went into his own room. 
In answer to the king's summons the Earl of Northu111- 
berland did appear \vith as little delay as possible. He \vas 
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an extremely proud, cold, narro,v-minded man, ,vho ,vanted 
his son to marry a WOlnan at least his equal in rank and 
\vealth; therefore at the conclusion of his secret interview 
,\'
th the cardinal he rated Percy soundly, and applied to 
him the most abusive and insulting names he could think 
of. He finished his long lecture by telling hin1 that he 
did not mean to n1ake hilll his heir, because he had other 
boys ,vho, he trusted, ,,",ould prove ,viser men, and he 
would choose one of them for his successor. 
Percy \vas then banished from court, and forced to 
marry 1Iary Talbot, a daughter of the Earl of Shre,vsbury, 
\vith ,,,horn he ,vas very unhappy. If only he had been 
strong enough to hold out in his love for Anne a little 
,vhile longer he might have been spared a great deal of 
misery, for his father died in less than three years after 
his forced marriage, and he becalne Earl of N orthun1ber- 
land. 
To punish Anne for loving Percy, the king banished 
her from court and sent her home to her father's house. 
She laid the ,,,hole blame on \\T olsey, and \vas so angry 
,vith him as to declare she ,vould be revenged on him. 
He could never gain favor ,,,ith her after that. She lived 
at Hever Castle, ,vith her father and stepn10ther, and \vas 
very unhappy on account of the great disappointInent she 
had suffered. 
After a time the king made an unexpected visit at the 
castle, but Anne pretended to be ill, and ,vould not leave 
her room all the time he \vas there. But the tyrant ,vas 
bound to have everything to suit himself, so he began to 
dra,v her family to court by giving them ilnportant offices, 
and advanced her father to the peerage under the title of 
Viscount Rochford. Still Anne did not return, and the 
king \vrote her several letters urging her to do so. She 
dared not show hin1 ho,v angry she \vas because he had 
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broken off her engagement ,vith Percy, but she was treas- 
uring up a store of vengeance against the cardinal, who 
had been his tool, that she hoped SOlne day to visit upon 
his head. She had been aViay from court just four years 
,vhen she returned, and Wolsey's enen1ies ,vere glad to 
be able to count on her influence to crush him. 
A short time after he was sent on an elnbassy to France, 
and it was during his absence that Anne gained a great 
deal of influence over the king. Alnbition had entered 
her head, and seeing that Henry admired her, she deter- 
mined to share his throne as soon as his ,vife could be 
got out of the ,yay. He had asked her to lnarry him, 
and only awaited the settlelnent of the divorce, which was 
a long and tedious affair. 
Anne Boleyn was soon living in Suffolk House, \vhich 
the king had secured for her, and there she had a regular 
court of her own, ,vith her ladies-in-,vaiting, her train-bearer, 
and her chaplains, quite independent of the queen. 
The first introduction of Tindal's translation of the 
Scriptures was made \vhile Anne \\'as so powerful. Alnong 
her ladies was one called Mistress Gaynsford, 'v ho had a 
lover, also employed at Suffolk House, named George Zouch. 
One day the young lady \vas deeply interested in a book, 
from which she \vould not raise her eyes, even to speak to 
George, who tried several times to make her listen to him, 
At last he becalne very angry and snatched the book out of 
her hand. It proved to be the translation of Tindal, that 
had been privately presented by one of the Reforn1ers to 
Anne Boleyn. N O'V, this ,york had been proscribed by 
Cardinal Wolsey, who ,vas not in favor of any refonns in 
religion, and kept secret from the king. Mistress Gayns- 
ford knew this perfectly well, and was so frightened at 
being discovered with it that she begged and implored 
her lover to return it to her, but merely to tease her, 
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he ran off with it. The next time he \vent to the 
King's chapel, \vith the other courtiers, he took it into h
s 
head to read the identical book he had taken from his lad y- 
love, and becan1e so absorbed in it that the service \vas 
concluded \\'ithout his kno\ving it. The dean of the chapel 
\\'ondered ,,-hat George could be reading \vith so luuch 
interest, and asked to haye a look at the volulne. As soon 
as he sa\v \vhat It \vas he carried it to Cardinal 'Volsey. 
lÆeantin1e, Anne had asked for it, and \yhen she heard into 
\"hose hallds it had fallen, she said: H \Yell, it shall be the 
dearest book that eyer dean or cardinal detained." Then 
she \vent to the king, and not only succeeded in persuading 
him to get the book back for her, but nlade hirn read it. 
This beautiful fa\?orite continued to hate Cardinal \Y 01- 
sey 1110re and 111orc, and \vas detern1Ïned that Henry should 
sho\v hiru no favors if she could help it. Her mind \vas 
constantly busy laying plans to keep then1 apart, and to put 
the cardinal in an unfavorable light, though she used the 
nlost flattering tenns both in speaking and \\Titing to hinl. 
This deception she continued until he \vas \von oyer to 
Queen Katharine's cause, \vhen she declared her hostility 
openly, and she "'as a \YOn1an \\'ho ,,"ould stop at nothing 
that \vould gratify her thirst for revenge. She \vas con- 
stantly poisoning the king's n1ind against him, yet the old 
friendship \vould crop out from time to tÏ1ne, and ,vhen the 
cardinal \vas seized ,,'ith the pesti1enc
 Dr. Butts, the king's 
physician, \\'as sent to attend him. 
" Have you seen yonder man?" asked King Henry of 
the doctor. "Yes," \vas the reply; "and if you "'ill have 
hiln dead, I \varrant you that if he receive not some con1- 
fort fronl YOU he \vil1 be dead \vithin four davs." 
oJ .- 
"Goel forbid!" cried the king, 
'I \vould not lose hiln 
for t\venty thousand pounds. I pray you go to him, and 
do you care for hÜu." 
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"Then must your grace send him some comfortable 
" . d D 
message, sal r. Butts. 
"1'ell hin1 that I aln not offended \vith him in Iny heart 
for anything, and bid hiln be of good cOlnfort," returned 
the king, handing the doctor a ruby ring \yith his o\\"n 
ilnage carved thereon, and requesting hiln to carry it to the 
patient. He desired Anne Boleyn to send some token of 


WHITEHALL, WOLSEY'S PALACE, WHERE HENRY VIII. FIRST MET 
ANNE BOLEYN. 


regard also, and she handed the doctor a gold tablet that 
hung at her side, adding a loving n1essage, of \\'hich she 
did not mean a word. V\T olsey raised hilnself in his bed 
when the presents were sho\vn to hiIn, and thanked the 
doctor joyfully for the comfort he had brought. At 
the end of four days he \vas \vell again. But he \vas too 
near the court for the conlfort or ease of his enemIes, so 
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the Duke of Norfolk. Anne's uncle, sent him ,yord through 
Cro111,yell H that if he did not instantly depart for the 
north he ,vould tear hiIn ,,,ith his teeth." He did go as far 
as Ca,vood. near York, but Anne neyer ceased her perse- 
èutions until she had hiIn arrested for high treason, and 
enlployed her early lover Percy to carry him the ".arrant. 
K 0 doubt this ,vas done to relnind the cardinal of her first 
cause of hatred to,,,ards him. He ,,,as in prison only 
t\venty-fi\"e days ,,,hen he obtained his release. 
At this time the Duke of Norfolk, Anne's uncle, ,vas 
president of the cabinet, ,,,hile the Duke of Suffolk, her 
father, Sir Tho111aS 
Iore, Fitz,,,illial11, and Stephen 
Gardiner conducted the affairs of the realnl, but she ,vas 
the ruling po,yer that influenced them all. She kept up 
her court ,,,ith great splendor, and spent nloney most 
extrayagantly. Still she could not marry the king until 
CroIn,vell's bold stroke that separated England froin the 
po\ver of the pope enabled her to do so. 
Then poor Queen Katharine ,vas driyen a,vay from 
\'Tindsor Castle, and the king created Anne Boleyn 
1Iarchioness of Pelnbroke, ,,,ith a pension of ;[1000 per 
annlun. This cerelnony ,,,as perforuled ,,,ith great pOlnp. 
The king ,vas seated on his throne in the presence chalnber 
at "'indsor, surrounded by his councillors and a number of 
peers. Anne Boleyn entered, follo,ved by a long train of 
courtiers, and lords and ladies of the nobility. Lady l\Iary 
carried on her left arnl a robe of state nlade of criInson 
yelyet, lined and trinllned \vith ennine, and in her right 
hand a coronet of gold. .A_nne ,vore a jacket of red yelyet 
,,,ith short slee\'es, her hair hanging loosely about her 
shoulders. She courtesied three tinles before reaching the 
throne, then kneeled do\vn at the king's feet. After that 
the charter ,,,as read aloud, and the king hilnself placed the 
mantle on the shoulders of the ne,v Inarchioness and 
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ANNE BOLEYN'S CHAMBER AT HEVER CASTLE. 


The exact time or place of the Il1arriage between Henry 
VIII. and Anne Boleyn is not kno,vn. It ,vas kept secret 
because it \vas so unpopular in F
ngland, but as soon as the 
cerell10ny ,vas perf o r111 ed Viscount Rochford ,vas sent to 
France to announce the event to Francis I. When the 
secret leaked out Cranmer publicly announced King 
Henry's divorce from Queen Katharine and his l11arriage 
to Anne Boleyn, who then began to appear in state. 
[A.D. 1534.J Early in May, 1534, the king notified the 



15 22 . 


A 11lle Boleyn. 


39 1 


lord-mayor that the coronation of Queen Anne \yoldd take 
place at \\T es tn1Ìnster on \rhitsunday, and requested hiIn to 
conduct her grace fron1 Green\"ich to the To\ver by \yater 
a fe,v days before. On the 19th of May the river Thalnes 
presented a Inost festi\-e appearance. In obedience to the 
royal order a barge had been decorated and fitted up for 
Anne Boleyn's use in a 1110st gorgeous style. The lord- 
111ayor en1barked in this, and fifty others follov{ed in 
his train, one carrying a band of music, \vhile the others 
were filled \yith all the great men of London dressed 
in scarlet, many of theln \vearing heavy gold chains about 
their necks, and others their order of knighthood. Hun- 
dreds of little ro\v-boats \vere moving about on the \vater 
besides, for every one \vho could procure any sort of a tug 
accompanied the chief of the city to Green\vich, or rested 
on their oars in the best positions they could find to get a 
sight of the ne\v queen. On the deck of the royal barge 
\vas a tremendous dragon, surrounded by other monsters 
that \verè from time to time Inade to vomit forth fire by 
concealed artillerymen to the delight and terror of the dif- 
ferent boats that floated near. On one barge sat a score 
of young ladies amidst festoons of red and \"hite roses 
arranged on branches that formed a canopy, at the summit 
of \vhich sat a \vhite falcon crowned, holding a sceptre in 
one foot, and Anne Boleyn's motto "
le and 
Iine" hang- 
ing on his breast. These young ladies sang the queen's 
praises in a chorus as they glided over the \vater. All the 
barges \vere fitted up \vith gay flags, flo\vers and banners. 
Having reached Green\vich Palace they anchored, the 
band perforn1Ïng different pieces of music, and the chorus 
of ladies singing until three o'clock, \"hen Anne appeared 
superbly dressed and attended by her ladies. She entered 
her barge, and the gay flotilla mo\yed do\vn the river again 
amidst music, cheering, and the soundin
 of trumpets until 
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it reached the 'fo,ver, \vhen a marvellous peal of guns 
,vas shot off. The lord-chalnberlain received the queen 
and conducted her to the king, \vho kissed her tenderly. 
1'he ,vhole evening the barges hovered near the To".er, 
and froln then1 \vas a display of brilliant fire,vorks, \vhile 
cro,vds of people stood to \vitness theln on the neighboring 
\vharves and bridges. 
Ho,v different \vere the feelings of the fair Anne \yithin 
that self-saIne fortress only t,vo short years later. On the 
eve of the coronation, according to the usual cllstoln, the 
queen ,vas conducted through the city of London in grand 
procession. All the streets through ,yhich she passed ,vere 
decorated. The lorcl-Inayor received her at the To,ver 
gate. He ,yore a crilnson yelvet go,vn \vith a gold collar. 
First in the procession can1e the French aInbassador ,,,ith 
his retinue in blue and yello,v velvet, then the judges, next 
the ne,vly-made Knights of the Bath in violet go,vns ,vith 
hoods lined and trin1n1ed with ,vhite fur. After theln canle 
the abbots, then the nobility and the bishops. The Arch- 
bishop of York rode ,vith the alnbassador of Venice, and 
CranIner, Archbishop of Canterbury, ,vith the French 
ambassador. Then follo\vecl t\VO esquires \vearing the 
coronet of N onnandy and .,1quitaine, the lord-mayor ,vith 
his lnace and garter, several Inore knights and nobles. 
Close behind theln ,vas an open litter dra,vn by two \vhite 
horses led by footmen dressed in ,vhite damask. In this 
litter sat the bright object of the parade in a jacket of 
silver tissue, lnantle of the saIne lined \vith ermine, her 
dark hair falling in pretty contrast over her shoulders. A 
band of precious stones encircled her head, and above her 
,vas held by four knights on foot a canopy covered \vith 
cloth of cold. 
The lnaster of the horse led the queen's own riding ani- 
mal, bearing a rich side-saddle \vith trappings of cloth of 
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gold that reached nearly to the ground. Seyen ladies on 
horseback, dressed in crÏ1nson yelyet, follo,,,ed; then came 
1 ,vo chariots, in one of which sat the old Duchess of N or- 
. folk ,yith the l\Iarchioness of Dorset, and in the other four 
ladies of the bed-chanl ber. Fourteen Inore ladies ,,,ith their 
,raiting lnaids canle next, and the guard brought up the 
rear. 
...it )1'enchurch street ,,,as a pageant of children dressed 
up to represent different kinds of 111erchants, \"ho \yelcomed 
the queen both in French 
and English, the "hole 
procession halting for 
that purpose. ...it a cor- .t
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can sinlilar to the one on 
the barge, \yith this dif- 'VATERGATE, TOWER. 
ference: it sat uncro\ynecl arnidst red and white rose
. 
and ,yhen the queen caIne opposite it, an angel fle\v do\yn, 
accompanied by soft 111usic, and placed a cro\vn of gold on 
its head. A fountain of red ,,-ine flo\yed at another corner, 
and the three Graces stood aboye it on a throne, before 
,yhich sat a poet ,,,ho recited yerses and presented the 
queen \yith appropriate gifts fron1 Faith. I-Iope and Charity. 
The city recorder handed the queen a purse çontaining 
a thousand lnarks in gold, \yhich she graciously receiyed \"ith 
thanks. ...tit Cheapside \yas a rich pageant fron1 ,yhich pro- 
ceeded l11usic and singing. \yhile Pallas, 'Tenus, and Juno 
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held up their apples of gold containing ,visdolll, riches, and 
felicity, ,yhich they presented to the queen. Oyer the gate 
of St. Paul's ,vas a banner ,yith this inscription in Latin: 
"Proceed, Queen Anne, and reign prosperously." 
On a scaffold near by ,,,ere t\\'o hundred children, all 
beautifully dressed, ,vho recited verses, and so after passing 
seyeral other .pageants and fountains of red and ,vhite \yine, 
the queen arrived at \\1" estn1Ïnster. l'he palace ,vas richly 
decorated ,vithin and ,vithout. She rode to the ,-ery n1Ïddle 
of the hall, ,vhere she ,vas assisted to alight {roill her litter, 
and led up the high dais, ,,,here she took her seat under 
the canopy of state. At her left side stood a cabinet with 
ten shelves filled ,,,ith rich and costly cups and goblets of 
gold. After partaking of ,vine, cake, and sugar-pltllllS, ,vhich 
,vere handed to her ladies also, she ,vithdre\v to change her 
dress, and probably to rest, for all the parading and sight- 
seeing of the past several hours IllUSt have been rather 
fatiguing. 
The next day \vas the one that Anne had looked forward 
to for many years; the one that \yas to place her on the 
throne of England. It ,vas the 1st of July, and at a little 
after eight o'clock on that bright SUIlliner n10rning she stood 
under her canopy of state in a purple yel vet mantle lined 
,vith ennine, a band of rubies encircling her brow. There 
was the usual procession for such occasions, and the queen 
,vas conducted to the high altar in \Vestn1inster Abbey, 
where she prostrated hers
lf \vhile Craniller recited part of 
the service. Then he anointed her on the head and breast, 
placed the cro\vn on her head, and handed her the sceptre, 
while the choir sang the Te ÐeU111. She returned to her 
seat between the high . altar and the choir, ,vhere she 
relnained to the end of the mass, ,,,hen her father led her 
to her private room off Westminster Hall to wait till the 
banquet was prepared. Then all the great earls stood in 
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gorgeous attire prepared to ,vait on the queen in different 
capacities, the Duke of Suffolk as high ste\vard, assisted 
by Lord \VilliaIll Ho\yard, the Earl of Sussex as carver, the 
Earl of Arundel as chief butler, and so on. 
\Vhen all ,vas ready, the queen entered the hall ,vith her 
canopy borne over her, ,vashed her hands in the perfulned 
,vater poured over then1 by Sir Thoillas \Vyatt, and took 
her seat at the table, the Countesses 01 Oxford and \V orces- 
ter standing on either side of her chair, \vhile t\\70 gentle- 
,vomen sat at her feet. All the tables in the hall "'ere 
beautifully laid and tastefully decorated, and there ,vas music 
all through the n1eal. The king took no part in this cerelnony 
at all, but relnained shut up in the cloister of St. Stephen's 
a part of the abbey, ",hence he could overlo.ok all the pro- 
ceedings \yithout being seen hiInself. During the dinner 
the Duke of Suffolk and Lord \'Tilliam Ho\yard rode up and 
do\vn the hall, laughing and chatting ,,,ith the lords and 
ladies, and ,,,hen it ,vas over comlnanded them to relnain 
in their places until the queen had ,vashed her hands. 
She arose and stood in the middle of the hall, \"hile the 
Earl of Sussex brought her some s,veetmeats. Then the 
lord-lnayor brought her a golden cup filled \vith \"ine. 
After she had drunk, she presented him the cup and ,valked. 
to\vards the door of her room under her canopy. Before 
disappearing, she turned and presented the gold bells, 
canopy, and all its decorations to the barons ,,'ho had car- 
ried it. 
On the follo\ving day there ,,,ere jousts before the king 
and queen in the tilt-yard. But the pope did not approve 
of this second marriage, and so expelled the royal couple 
from the church; and Henry's cousin Cardinal Pole, ,yrote 
hiIn letters of reproach, calling Anne" J ezebel," " Sorcer- 
ess," and many other horrible names. Nevertheless, the 
king treated her with all the dignity of her station, and had 
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her initial A joined \vith his o\vn on all the gold and 
silver coins that ,vere struck after their lnarriage. Henry 
VIII. \vas the first and last nlonarch of England \vho ever 
paid his \vife that cOlnplilnent. 
Sir Thonlas l\Iore ,vas one of .L\nne's special enen1Ïes, 
because he relnained true in his friendship for Queen 
Katherine to the day of her death. \Vhen his daughter 
visited hinl in the To\ver he asked her "ho,,' Queen Anne 
did? " 
" Never better," she replied: "there is nothing else at 
court but dancing and sporting." 
" Neyer better!" said he, " alas! Meg, alas! it pitieth 
me to think into ,vhat lnisery, poor soul, she \vill shortly 
COlne. These dances of hers ,vill prove such dances that 
she ,vill spurn our heads off like foot-balls, but it \vill not 
be long ere her head ",ill dance the like dance." Her 
tragical end proves the truth of that poet's prophetic 
,vords. 
\\Then that great and good nlan ,yas executed, the 
announcenlent of it ,vas 11lade to Henry \vhile he happened 
to be playing cards ,vith Anne. "1'hou art the cause of 
this nlan's death," he cried, looking at her angrily, and 
rising froln the table. He then shut hÏ1nself up in his 
r00I11, deeply grieved. 
[A.D. 1533.J In 1533 Anne had a little daughter born, 
,,'ho after\vards became the reno\vned Queen Elizabeth. 
The opposition her lnarriage had lnet ,vith fro In ROlne 
caused Anne to side ,vith the Refoflnation party, though 
she ahvays continued a Catholic at heart, and obseryed all 
the cerelIlonies of that church. It is probable that she 
took no part in the cruelty that Henry exercised over the 
pious refonners, but it is certain that she lnade no effort to 
prevent it; for had she done so, she ,vas still po\verful 
enough to have succeeded. She had enjoyed one triulnph 
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after another, but ,vhen she reached the very summit of her 
greatness, no doubt she found that her path had been more 
thickly stre\vn \vith thorns than roses, and that in reading 
the Scriptures she felt the force of the text, \vhich says: 
"\Yhat is a Inan profited if he gain the \vhole ,vorld and 
lose his 0\\"11 soul? " She becan1e graye and serious, and 
spent lllore tÌlne at needle\vork \vith her ladies. ,,,hOln she 
assisted in making clothing \yhich she distributed among 
the poor. 
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Probably this change ,,,as due to the influence of the 
reformer, Hugh Latilner, \"hOnl she rescued fronl prison, 
\vhere he had been sent by the bishop of London: for it 
was after he preached to her and pointed out her duty 
that she so generously distributed alms and even paid for 
the education of pronlising lads \"ho \yere likely to devote 
themselves to the church. She 111USt often have felt that 
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her position on the throne of England \vas not very secure, 
for as her capricious husband had behaved to,vards his 
first \vife lnight he not behave to\yards her also? 
\Yhen the ne\vs of Katharine's death \\.as brought to her 
she exclailned: ,. N O\V I an1 indeed a queen! " But it ,,"as 
not long before she ,vas suffering all the bitter pangs that 
the good queen over ,,,-hosè death she rejoiced had endured. 
Henry had gro\vn tired of her, and "vas carrying on a 
flirtation \yith the beautiful Jane SeYlllour, one of her attend- 
ants. And so, under one pretext or another, her friends 
\vere either beheaded or locked up in the To\ver. 
At last her turn caIne, and just as she had finished her 
dinner, on the 2d of 
Iay, the Duke of Norfolk, \vith Cron1- 
\vell and other lords of the council entered, \vhile Sir Wil- 
liain Kingston, lieutenant of the To\ver, stood in the door- 
\vay. 
Anne asked "\vhy they had cOIne?" They replied: 
" That they caIne by the king's cOininand to conduct her 
to the 1'0\Yer, there to abide during his highness' pleasure." 
"If it be his In a jesty's pleasure I an1 ready to obey," 
she said, going \vith thein to her barge \vithout \vaiting to 
make the least change in her gannents. .A.rriving at the 
rro\ver, she \vas placed in the apartInent she had occupied 
on the night before her coronation. Her attendants ,vere 
t\VO enemies, ,vho ,vere particularly disagreeable to her- 
Lady Boleyn and 1\1rs. Cosyns. These t\vo \vornen "never 
left her, night or day, for they slept on a pallet at the foot 
of her bed, and reported every ,vord she uttered. They 
Inade all sorts of Í1npertinent reIn arks to her, and kept 
constan tly annoying her \vith questions by,vhich they hoped 
to prove something against her. 
The poor queen ,vas so affected by her close Í1nprison- 
ment that at times she seemed to have lost her reason. 
She \vrote a touching letter to the king, appealing to his 
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mercy, but he took not the slightest notice of it, and just 
one ,veek after she ,vas sent to prison a charge of high 
treason \yas nlade by the grand jury of \Yestn1Ïnster against 
.c\nne Boleyn, her brother, and four of her best friends. 
I'he friends \vere condenlned to death, as almost every- 
body \vas in Henry \TIll.'s reign \vho ,vas brought to trial 
for high treason, though sonletimes they \vere not even tried 
at all. 
T\venty-six "lords' triers," from the body of nobles in 
England ,,'ere sele
ted to try Lord Rochford, Anne's 
brother; and, although he defended hinlself \vith great 
spirit and eloquence, and nlany of the judges sided \vith 
hiln, he \vas found guilty. 
After his renloval, Anne, Queen of England, ,vas called 
into court by an usher. 
She appeared imlnediately, and took her stand" \vith the 
true dignity of a queen, courtesying to her judges \vithout 
any sign of fear." 
The charges \vere read, and she pleaded "Not guilty," 
but the trial ,vas continued for a long tilne, and ended by 
a verdict of guilty. It \vas her uncle, the Duke of Norfolk, 
\vho presided at this trial, and he pronounced her sentence. 
She \yas condemned to be burnt or beheaded, at the king's 
pleasure. Anne Boleyn heard this dreadful doo111 \vithout 
changing color, but \vhen her stern kinsman had ended, 
she clasped her hands and raising her eyes to Heayen 
exclainled: "0 Father! 0 Creator! Thou \vho art the \yay 
the life, and the truth, kno\vest \vhether I have deserved 
this death." 
She then turned to her judges and proclaimed her inno- 
cence of every charge nlade against her, closing her remarks 
\vith : "Think not I say this in the hope of prolonging my life. 
God has taught me ho\v to die, and he \vill strengthen my 
faith. As for my brother and those others \vho are unjustly 
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COnde111ned, I \vollld \yillingly suffer lnany deaths to deliver 
theln ; but since I see it so pleases the king I shall 'willingly 
acconlpany theln to death, \vith this assurance, that I shall 
lead an endless life \vith thenl in peace." \\Tith a C0111posed 
air, she rose, nlade a parting salutation to her judges, and 
left the court. 
The 19th of l\lay \vas the day appointed for her execu- 
tion, and the interval \vas passed in prayer and confession, 
receiving the sacralnents of the church, and other prepara- 
tions for death. 
It \vas the king's pleasure that she should be beheaded 
in the grounds of the To\ver, and that no strangers should 
be adn1Ïtted. A headslnan fronl Calais ,vas brought over 
to do the horrible deed, because he \vas considered par- 
ticularly expert. Anne Boleyn's fate had had no pre- 
cedent in English history, for eyen in the N onnan reigns 
of terror ,vonlan's life had been held sacred, and the 1110st 
ll1erciless of the Plantagenet sovereigns had been too ll1anly 
to butcher ladies. But the age of chivalry ,vas over, and 
Henry VIII. \vas the first sovereign \\'ho sent queens and 
princesses to the block, ,vithout justice or nlercy. 
The unfortunate queen \vas duly infonned of her fate; 
her lnournful experience had sho\vn her the vanity and 
vexation of flattery. Beauty, \vealth, genius, pleasure, 
po,ver
 royalty, had all been hers, and \vhither had they 
led her? 
She had not condescended to itnplore the nlercy of the 
king, for she kne\v his pitiless nature too \vell even to 
attelnpt to touch his feelings. She passed the last night 
in prayer, and ,,,hen lnoflling caIne, and she heard that her 
exeçution \vas to be a fe\v hours later than she expected, 
she said to 1\1r. Kingston: "1 hear I shall not die afore 
noon, and I am very sorry, for I thought to be dead by 
this tinle, and past nlY pain." 
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I\:Ir. Kingston told her that the pain \vould be little and 
very short. 
" I have heard say," she replied, "that the executioner 
i
 very good, and I have a little neck," and she spanned 
it ,,,ith her hands, laughing heartily as she did so. 
[A.D. 1536.J Her last lnessage to the king ,vas: "CoIn- 
Inend me to his nla jesty, and tell hiln he hath been ever 
constant in his career of advancing 111e; fronl a private 
gentle\VOlllan he made tne a Inarchioness, from a mar- 
chioness a queen, and no\v he h3.th left no higher degree of 
honor he gives IllY innocency the cro\vn of martyrdom." 
A fe\v minutes before t\velve o'clock the massive doors 
of the To\ver ,vere thro\vn open, and the royal victim 
appeared in a robe of black damask \vith a deep \vhite 
cape falling around her shoulders. 
She looked very beautiful \vhen she ascended the 
scaffold, \vith a calm and dignified air, and turning to 
Kingston she requested hilll not to hasten the signal of her 
death until she had spoken ,vhat she desired to say. 
Then she began: "Good Christian people, I am come 
hither to die by the la\v, therefore I ,,,ill speak nothing 
against it. I an1 come hither to accuse no man, but only 
to die, and to yield myself humbly unto the ,vill of nlY lord 
the king. I pray God to save the king, and send him long 
to reign over you, for a gentler or lllore l11erciful prince 
there never \vas. If any person \"ill Ineddle \vith IllY cause, 
I require theln to judge the best. Thus I take my leave 
of the ,vorld and of you, and I heartily desire that you all 
,vill pray for me." She then removed her hat and collar, 
as ,veIl as the close cap from her head, and handed theln 
to her ladies, ,vho ,vere \veeping so bitterly that they could 
not aid her. Then turning to theln she said: "And ye, 
my damsels, \"ho ever sho\ved yourselves so diligent in Iny 
service, and \\"ho are no\v to be present at my last hour 
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and mortal agony, as in good fortune ye ,,,ere faithful to 
me, so even in this lny n1iserable death ye do not forsake 
me. And as I cannot re,vard you for your true seryice to · 
me, I pray you take conlfort for 111Y loss. Forget me not, 
and be ahvays faithful to the king's grace, and to her \vho111 
,,,ith happier fortune, ye 111ay have as your queen and 
lnistress. Esteeln your honor far aboye your life, and in 
prayers forget not to pray for Iny soul." 
l\Iary vVyatt, the sister of Sir l'holnas "Tyatt, the poet, 
who \vas one of Anne's devoted friends, attended her on 
the scaffold, and received her .last gift, \\'hich \vas a little 
book of devotions bound in black enalnel and gilt. She 
then ,vhispered a fe,v ,vards to this lady, and kneeling 
do,vn, placed her head upon the block. 'fin1e ,vas allo,ved 
the poor unfortunate queen to say; "0 Lord God, have 
pity on my soul," ,vhen the s,yord fell. With one stroke, 
the head of Anne Boleyn ,vas severed froln her body, and 
rolled in the dust. 
There is a black marble monument in the ancient church 
of Horndon-on-the-Hill, in Essex, pointed out as the burial 
place of Anne Boleyn, but as it bears no nalne, no notice 
or inscription of any kind, there is no proof that her body 
lies there. 
A great epic poet has þeautifully said:- 


"Tradition! oh, tradition! thou of the seraph tongue; 
The ark that links two ages, the ancient and the young." 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


JANE SEY
10UR, 'fHIRD ClUEEN OF HENRY VIII. 
(A.D. 1536-1537.) 


JANE SEy:t\iOUR has ahvays been pronounced the most 
beautiful of all the wives of Henry VIII. But she has also 
been presented to the ,vorld as a meritorious, discreet, young 
'VOlnan. \Ve cannot consider her so ,vhen we relnember 
that within t\venty-four hours after Anne Boleyn's head \vas 
cut off she becalne the king's \vife. For it must have been 
while acting as maid of honor for that unhappy lady that 
she not only received the attentions of her fickle, heartless 
husband, but even lnade all the necessary arrangements 
for ber marriage ,vith hin1. \Ve shudder at the thought of 
the preparations that must have been going for\vard for the 
\vedding-feast at the palace, \vhile the To\ver \vas the scene 
of heart-rending :lgony to the queen, who ,vas about to sac- 
rifice her life for the gratification of a tyrant. 
The giddiness of youth cannot be pleaded as apology for 
Jane SeYlnour's indecency, for she \vas no child ,vhen she 
permitted herself to be courted by the royal Bluebearò, and 
must have been entirely conscious of the enormity of her 
actions. 
Perhaps her early education ,vas at fault, but of that little 
is kno\vn excepting that it \vas acquired in France. She 
,vas maid of honor to Mary Tudor, queen of Louis XII., 
and \vent to England after her dismissal from the French 
court. Anne Boleyn occupied a similar position at the 
4 0 3 
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same tiIne, therefore the t\"O Inaids of honor probably kne,v 
each other intiIl1ately. 
One day, after Anne Boleyn had ascended the throne, 
she observed a locket that hung fronl a pretty gold chain 
about the neck of Jane Seynlour, and expressed a desire to 
see it closer. The 111aid of honor blushed, faltered, and 
dre\v back, \vhereupon the queen snatched the locket fronl 
her, opened it, and beheld the likeness of the king, her 
husband. 
Froln that llloment Anne Boleyn kne\v that her fate ,vas 
sealed; she was indignant, but that availed her nothing. 
She found herself supplanted by a rival as she had supplanted 
her predecessor. Perhaps her punishlllent \vas àeserved, 
but it does not justify the conduct of the king or his ne\v 
lady-love. 
[A.D. 1536.J When the axe 111ade Henry VIII. a ,vid- 
o\ver. Jane Seynlour \vas at \V olf I-Iall, in \Viìtshire, and her 
royal lover at Richnlond Park. On the l1lorning of the 19 th 
of May his Jnajesty stood under a spreading oak, \yith his 
huntsnlen and hounds prepared for the chaise, a\vaiting the 
signal gun froIll the To\yer to announce that he \vas free. 
At last the \velcome sound reached his ear. "Ha, ha!" 
he cried, "the deed is done! uncouple the hounds and 
a\vay." This \vas all the regret he expressed for the death 
of the \voman he had pretended to love so \vell. 
His \vidovvhood la
ted just one night, for the next n10rn- 
ing he ,vas at Wolf Hall, \vhere he ,vas united to the beautiful 
Jane Seynlour. The CereJllony ,vas perfonned in the parish 
church, and \vas succeeded by a feast at \vhich several lllenl- 
bers of the king's privy council \"ere present. 
Then the royal couple proceeded to \Vinchester, and frOITI 
there to London. A grand rece
tion ,vas held on the 29 th 
of May, \vhen Jane was presented as queen. 
t,-,T: lcn parliament met, a few days later, the lord-chan- 
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cellor n1ade a lengthy speech setting forth the king's virtues, 
trying to justify his vagaries in the n1atritnonial line by a 
great deal of tediGus, false reasoning, and \yinding up \vith 
,the. infonnation that .L \nne Boleyn's daughter \vas not heir 
to the throne of England. Part of this speech ,vas devoted 
to setting forth the noble sacrifices Inade by Henry VIII. 
for the benefit of his people. 
The speaker chosen by the House of Commons \vent 
further, and loaded the king \vith the 1110st fulsolne compli- 
ments, cOlnparing hiln to San1son, Solo1110n, and Absalom 
cOlnbined. Thus \yas Henry VIII. encouraged in his \vicked- 
ness, until, as Cardinal \Y olsey \visely said: ., he actually 
forgot that there \yas both heaven and hell." 
The Princess :\Iary \\'as on good terlns \yith her step- 
mother, \"ho effected a reconciliation bet\veen her and the 
king; but the conditions ,yere so cruel, that there \yas not 
much to be grateful for. Perhaps Jane ,vas not responsible 
for them, and as ,ve have so little that is fa\90rable to relate 
of this queen, \ye \yill give her the benefit of the doubt. 
She made no enemies, because she avoided expressing any 
decided opinions, and preser\'ed as Inuch as possible a pla- 
cid silence, and pennitted herself to be governed, in all 
things, by her husband. If regard for her head prompted 
such behavior, at least she ,vas \vise. 
The \"inter of 1537 ,vas a relnarkably cold one, and the 
royal couple \vith their entire court crossed the frozen 
Thames on horseback, so thick and solid ,vas the ice. 
Henry's t\VO other queens had been cro,vned, so he 
thought the san1e honor ought to be conferred on the third, 
but the continuance of the pestilence caused that cerelnony 
to be postponed so long that death prevented it altogether, 
for Jane Seyn10ur lived only eighteen 1110nt11s after her mar- 
riage. :\Iean\vhile, she ,vas li\-ing at Han1pton Court, ,,-here 
her little son ,vas born, ,vho after,vards became Ed,vard VI. 
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[A. D. 1537.] This prince ,v
s baptized at Il1idnight, and 
both his sisters, Mary and Elizabeth, took part in the cer- 
elnony, \vhich \vas succeeded by such a blo\ving of trulnpets 
as lnust have been very trying, indeed, to the nerves of a 
young infant. 
The next day Jane Seymour died. Her body \vas 
embahned and laid on a car of state covered with a rich vel- 
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vet cloth. On top of this pall was a \vax figure resembling 
the deaà queen dressed in regal robes ,\lith a crown, sceptre, 
and je\vels. 
On the 12th of November the car was dra,vn by six 
horses to St. George's Chapel, \vhere the corpse \vas interred. 
Henry VIII. wrote a letter to Francis I. rejoicing 'over 
the birth of his son and expressing considerable regret at 
the death of his ,vife. He really did put on mourning attire, 
and appeared depressed in spirits for several \veeks. This 
is all that could be expected of so worldly and gay a king. 



CHAPTER XXV. 


AX
E OF CLEVES, FOUR
'H Q.UEEN OF HENRY VIII. 
(:\.D. 1516-1577.) 


ANNE OF CLEVES ,vas a lnost unfortunate, ill-treated 
princess, but she possessed so many virtues that she surely 
deserved a better fate than to becol11e the \vife of a king 
so devoid of the feelings of a gentlelnan as Henry VIII. 
.A.fter the death of his third queen, this capricious 
Inonarch did not find it so easy to get another as he 
probably expected it ,,,ould be. Certainly it lnust have 
been a '''Olnan of rare courage ,,,ho ,,,ould \\'ilIingly subject 
herself to such a yoke, kno,ving the experience of his other 
victiIns. 
Jane Seyn10ur had not been dead nlore than a l110nth 
,vhen he lnade a request of Francis 1. that he Inight be 
pennitted to choose a lady froln the royal blood of France 
for his queen. That Inonarch replied, "that there \vas 
not a dan1sel of any degree in his o,vn dominions \vho 
should not be at his disposa1.
' 
Henry \\'as quite flattered at this con1pliment, and thought 
it \\'ould only be necessary for hin1 to put out his hand to 
secure any ,voman he lnight condescend to favor, so he 
requested Francis just to bring all the fairest ladies of 
his court to Calais for hÜn to take his choice. The 
gallantry of the French king \\Tas shocked at such an idea, 
and he replied, " that it \vas Ï111possible to bring ladies of 
noble blood to market as horses are trotted out at a fair." 
Then Henry \vanted to marry James V.'s lady-love, \\.hon1 
4 0 9 
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. 
he had seen and adIllired, not paying the slightest attention 
to the fact that she ,,,as already engaged. 'Vhen he found 
it in1possible to get her, he \yas ready to consider the prop- 
osition of his alllbassador ,,,ith regard to her sister or 

fadelnoiselle Vendon1e. 
"Let theln be brought to Calais," he said, "and I vál1 
take a look at them." 
" That \vould be impossible," \vas the reply; "but your 
Inajesty could send sOlnebody to Paris to see theIn." 
"Good gracious! ho,v can I depend upon anyone but 
myself?" asked Henry. "I must see theIn, and hear thenl 
sing; and \vhat is Illore, I Illust see ho\v they look \vhile 
they are singing," he added. 
By the end of the year he found that there ,vas no hope 
for hiln in France, so he put on a 1110St 111elancholy air, 
and pretended to be dreadfully grieyed at the death of his 
pretty Jane. 
This state of 11lind lasted for about two years; then 
Crolll,vell spoke in such flattering tenns of the princesses 
of the house of Cleves that Henry began to think he had 
played the rôle of forlorn \vido,ver long enough. 
CrOIn\Vel1 had only seen Sybilla, the eldest daughter of 
the Duke of Cleves. She ,vas Inarried to the Duke of 
Saxony, and \vas falned for her talents, virtues, channing 
111anners, and extrenle beauty. But unfortunately for 
Henry, Anne, the second daughter, \vas as unlike her 
sister as possible, and had no accolnplishInents \vhatever, 
,vith the exception of needle\vork. 
Holbein, the celebrated Dutch artist, ,vas require'd to 
paint the portraits of both Anne and her younger sister, 
Alnelia, for Henry's inspection, and Christopher 1\10unt 
\vas sent to negotiate the treaty of 111arriage. He \vrote a 
letter to Croln\vell filled with ...\nne's praises and said, 
" she as far excelleth the Dutchess of Saxony as the golden 
sun excelleth the silvLr 11100n." 
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The Duke of Saxony ,vas very Inuch oppos
d to a union 
of his sister-in-la,v ,,,ith a Inan of Henry \TIIL's character, 
but he \vas the champion of the Refonnation, and Christo- 
pher j\Iount assured him" that the cause of Protestantislll 
in Europe \vould be grèatly advanced by the influence of a 
Lutheran Queen of England, for Henry \yas easily lnanaged 
through his \vives." 
The Duke of Cleves died in I 5 59, but his son, \"ho suc- 
ceeded hin1, favored Anne's marriage ,,,ith King Henry, and 
so did their n10ther, both being strong allies of the Protest- 
ant cause, and feeling that even though it n1Îght be a sac- 
rifice, it ought to be made for the sake of their religion. 
One of Henry's commissioners ,vrote him that Anne 
"occupieth llluch of her time \vith her needle. She can 
read and \vrite her o\vn language, but French and Latin 
or other language she kno\veth not; nor yet can sing or 
play on any instrulllent, for they take it here in Germany 
for a rebuke and an occasion of lightness that great ladies 
should be learned, or have any kno\vledge of music." He 
also speak.s of her gentle and amiable temper, but above all 
he praises her sobriety, \vhich is quite an1using. 
Ever since the death of Jane Seymour the Catholics and 
Protestants of England had vied \vith each other as to 
\vhich should be next represented in the queen. It ,vas 
the lllagic brush of Hans Holbein that decided the question, 
and Cro111\vell \von a triuIllph over Gardiner, Norfolk, and 
his other rivals, though it brought him ruin at last. 
A t length all fi1atters of state policy and ceremony "rere 
arranged, and the young princess bade fare,vell to her 
mother, brother, and sisters, by \Vh01l1 she \vas tenderly 
beloved. 
The first \veek in October, 1539, she left her nath.e city, 
Dusseldorf on the Rhine, attended by a splendid escort. 
On her arrival at Ant,verp she ,,-as received by the English 
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Inerchants there, ,yho gave her a grand torchlight procession 
by daylight. N ext day she proceeded on her journey, and 
arrived at Calais Decelnber I I. . 
About a Inile outside of the to,vn she \vas met by a reg- 
iment of armed Inen, \vith the king's archers, all in gay 
attire, besides the Earl of Southalnpton, Lord \Villialn 
Ho,vard, and many other lords and gentleluen. Gregory 
Crom\vell, vvith hventy-four others wore coats of satin dam- 
ask and velvet, \vith gold chains of great value, and t\VO 
hundred yeonlan vvho followed then1 were àressed in tl].e 
king's colors, red and blue cloth. 
The Earl of Southalu pton \velcolned the royal bride and 
conducted her into Calais, ,,,here such a peal of guns \vas 
shot from the ships on her arrival that all her retinue were 
astonished. Then firing began all along 
he coast, and \vas 
continued by the vessels until there "Tere one hundred and 
fifty rounds, and so Inuch smoke that the people in Anne's 
train could scarcely see. each other. . 
The follo\ving day she was presented by the n1ayor \vith 
a hundred gold sovereigns, and for about three ,yeeks after 
her arrival there \vere all sorts of pastin1es and festivities. 
Mean\vhile Henry impatiently a\vaited his long-expected 
bride, and busied himself with the execution of four worthy 
abbots. 
The ,vind did not favor her progress until the 27th, \vhen 
she embarked, attended by a fleet of fifty ships, and arrived 
at Deal the same day. The princess \vas received by a 
great cOlnpany of ladies and gentlemen, and conducted to 
Dover Castle, where she remained until the next Monday, 
\vhen, in a dreadful storm, she set out for Canterbury. Sev- 
eral days of travel brought the royal bride to Rochester, 
and New Year's Day \\Tas spent at the bishop's palace in 
that to\vn. 
The king was so impatient to see her, that, in cOlnpany 
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\vith eight of his gentlemen-in-\vaiting, he rode to Rochester 
to steal a look at his German bride, ,\\Tho, no doubt he 
thought, \vould rival the bright-eyed Boleyn and the fair 
, SeYlnour. 
On his arrival he sent a lnessenger to inform Anne " that 
he had brought her a N e\v Year's gift, if she \vould please to 
receive it." 
He follo\ved his messenger into the room \vhere she sat, 
but a glance \vas sufficient to sho\v hil11 that he had been 
deceived. She \vas by no lneans a pretty \VOlnan, and Henry 
regarded hin1self as an in jured person in having to marry 
her. Perha ps she \vas not lllore charl11ed \"ith his appear- 
ance or lnanners, but she sank upon her knees at his 
approach and did her best to receive hil11 lovingly. He 
raised her gently, and kissed her, but there could not have 
been n1uch conversation bet\veen thel11 so long as they had 
to el11ploy an interpreter. Besides her language \vas so 
displeasing to his 111usical ear that he did not \vant to hear 
more of it than he could help, though he kne\v before she 
came that she could speak no English. The m0l11ent he 
left her presence he sent for the lords ,vho had brought her 
over and 111ade his cOlnplaints. 
The N e\," Year's gift that he had provided for Anne \vas 
a muff and tippet of rich sable, but \yhen he found she \vas 
not handsolne he \yould not honor her by presenting it 
\vith his o\vn hands, but sent it on the fallo,ving morning 
by a messenger. 
He returned to Greenvách in a 111elancholy frame of 
mind, and abused Croll1\vell for having provided him ,,'ith 
a \vife v;hom, \vith his usual brutality, he called a "great 
Flanders mare." Cro111\\'ell tried to put the blame on the 
Earl of Southampton, and said: '
That \"hen he found 
the princess so different from the pictures, and the reports 
that had been made of her, he ought to have stopped her 



4 1 4 


The Queens of England. 


at Calais till he had given the king notice that she was not 
so handsonle as she had been represented." The admiral 
replied bluntly "that he \vas not invested \vith any such 
authority, his COIUluission \yas to bring her to England, and 
he had obeyed orders." 1'he king interrupted thenl by 
ordering theIU to find SOlue lueans to get hin1 out of his 
engageluent. There \\Tas a great deal of discussion about 
the luatter, but no objection to the lnarriage could be in- 
vented that \voldd be at all satisfactory to Anne's relations 
in Gennany, so Crolu\\Tell assured the king that as a ll1atter 
of policy he n1ust do nothing to gain the ill-\vill of her 
friends. 
" Is there no remedy but that I Iuust needs put my neck 
into this yoke?" exclain1ed Henry, passionately. 
After these gracious \vords, \vhich it is to be hoped did 
not reach the ears of the insulted lady \\'ho \vas \vaiting his 
orders at Dartford, he cOl1uuanded the lUOSt splendid prep- 
arations to be luade for his luarriage. On the 3d of 
January a rich tent, covered \vith cloth of gold, \vas pitched 
at the foot of Shooter's Hill for the royal bride, and other 
tents around for her ladies. T\velve hundred gentlemen \vere 
ranged in double file froln the park gates to the heath 
a\vaiting the arrival of the king \vith his bride. About t\\Telve 
o'clock her grace came do\vn froln Shooter's Hill, accom- 
panied by a hundred of her o\vn nation, the Dukes of N or- 
folk and Suffolk, the Archbishop of Canterbury, \vith other 
bishops, lords and knights \\Tho had COlne froln France, and 
\vent to\vards the tents, \:rhere Dr. Kaye, her almoner, pre- 
sented all the officers and servants of her household, and 
addressed to her an eloquent Latin oration, of \vhich she 
did not understand a \vord. I twas ans\vered by her 
brother's secretary, who acted as interpreter. Then Anne 
stepped out of her chariot, and \vas saluted and \velcolned 
by sixty-five ladies, \vhon1 she thanked and kissed, after 
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,vhich all entered the tents to ,varm themselyes, for the 
\veather ,vas exceedingly <?old and disagreeable. \Vhen 
the king heard that his bride had arrived at her tent he set 
,out through the park to meet her, acconlpanied by the 
officers of his council and his gentlemen in ,vaiting, all 
richly attired in velvet coats eInbroidered in gold, and 
lTIounted on fine large horses. The l\larquis of Dorset rode 
alone, attired in purple velvet and bearing the king's s\\Tord 
of state. Son1e distance behind him caIne Henry VIII., 
mounted on a splendid ,,,hite courser \yith trappings of 
cloth of gold elnbroidered ,,,ith pearls. All the buckles, 
bit, and pendants \"ere of solid gold. The king ,vore an 
elnbroidered purple velvet coat, the sleeves and breast of 
\vhich \vere slashed, sho\ving cloth of gold beneath, and 
fastened together \yith large buttons of dial11onds, rubies, 
and oriental pearls. His s,yord and girdle \vere studded 
with costly emeralds, and his cap ,vas so covered ,yith 
je,vels that it \\
as not possible to fix a value on it. Around 
his neck ,vas a deep collar thickly studded ,vith rubies and 
pear Is. 
\Vhen the bride \vas inforlned of Henry's approach she 
\valked out of her tent, mounted a ,,,hite horse, and, sur- 
rounded by her footInen, rode for\vard to meet hinl. Her 
dress \vas Inade of rich cloth of gold, cut round in Dutch 
fashion ,vithout a train. On her head she \vore a close 
cap, above \vhich ,vas a circular bonnet ornamented ,vith 
oriental pearls. Across her bro\v \vas a coronet of black 
velvet, and around her neck a band of superb dianlonds. 
Henry saluted her in the 1110St courteous manner, took off 
his hat and embraced her as though he really cared for her, 
\vhile she, not forgetting her duty, and perhaps the instruc- 
tions she had received, thanked hiul s\veetly and praised 
the arrangements he had made for her reception. No 
doubt he was pleased with all the flattering remarks she 
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felt obliged to make to him. Then he put her on his right 
side and they rode along tog
ther, he acting a deceitful 
part in trying to appear pleased, and she filled ,vith indig- 
nation at the ,yay he had scorned her. 
When the grand cavalcade that follo,ve"d and preceded 
the royal pair arrived at Green,vich Castle all the Inen 
alighted froln their horses excepting the king, ,,,ho rode to 
the inner court \vith his bride. When the queen had 
alighted from her horse Henry tenderly embraced her, and 
bade her "\VeICOlne to her own," then conducted her 
through the hall that had been prepared for her reception. 
There he left her and ,vent to his rOOln, ,vhere he had an 
intervie\v ,vith Croln\vell, to 'VhOlll he nlade bitter com- 
plaints about the appearance of his unlucky bride. 
Cro111well said he \vas sorry his grace was not better 
satisfied, ,vhereupon Henry bade hiul call his council 
together to see ,vhether they could not hit upon SOlne plan 
for getting hiln out of this Inarriage. The council Inet 
that very afternoon, but failed to aid the king out of his 
dilemma, and this put him in such a bad humor that he 
would not say what he had detennined to do until the 
next Monday morning; then he ordered the marriage 
celenlony to be perfornled next day, without even consulting 
the bride. 
He \vore a gown of cloth of gold, \vith raised silver 
flo\vers all over it. His coat was crinlson satin enlbroidered 
and slashed, the points fastened ,vith large dialnonds, and 
a rich collar about his neck. 
He entered the presence-chamber, and calling Crolnwell 
to him, said, " 1\1 Y lord, if it \vere not to satisfy the \vorld 
and my realm, I \vould not do ,vhat I must do this day for 
any earthly thing." Then one of the officers of the 
household infonned him that the queen \vas ready. He 
advanced towards her chamber door, but had to \vait 
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seyeral minutes before she appeared, ,,'hich made him very 
angry. \Vho can blalne the poor .woman for her tardiness? 
she \yould have been excusable if she had refused to con1e 
at all. At last Henry sent one of his lords to bring 
her. She \vas dressed in a robe of cloth of gold, thickly 
embroidered in large flo\yers of oriental pearls. The skirt 
\vas cut, as before, round \vithout a train, and at her neck 
and \vaist ,,'ere costly je\yels. Her hair fell luxuriantly 
over her shoulders, and on her head \vas a coronet of 
diamonds, \vith a fe\v sprigs of rosemary. She \valked 
modestly for\vard, bet\yeen the Earls of Overstein and 
Essex, \yith a sad, demure expression, and on approaching 
the spot \,"here the king stood made three lo\v obeisances. 
She \vas follo\ved by her ladies. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury and Cranmer performed 
the marriage CerelTIOny, the Earl of Overstein gave her 
a\vay, and on her \vedding-ring \vas engraved this sentence 
" God send me \yeel to keepe." 
On the 4th of February the king and queen \vent up the 
Thames in grand state to their palace of \\T estminster. 
Henry kept up an out\vard sho\v of attention to his bride, 
but she kne\v not the art of pleasing, felt no sympathy 
váth his tastes, and could not gain his affection. 
She kne\v this, but could not help it. Several times she 
sent for Crom,,"ell, hoping ,,'ith his advice to be more 
· successful, but he positively refused to talk privately \vith 
her. He had reaSOf1S of his o\vn for doing so. 
On the 1St of 1fay a company of the gallant knights at 
court, all dressed in \vhite velvet \vith rich ornaments, had 
a grand tournament in honor of the recent marriage, and 
this \vas the last time Henry and Anne of Cleves e\ er 
appeared together in public. 
Anne studied the English language industriously, and 
tried in every possible manner to please her lord, but by 
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the end of five months she was convinced that it was 
hopeless. 
There was a lo\v-born, unprincipled creature at court, 
named Sir Thomas \Vriothesley, \vho \vould have done or 
said anything to gain favor with his sovereign, and he 
kept constantly lan1enting over Henry's position, and hów 
hard it ,vas for hiln to be bound to a wife \vhom he could 
not lo
'e. In this ,vay he prepared. the .,vay for a divorce, 
and Henry \vas only too ready to avail hilnself of any 
excuse. N O\V his sensitive conscience began to trouble 
him again. This tilne it ,vas on the score of religion; he 
could not bear to think of having a Lutheran \vife. No 
\yonder poor Anne lost patience, and in a mOlnent of pique, 
told hiln that, "if she had not been c0111pelled to Inarry 
him she n1Ïght have fulfilled her engagelnent vÚth another 
to \\'hOll1 she had promised her hand." 
rrhat \vas enough for hill1; she could scarcely have said 
anything that \vould have suited hilll better, and he at once 
set to \vork to Inake her position as unpleasant as pos- 
sible. J-I is first lnove was to disn1iss all her foreign attend- 
ants, and supply their places ,vith English ladies of his 
o\\'n selection. 
By this tin1e he \vas in love \vith the young and beautiful 
Katharine Ho\vard, niece to the Duke of Norfolk, and had 
decided to n1ake her his wife as soon as he could manage 
it. The leaders of the Catholic party favored this union, and 
hoped at the saIne time for the do\vnfall of their great enen1Y, 
Cro111\vel1. They were soon to be gratified, for Henry no\v 
required a tool, \\'ho \vould not be guided by the nice fee l- 
ings of a gentlelnan, for carrying out his plans. Cro111\vell 
,,'as not such a one, and he n1ust be put out of the way. In 
this reign of terror nothing ,,-as easier, and in less than a 
1110nth he \vas arrested and shut up in the To\ver. 
A few cIa ys later Anne was sent to Riclunond under pre- 
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tence that her health required change of air, and this \vas 
the prelude to the divorce for \vhich Henry had no,v gro\vn 
ilnpatient. 
Archbishop Cranlner had performed the marriage cere- 
mony, and it no\v becanle his duty to divorce the king for 
the third tinle in less than seven years. This \vas aCC0111- 
plished by unanilnous consent of the clergy July 13. .A_s 
the queen \vas a stranger to English la\\ys and custolns, she 
,vas spared the hlllniliation of appearing before the council. 
\Yhen eyerything \vas settled, Suffolk, Southaillpton, and 
\\Triothesley \vere appointed to go to Richmond to get the 
queen's consent. She ,vas so alarmed \"hen she sa,v them 
that before the true object of their visit could be explained 
to her she fell fainting to the ground. No doubt the poor 
\VOnlan thougbt she \vas on the point of having her head 
cut off. \Vhen she recovered consciousness, she \vas told 
that if she \vould resign her title as queen Henry ".ould 
adopt her for a sister, and that she should be endo\ved \vith 
eståtes to the value of L 3,000 a year. This \vas an immense 
relief, and Anne expressed her \Yillingness to resign her 
honors \vith such alacrity that the lords \vere quite surprised. 
\Vhen Henry heard this, and sa\v the paper she had 
signed to that effect, he could not belieye that she \vas so 
reacty to part \vith so suprelnely precious a person. Fearing 
that she n1ight relent, he \\Tote to his council requesting 
thenl to have her \vrite :1 letter to her brother eXplaining 
h.er position, and expressing her earnest desire for the 
divorce. 
r\nne then ,,-rote her nlother and brother that she \vas 
honorably treated, and felt quite cheerful and contented. 
She hoped that no dispute \vould arise bet\veen her native 
land and I
ngland, ,vhere she purposed spending her life, 
and begged thel11 in no \vay to interfere, no doubt dreading 
that if they did so it would be yisited on her head. 
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of the 1l1isery the king endured \vhen he became convinced 
of ho\y his ne\\' \yife had deceived hit11, and she Inust have 
been nlore than hUlnan if she did not fee] s0111e\vhat grati- 
fied \vhen the royal Bluebeard \vas con1pelled to part frolll 
her. 
Katharine IIo"'ard enjoyed sixteen months of boundless 
influence over her husband, but her lucky star \vas soon to 
\vane, and \vithout being allo\ved to open her lips in her 
o\vn defence save to her confessor, she \yas led like a sheep 
to the slaughter. Her execution took place February 13. 
[.A.D. IS77.J Anne of Cleves outlived Henry \TIll. 
and his iast \vife, and died during the reign of Queen l\Iary 
at the Palace of Chelsea, aged forty-one. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


K.L\rrII.L\.R.I
E HO\V ARD, FIFTH ClUEEN OF IIENRY \TIII. 
(A.D. 1521-1542.) 


THERE is not a falnily in England \vhose name has ap- 
peared so often in its history, \vhether for good or for bad, 
as that of the Ho\vards, nor one \v hose l11en1 bers filled 
such varied and in1portant positions, as every attentive 
reader \vill adlnit. 
Katharine I-Io\vard \vas nearly related to Anne Boleyn; 
she becanle the fifth váfe of Henry VIII., and is by no 
l11eans one of the nobler speci111ens of the family to which 
she belonged. 
She \vas born in 152 I, and had the misfortune to lose 
her 1110ther \\'hile she \vas still young. Her father's 
duties called hin1 froll1 hon1e a greater part of the tin1e, 
and the Duchess of Norfolk, her granchnother, \\.ho had 
charge of Katharine, \vas so neglectful of her duty as to 
pern1Ït the child to choose her o\\'n companions, and they 
\vere unfortunately lo\v and degraded. 
Unlike most grandlnothers, the duchess 111erely tolerated 
I{atharine in her household, and felt that she had per- 
forn1ed her part when the little 111aicl \vas locked in her 
rOOI11, and the key safely deposited in her O\V11 pocket. 
But, like many naughty girls, Katharine managed, in spite 
of locks, to meet Francis Derhalll, one of the Duke of 
Norfolk's retainers, to \VhOlll she secretly engaged herself. 
In order to be nearer his lady-love, Derham entered the 
service of her grandmother as gentleman-usher. After a 
4 22 
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tÏIne the old lady began to observe certain signs of inti- 
I11acy between this pair of lovers, and on entering a r00111 
one day unexpectedly she found theln rOlnping together. 
Shocked at the fanÚlial ity of her usher to\vards her grand- 
daughter, she boxed the ears of the lady-attendant for per- 
Initting it, punished Katharine, and dislnissed Derhaln 
froin her service. 
After that Katharine \"as kept under greater .restraint, 
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and as she gre\v into \yoinanhood learned to behaye 
properly, and becalne relnarkable for her channing and 
graceful Inanners. 
She met Henry VI II. the first tÏ1ne at a banquet giyen 
by the Bishop of \'Tinchester to celebrate the 1110narch's 
marriage with Anne of Cleyes, and after\\'ards at the house 
of Gardiner. The king took such a fancy to her that it 
\vas not long before he secured her appointrnent as Inald- 
of-honor to the qneen. It has been supposed that Kath- 
arine ,vas instrumental in bringing about the death of 
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Croln\\'ell, but, as she only intrigued for the king's favors, 
it is not probable that she troubled her head about poli.. 
tics. 
Henry VIII. fell in love with her as he had done \vith 
Anne Boleyn and Jane Seymour, when they \:vere maids-of- 
honor, and little Katharine \vas silly enough to be flattered 
by the marks of favor he sho,ved her. The Duchess of 
Norfolk, instead of warning the girl of her danger, \vas 
foolish enough to encourage her to court the king's atten- 
tion, and provided her \vith fine clothes to Inake her as 
attractive as possible to his niaje.sty. 
Henry ,vas easily won, and privately 111arried Katharine 
a fe\v days after he ,vas divorced fron1 Anne of Cleves. 
[A.D. 1540.J On the 8th of August, 1540, the new bride 
was introduced at Hampton Court as Queen of England. 
A short honeymoon was passed at \Vindsor, and then the 
royal couple made a tour through several counties, but the 
king had exhausted his treasury ,vhen he married his 
Flemish bride, so he could not honor Katharine Ho,vard 
with either a coronation or a Inarriage festival But he 
was very much in love, and lavished affection on her. 
Six months of peace and happiness v:ere enjoyed by the 
royal couple, Henry seldom leaving the side of his young' 
\vife, nor permitting any of his councillors to interrupt his 
pleasures. Katharine felt her power, and forgot what had 
been the fate of her predecessors. She ,vas soon to be re- 
minded, however, for the reahll had becolne divided into 
two parties - the Catholic and Protestant, and both were 
strong. The Reforlners fondly hoped that Anne of Cleves 
might be restored to her fonner position, and regarded 
Katharine in the san1e unfavorable light as Anne Boleyn 
had been looked upon by the Catholics. 
At last, in the spring, caIne a crisis in the shape of an 
insurrection by the Catholics in Yorkshire, headed by Sir 
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John Neville. Henry thought Cardinal Pole \vas the 
cause of it, and so took his revenge by ordering the execu- 
tion of the Countess of Salisbury, Pole's 11l0ther, \\"ho had 
been in the rro\ver for n10re than a year. \\Then the aged 
lady heard of it she refused to lay her head upon the 
block, saying, '
So should traitors do, but I an1 none, and 
if you ,yill have n1Y head you J11USt win it as you can." 
Thereupon the brutal ruffiau \vho acted as executioner 
dragged her by het hoary locks, and ,. slo\-enly butchered 
the \VOlnan in \"hose veins flo,yed the noblest blood of 
England. " 
For the purpose of ascertaining the exact state of affairs 
in Yorkshire, King Henry set out \vith his ,,,ife for that 
place early in July, 1541, leaving Cranlner, .A.udley, and 
SeYI1l0Ur, three Protestant adherents, an10ng his councillors 
at hOllle. .l\.t Yorkshire the royal couple ,,'ere n1et by t,,"o 
hundred gentlen1en in yeh'et coats, \"ith four thousand 
ye0111en, ,,,ho knelt \yhile one of their nUlnber offered nine 
hundred pounds. A t another place three hundred eccle- 
siastics presented six hundred pounds, and so on until 
Henry found hill1self Inuch richer than ,,,hen he started on 
his journey. Queen Katharine sa\\- n10re of the pon1p of 
royalty at this tilne than she had done during the ,,"hole 
year before, for the ,vealthy aristocracy in every part of the 
. country vied \\'ith each other in the grandeur of their enter- 
tainn1ents given in honor of the royal couple. 
Katharine had been Inarried little 1110re than a year 
\yhen Francis Derhan1 returned to England, and she com- 
lnitted the error of appointing him as her priyate secretary. 
As soon as the king heard of the relation that had existed 
bet\veen this lnan and his \yife previous to her n1arriage his 
jeaìousy \vas aroused, and the Protestant stateS111en took 
good care to encourage every suspicion that entered their 
monarch's head. 1Iean\\"hile poor little Katharine \\ as 
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entirely unconscious of the stonn that ,vas gathering about 
her. 
King Henry \vas soon forced to order her removal fron1 
Hampton Court. vVriothesley and Rich were the unprin- 
cipled, cruel agents \vho, detennined upon the destruction 
of the queen, persecuted her until she \vas beside herself 
váth terror and grief. Then, too, she loved her husband, 
and \vhen she \vas cOlnpelled to leave him without one 
word of fare\vell, one look of cOlnpassion, her heart \vas 
ahnost broken. The king suffered also, but his council 
took little heed of that; it \vould be dangerous for them 
were Katharine to regain her po\ver. 
Shakespeare truly says: 


" Trifles, light as air, 
Are to the jealous confirmations strong 
As proofs of holy writ." 


Katharine \vas ren10ved to Sion House, and thence a 
fe\v days later to the gloolny dungeon of the rrower. 
During the short season of terror that succeeded the 
queen's arrest, Derhaln, the poor old Duchess of Norfolk, 
Culpepper, Katharine's cousin, and several other persons 
\vho were guilty of no crÌIne but that of suspecting the 
, 
attachlnent that had existed before her Inarriage between 
Katharine and Derhaln, \vere executed. 
On the 16th of January, 1542, parlialne"nt met to decide 
the fate of the queen, and \vithout granting her the priv.. 
ilege of uttering one ,vord in her o\vn defence she \vas 
conden1ned to die. The 14th of the follo\ving n10nth \vas 
fixed upon for the execution of this beautiful young girl, 
against whom no crime could be proved even through the 
instrumentality of the torture. 
[A.D. 1542.J She met her death calmly and n1eekly, 
professing to the last her loyalty to the king. Her burial 
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took place immediately \vithout even the ceremonies that 
\vould have been accorded to the n1eanest of her subjects; 
she \vas interred in St. Peter's chapel of the To\ver. "Then 
speaking of Henry VIII., Sir \Yalter Raleigh says: "If all 
the patterns of a n1erciless tyrant had been lost to the 
world they might have been found in this prince." 


STAIRWAY. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 


K.A.THARINE PARR. SIXTI-I QUEEN OF HEN"RY VIII. 
(A.D. IS 13- 1 54 8 .) 


KATHARINE PARR "'as the first Protestant Queen of 
England, and the only one of the \vives of Henry VIII. \vho 
supported the doctrine of the ReforInation \vith sincerity. 
She \vas an Eliglish\yolnan, but not of royal birth, being the 
only daughter of Sir Tholnas Parr, a knight. She \vas 
gifted by nature \vith a fine Inind, \vhich \vas carefully cul- 
tivated by her excellent 1110ther, as SOlne of her \vritings 
that still exist certainly prove. She read and \vrote Latin 
,veIl, and had SOlne kno\vledge of Greek. 
\Vhen a little girl she never could bear to se\v, and often 
said to her 1110ther, "111Y hands are ordained to touch 
cro\vns and sceptres, not spindles and needles." But Lady 
Parr \vas too \yise to allo\v such notions to take a strong 
hold of her daughter's Inind, and insisted on her perforn1- 
ing those duties that befitted her station in life; con- 
sequently her etnbroidery, of \vhich specilnens have been 
preserved, sho,,,s unusual skill and industry. At Lizergh 
Castle a Inagnificent counterpane and toilet-cover are ex- 
hibited as the \\'ork of her hands, and a1though three 
centuries have passed since it ,vas done, the colors are 
scarcely din1mecl at all. rrhe Inateri:?J is the richest \yhite 
satin. In th.e centre is a Inedallion of a raised eagle 
beneath the royal crown, surrounded by a \\Teath of flo\vers 
in colored silks and gold thread. _ \t each corner is a large 
dragon in purple, crin1son, and gold, \\'hile bouquets of 
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flo\vers in gorgeous colors are dispersed here and there 
over the other part. The pieces match, but are of different 
proportions. 
Katharine \vas married twice before she became the \vife 
of Henry VIII. Her first husband ,vas Lord Edward 
Borough, a middle-aged ,vido\ver \vith several children, \vho 
died a short time after the marriage. John Neville, Lord 
Latimer, \vas her second choice; he \vas also a \vido\ver 
\vith children, and Katharine's amiable temper and sound 
sense so well fitted her to perform the duties a stepmother 
that she ,vas loved and esteelned bv the families of both 
J 
her husbands. 
She was not more than t\venty-nine years old \vhen she 
was left a \vido\v for the second time. It \vas then that 
she became a convert to the Reformed religion, and en- 
couraged its apostles to meet daily in her chamber of state 
to preach their sermons. 
She \vas not only pious, learned and handsome, but she 
possessed great \vealth, and \vas connected by descent or 
marriage \vith SOlne of the noblest families in England. 
Scarcely six months had elapsed after the death of Lord 
Latimer \,Then she was infonnecl by Henry VIII. that she 
was the lady \VhOlTI he intended to honor by making her 
his sixth ,vife. She \vas amazed, and no doubt terrified, 
\vhen she recalled the cruel treatlnent of her royal suitor's 
other victims. Besides Lord Seymour \vas courting her, 
and she had favored his attentions. But that gentlelnan 
valued his head so much that no sooner did he hear of his 
all-po,verful royal brother-in-Ia\v's intention than he yan- 
ished from the scene, leaving Katharine to transfer her 
affection as best she might. 
[A.D. 1543.] She exchanged her ,,'ido\v's ,veeds for 
bridal robes, and ,vas Inarried at Han1pton Court without 
pageantry, but with all suitable observance of ceremony. 
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\Ve are retninded of the fair Scheherazade in the Arabian 
Nights, \vho lnarried the sultan, knowing that it \vas his 
custon1 to take a fresh wife every day and cut off her head 
in the Inorning. 
But the cross, selfish old tyrant whon1 Katharine Parr 
had the courage to n1arry \vas in such bad health that he 
needed a skilful nurse; perhaps for that reason she felt 
confident that her position \vould be secure. On the day 
of her marriage she gave presents of bracelets set with 
rubies, as \vell as a liberal SUln of Inoney, to the Princesses 
J\lary and Elizabeth. 
The University of Calnbridge sent the king a congratu- 
latory letter on his choice of a Protestant \vife, and the 
celebrated Roger Ascham corresponded \vith her in the 
naUle of that college, requesting her to \vrite oftener, and 
not to shrink from being called learned. The dignity of 
the scholar and the queen are beautifully blended \vith the 
tenderness of the ,yoman in the character of Katharine 
Parr after she ascended the throne. 
She becallle an object of jealous ill-\vil1 to Gardiner, the 
leader of the Catholic party, ,vho feared her influence over 
the king. Scarcely t\VO \yeeks after the marriage he ad- 
vised Henry to appoint a conlnlission to search every house 
in v'Tindsor for books \vritten in favor of the new religion. 
Henry consented, but n1ade an exception of the castle, no 
doubt having reason to kno\v that more of such works 
\vould be found hidden away in his own household than in 
all the town put together. 
The result was that 111 any men and women were arrested, 
tried, and condemned to death, and although the flames oÍ 
their lnartyrdom ,vere kindled ahnost in sight of the Prot- 
estant queen, she was unable to save the victims. She 
knew well enough that the Inurder of these hUlnble Re- 
formers was a blow aimed at herself, and that Gardiner was 
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playing a bold game against all those professing her 
religion. 
One of the first acts of justice that Katharine performed 
after she became queen" as to restore the king's t\VO 
daughters, 1\Iary and Elizabeth, to their proper position at 
court, after \vhich she \vas constantly making them pres- 
ents, and sho\ving thel11 Inany deeds of tenderness and 
motherly care. She and 
Iary \vere opposed to each other 
in religious belief, but they \vere about the same age, had 
the san1e accomplislunents and tastes, and soon became 
\Varn1 and steadfast friends. Elizabeth's bril1iant talents 
\vere dra,vn forth and encouraged by her gifted step- 
mother, ,,,ho also directed the studies of Ed\vard. 
In one of his letters to her he says: "I thank you, most 
noble and excellent queen, for the letters you have lately 
sent lne; not only for their beauty, but for their imagina- 
tion. \Vhen I see your good \vriting and the excellence 
of your genius, quite surpassing my inyention, I am sick of 
,vriting. But then I think ho\v kind your nature is, and 
that ,,,hatever proceeds from a good, kind intention \vill 
be acceptable; and so I ,,,rite you this letter." 
Her celebrated ".ork, "The Lalnentations of a Sinner," 
is óne of the finest specilnens of English composition of 
that period. It is a treatise on 1110rality and the ilnperfec- 
tions of htunan nature. 
Henry \yould have been miserable \"ith a \yoman of such 
superior intellect if she had not constantly flattered hiln 
and studied his various 11100ds. But so great \vas the in- 
fluence she acquired oyer hin1, and the confidence he felt 
in her \visdom, that ,,,hen he ,,"ent on an expedition against 
France he appointed her to goyern his reahn as Queen 
Regent of England and Ireland, assisted by the Earl of 
Hertford. 
During his absence he \vrote very loving letters to his 
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\vife, \vho, together \vith her royal step-children, resided in 
one house. 
[A.D. 1544.J She sho\ved a great deal of moral cour- 
age, but by her beauty, tact, and dOlnestic virtues she had 
n1ade herself so necessary to her fat, dropsical husband 
that she \vas dearer to him than any of her predecessors 
had been. 
Henry had become so unwieldy froln disease that he 
could not InOye ,vithout assistance, and his wife showed 
herself the Inost patient and tender of nurses. Sometimes 
she would relnain on her knees for hours bathing and 
bandaging his ulcerated leg, for he would not permit any- 
body to touch it but her. 
[A.D. 1546.J The last occasion of festivity at the court 
of Henry V III. \vas when an1bassadors arrived to arrange 
terms of peace between France and Engl'and. They were 
met by a numerous cavalcade of nobles, knights and gen- 
tlemen, headed by the young heir to the throne, Prince 
Edward, who, though only in his ninth year, ,vas mounted 
on a charger, and welcomed them in the most graceful and 
engaging manner. He conducted the In to Halnpton 
Court, where for ten days they ,vere feasted and enter- 
tained with great Inagnificence by the king and queen. 
Henry presented Katharine \vith je\vels of great value, 
that she n1ight Inake a good appearance before their French 
guests, he also provided ne,v and costly hangings and 
furniture for her apartments as \veIl as a quantity of hand- 
sOlne silver. 
Wriothesleyand Bishop Gardiner \vere alanned at Kath- 
arine's ever-increasing influence, not only over her hus- 
band, but over the Inind of young Eel ,yard as ,yell, and 
watched her closely, in the hope that they might be able 
to make SOine charge against her. Nothing offered itself 
excepting her religious opinions, \vhich were opposed to 
Henry's. 
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Several persons ,vere burned to death about this tin1e 
for professing the reformed doctrine, an10ng ,vhom ,vas the 
young, beautiful and learned ...\.nne Aske\v. She ,vas a 
lady of honorable birth, ,vho becalne a convert to the ne\v 
faith, and was for that reason violently driven from her 
home by her cruel husband. Resun1Ïng her maiden nan1e, 
she worked hard for her religion, and \vas aided by the 
first ladies at court. \Vhen it ,vas discovered that she had 
sent books to the queen, she ,vas singled out as a victiln 
by those ,vho hoped by 111eans of torture to ,vring some 
confession from her by ,vhich Katharine might be charged 
,vith heresy or treason. But they \vere mistaken, for the 
heroic Anne Aske,v died at the stake like a true martyr, 
" with an angelic expression on her slniling countenance." 
Sir George Blagge ,vas arrested also, but he happened to 
be one of the king's prÍlne favorites, and ,vas sometimes 
called by the endearing nickname of "pig." As soon as 
Henry heard of this arrest he sent for \V riothesley and 
rated him \vell, comlnanding hiln to draw' up a pardon on 
the spot. On his release Blagge fle\v to thank his pre- 
server, ,vho on seeing hiln cried out, " .L-\.h! my pig, are 
you here safe again!" " Yes, sire," \vas the reply, "and 
if your majesty had not been better than your bishops your 
pig had been roasted ere this time." 
The next attack ,vas on the queen herself, ,,,honl "Trioth- 
esley and Gardiner had resolved to strike ,vith a fatal 
blo,v. They told the king that her sister, Lady Herbert, 
not only read the books that he had prohibited, but also 
gave theIll to Katharine to read. No\v it happened that 
the royal couple often conversed on theological subjects in 
their hours of dOlnestic privacy, and Henry enjoyed his 
vdfe's ready \vit and eloquence. She courted these sub- 
jects, because, kno,ving that he ,vas suffering froln an in- 
curable malady, she felt it her duty to turn his Inind 
heaven\vard. 
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One day in the presence of Gardiner she ,vent a little too 
far in opposing her lord's vie\vs, and as he \vas suffering 
with his leg he felt rather more irritable than usual. He 
therefore snappishly put a stop to the discussion; after 
making a few pleasant remarks Katharine left the rOOln. 
" A good hearing it is," said Henry sharply, "\vhen "romen 
becolne such clerks; and 111uch to Iny cOlnfort to come, in 
mine old age, to be taught by 111Y \vife! " Gardiner took 
advantage of the King's \vounded vanity to insinuate things 
against his "rife that he \vould not have dared to say a few 
days before. He flattered hilll on his knowledge of 
theology, and declared that his majesty excelled the princes 
of that age and every other, as well as all the professed 
doctors of divinity, so much that it \vas absurd for anybody 
to think of arguing with him as the queen had just done. 
He added that it was painful for any of his counsellors to 
hear it, because those \vho \vere so bold in \vords \vould not 
hesitate to commit any act of disobedience. In fact he 
so poisoned the king's 111ind as to gain from him a warrant 
to consult with others of his party about dra"ring up 
articles against the queen that might bring her head to the 
block. But they decided to begin \vith the ladies of the 
court whom she esteemed most, and to search their trunks 
and closets for something to charge Katharine with, and 
after they had found it to arrest her in the middle of the 
night and take her in a barge to the Tower. 
All this time the queen suspected nothing, but continued 
her nursing of her husband and her religious discussions 
with him as before. One day an attendant of Katharine's 
picked up a paper in the gallery of vVhitehal1 that Wrioth- 
esley had dropped. I t contained a list of charges against 
the queen with an order for her arrest, and bore Henry's 
signature. The terrified woman had an attack of hysterics 
as soon as she became acquainted with the contents of the 
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paper; as her apartment \vas next to the king's he heard 
her shrieks and cries, and sent to inquire what \vas the 
matter. Her doctor infonned the messenger that the queen 
was seriously ill, and that the cause seelned to be distress 
of n1incl. l'J" 0 doubt Henry realized ho\v much he should 
Iniss her gentle nursing if she should die, so he determined 
to pay her a visit. Accordingly he \vas \yheeled into her 
room in a chair, and was really alarn1ed \"hen he sa\v ho\v 
ill she looked. After a fe\v minutes she assured hiIn that his 
visit had greatly revived her, and at the saIne tiIne ex- 
pressed her regret at having seen so little of him for a fe\v 
days, and her fears that she had unintentionally given him 
some cause for offence. Henry replied kindly and affec- 
tionately. Then she \vas so hU111ble and loving in her 
n1anner that a reaction took place in the humor of her Ï1n- 
perious lord, and he told the physician of the plot against 
the patient's life. 
The next evening Katharine felt \vell enough to return 
the king's visit. She entered his room, attended by her 
sister, Lady Herbert, and the king's young niece, Lady 
Jane Grey, \vho carried the candles before her majesty. 
Henry \velcomed her courteously, but in course of time 
tried to dra\v her into a religious argument as usual. She 
avoided the snare by observing, "that she was but a 
\voman, \vith all the imperfections natural to the \yeakness 
of her sex, therefore in all matters of doubt and difficulty 
she must refer herself to his n1a jesty's better judgment; 
for," she continued, "God hath appointed you supreme 
head of us all, and of you, next unto God, will I ever 
learn. " 
" Not so, by St. :\lary!" cried the king, "ye are become 
a doctor, Kate, to instruct us, and not to be instructed of 
us, as oftentime \ve have seen." 
"Indeed," replied she, "if your majesty have so con- 
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ceived 111Y Ineaning has been Inistaken, for I have ahvays 
held it preposterous for a \VOInan to instruct her lord 
 and 
if I have ever presulned to differ \vith your highness on 
religion it \vas partly to gain information for IllY own 
comfort regarding certain nice points on \vhich I stood in 
doubt, and sometilnes because I perceiyecl that in talking 
you \vere better able to pass away the pain and \yeariness 
of your present infirn1ity, \yhich encouraged Ine to this 
boldness, in the hope of profiting by your Inajesty's learned 
discourse." 
There \vas no lilni t to the flattery that this egotist could 
stand. \Yith a cOInplacent s111ile he replied," And is it 
so, s\veetheart? Then \ve are perfect friends." He then 
kissed her, and gave her leave to depart. 
On the ùayappointed for her arrest the king felt better, 
and sent for her to take the air vvith hin1 in the garden. 
She caIne attended by three ladies. Presently Wriothes- 
ley \vith forty anned 111en entered the garden \vith the in- 
tention of carrying the queen off to the To\ver. But he 
had not been infornled of the change in the king's Illind. 
To his great surprise Henry received hin1 \vith a burst of 
indignation, calling hill1 beast, fool, and knave, and bidding 
him get out of his sight. Katharine tried to cahn him, and 
begged forgiveness for her foe. 
" Ah ! poor soul," said the king, "thou little kno\vèst, 
Kate, ho\v evil he deserveth this grace at thy hands. On 
IllY \vord, sweetheart, he hath been to thee a very knave! " 
N O\v if Katharine had not been a \voman of forbearance 
and real virtue she \vould in11nediately have turned on her 
enemies \"hen she had the king in her po\ver, but instead 
of that she induced him to overlook \\Triothesley's offence, 
but he never forgave Gardiner the blunder he had Inade, and 
not only struck his name froln his council-book but forbade 
hinl his presence. Henry is said to have been very kind 
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and affectionate to Katharine during his latter days, yet it 
was \vell-kno\vn that he \vas preparing another charge of 
heresy against her when death overtook hiIn, and that she 
survived him only by special good luck. 
[A.D. 1547.J Henry VIII. expired January 28, 1547, 
at the royal palace of Westminster, in the fifty-sixth year of 
his age. 
\Vhen his \vill \vas opened Katharine \vas surprised and 
indignant to find that she \vas not appointed regent of the 
realm, \vith the care of the young King Ed\vard VI., as she 
deserved to be. · 
The king's body lay in state for several days, and \vas 
then buried \vith great pomp in St. George's Chapel, 
Windsor Castle. 
A fe\v months after his death Katharine returned to her 
former lover, Sir Thomas SeYlnour, to \vhom she was 
married in the month of l\Iay, 1547. Her royal step- 
children \vere much pleased at this match, and continued 
their affection for Katharine throughout her life. 
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